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THE REGION

   CONCERN OVER GADHAFI DEMISE. Several small Caribbean nations are concerned over the possible demise of Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi, since Libya has invested heavily in the West Indies, reports The Jamaica Observer (April 25, 2011). The country with most to lose could be St. Vincent & the Grenadines, where Libya has funded several projects. Neighboring Dominica also depends heavily on Libyan money. Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit said he had no plans to end relations with the country. St. Lucia Foreign Minister Rufus Bousquet said his country is well on its way to establishing an investment bank and investment fund with $100 million of Libyan money. Libya plans to open an embassy on the island, and the government says it has “no intention” of breaking off diplomatic relations. Libya plans to open a bank in St. Kitts & Nevis, and Grenada is due to get a $1.9 million grant to help with public works projects. It also has asked the Gadhaffi government to forgive a $6 million debt. The islands turned to Libya in 2001 after aid from the US and their former colonial master,  Britain, fell off.

   CAFETERIA CHAIN EXPANDS. El Salvador will be the first country in the region where Guatemala's Café Barista in 2011 will open new cafeterias, followed by Costa Rica and Panamá, reports Nacion.com (April 18, 2011). Walter de la Cruz, president of Café Barista, said they plan to add 8 new outlets in Guatemala, where there are already 17.

   NEW COUNTRY COMMERCIAL GUIDES.  The US Dept. of Commerce has issued new Country Commercial Guides this year for Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua and Panama.  Each of these provides more than 60 pages of details on how to do business in these countries.  To receive a PDF file of any of these, paid subscribers may email kalwagenheim@cs.com.

  MORE CROWLEY CONTAINERS. Crowley Maritime Corp. liner services group (based in Jacksonville, Fla) on April 18 said it is adding 500 new containers to its fleet in order to better serve the growing needs of its customers in Puerto Rico, the Caribbean and Central America. The equipment fleet will include over 46,000 pieces, said John Hourihan, senior VP/gen. mgr. of Latin America services. Details: Mark Miller,   904-727-4295. mark.miller@crowley.com. And: Amelia Smith.  904-727-2513, amelia.smith@crowley.com

   COSTA RICA-PANAMA FLIGHTS. Panama's regional airline Aeroperlas on May 16 was to begin flights between San José, Costa Rica's capital, and Panamá City, Panama, reports InsideCostaRica.com (May 9, 2011). 

ANTIGUA & BARBUDA

   INTERNET GAMING SQUABBLE. The Antigua & Barbuda government has expressed disappointment at the decision by US authorities to arrest and indict a number of individuals engaged in online internet gaming, reports Caribbean News Now (April 23, 2011). Finance & Economy Minister Harold Lovell said "I am concerned that US authorities continue to prosecute non-domestic suppliers of remote gaming services in clear contravention of international law," adding "I am not aware of any other situation where a member of the World Trade Organization (WTO) has subjected persons to criminal prosecution under circumstances where the WTO has expressly ruled that to do so is in breach of an international treaty". The two countries are at loggerheads over the issue of internet online gaming, with Antigua seeking to recover millions of dollars in lost revenue based on the WTO agreements. "The United States, being a very heavy user of the WTO rules to its own benefit, simply cannot continue to prosecute persons for engaging in legitimate international commerce," said Antigua's legal counsel in the WTO matter, Mark Mendel. 

   SUPERNATURAL THRILLER. Local film company HAMA (Howard and Mitzi Allen) in June premieres its fourth  movie "The Skin", a supernatural thriller written and directed by Howard Allen, reports Caribbean News Now (May 12, 2011). "The Skin" is a modern story filled with Caribbean folklore about Michael and Lisa (Brent Simon and Aisha Ralph), a young married couple on the verge of losing their home. Their luck changes when Michael, while on a photo-shoot at the Betty’s Hope Estate discovers an ancient vase and sells it to an antique dealer (Jeff Stewart). Strange things begin to happen. They are introduced to a Jamaican mystic (Carl Bradshaw) who says the ancient relic was not really a blessing but a curse. A trailer and behind the scenes footage began airing on ABS and cable television from May 11.
BAHAMAS

   OIL DRILLING PLANNED. The Bahamas Petroleum Co. (BPC) is optimistic that it will begin drilling in 2012, said BPC CEO  Dr Paul Crevello, reports Nassau Guardian Business (April 21, 2011). “The government is working towards getting regulations in place, both drilling regulations and spill-response contingencies, so I think we’re both working towards a similar timeframe,” he said, adding that over $14 million has been spent by BPC, which raised around $73 million in March. BPC holds five petroleum exploration licenses covering 3.87 million acres in Bahamian territorial waters and its maritime exclusive economic zone (EEZ), four of them in the south-west Bahamas near the Cuban border. They vary in acreage from 775,468 acres to 780,316 acres. A fifth license is held through a subsidiary of BPC, Island Offshore Petroleum Ltd. The licenses expire on April 26, 2012. BPC will use the funds to acquire 3D seismic data and quicken the pace of its development program. The company awarded Osprey Navigation Co. a contract to provide a close grid 2D seismic survey of four petroleum exploration licenses in The Bahamas earlier this year. It followed seismic data obtained in June 2010 which showed the existence of potential super-giant traps with seismic indications of hydrocarbons beneath the waters covered by its licenses. 

   CUBA FLIGHTS. Bahamas air carrier Western Air is inching towards launching its flights to Cuba, with services  likely to begin by the summer, reports The Nassau Guardian (April 29, 2011). Director of operations at Western Air, Seyfert Wolf, said "We have a meeting with the licensing board for approval for additional licensing. Once we get the approval we’ll be able to move to start planning and put everything in motion.” Wolf said flights to Cuba should start by mid-to-late summer, adding that after the airline gains approval locally it will take about 30 days to gain approval from the aviation authority in Cuba. After those approvals are granted, Wolf said the airline will have a 90-day window to prepare the service for the public. The airline initially targeted the end of March to launch services into Havana, but regulatory approvals from the US are still pending. 

   SANDALS EMERALD BAY EXPANSION. Construction was expected to be completed by the end of May at Sandals Emerald Bay in Exuma, growing by 63 rooms to 183, and creating 120 jobs on the island, said Resort Manager Patrick Drake, reports The Nassau Guardian (May 9, 2011).  

   CRUISE SHIP REFURBISHING. Discovery Cruise Line, the largest tour operator from South Florida to Grand Bahama Island, on May 5 said that, effective Sept. 7, it will suspend, for an indeterminate period, the service of its ship, the Discovery Sun.  Hanns J. Hahn, VP & Gen. Mgr., explained that "While the ship is in safe operational order and complies with all US Coast Guard and SOLAS requirements, it requires extensive dry docking and refurbishment.  A timetable for its return will be announced after further inspections.” Details: Roberta Backus, +1-954-727-9977 ext. 15

   INTERNATIONAL FIELD STUDIES. AvStar Aviation Group, Inc. on May 6 said that its subsidiary, Twin Air Calypso Ltd, Inc., would begin passenger flights for International Field Studies, a non-profit scientific and educational organization established in 1970 to promote activities through direct field studies.  IFS provides a setting  at the Forfar Field Station on Andros Island in the Bahamas. Twin Air Calypso transport students and faculty from Ft. Lauderdale, Fla to Andros Island. Details: Clayton I. Gamber Jr. President/CEO.  Phone: 713-965-7582. Web: www.avstarinc.com. Email: cgamber@)avstarinc.com

   ANOTHER JETBLUE FLIGHT. JetBlue Airways on April 25 said it will add a third daily flight between Ft Lauderdale, Fla. and Nassau, making it even easier to connect Floridians with all that The Bahamas has to offer, said Fred Lounsberry, CEO of the Nassau Paradise Island Promotion Board. Details: 1-718-709-3089, corpcomm@jetblue.com; Web: http://www.jetblue.com

BARBADOS

   FARM JOBS IN US. Barbadians interested in securing work in the agriculture industry in the United States are a step closer to achieving that goal, reports BGIS (May 5, 2011). inister of Labour Dr Esther Byer Suckoo met with executive director of Florida East Coast Travel Services Joseph Hobbs, and his colleague Perry Wells, who were in Barbados on a two-day recruitment drive for prospective workers of the H2A (Agriculture) Programme. Byer Suckoo said the recruiters were looking for 200 to 300 Barbadian men between the ages of 21 and 40 to pick apples and vegetables along the east coast of the USA, from Virginia to Maine, from now until November. It is not a new program to Barbados as one of the recruiters said he was here in the 80s and 90s.

   DESIGNS ON FASHION. An apparel manufacturing company has big plans for Barbadian and Caribbean fashion designers, it was reported (April 18, 2011). Declaring "you can't have fashion without fabric," Rozana Moseley, co-founder of LaRosa Couture, says the local and regional fashion industry has been hindered by the absence of quality manufacturing facilities to support its creativity.  Moseley, who co-founded the company with her husband Ryan, said LaRosa Couture is positioning La Rosa Couture Inc., located in Wildey, St. Michael, Barbados, to produce tailored apparel for men and women. Barbados Business Enterprise Corp. (BBEC) is a public/private sector partnership with the Caribbean Business Enterprise Trust (CBET) Inc. BBEC manages the Barbados Revolving Seed Capital Fund and the Barbados Entrepreneurs' Venture Capital Fund. BBEC is a virtual organization that focuses on promoting economic development in Barbados. Details: Barbados Business Enterprise Corp. (BBEC). Marita Greenidge + 1 246 257-1111. Email: marita.greenidge@crimson-jade.com

   AIRPORT VIDEO MONITORING. Prime Minister Freundel Stuart said surveillance cameras will be installed at the Grantley Adams Intl Airport as Barbados deals with the controversy sparked by allegations by Jamaican Shanique Myrie of sexual abuse by immigration officials on her arrival in Barbados in March, reports The Jamaica Gleaner (April 28, 2011).  Stuart, who became head of government following the death of Prime Minister David Thompson last October, said that 20-year-old Myrie is free to return to Barbados and identify the person who assaulted her. Myrie said she was subjected to invasive cavity searches by a female immigration officer when she arrived on March 14.

BELIZE

    VEHICLE WEIGHT CONTROL STUDY. A loan from the Caribbean Development Bank is for the San Ignacio/Santa Elena By-Pass Bridge Project.  Consultants are invited to prequalify by June 30 for a Vehicle Weight Control Study. Details: (1) Project Execution Unit. Ministry of Works. Power Lane, Cayo District. Belmopan, Belize. Tel: (501) 822-0562. Fax: (501) 822-0563. E-mail: peumow@hughes.net; (2) CDB. Project Services Division. Attn: Procurement Officer. PO Box 408, Wildey. St Michael, Barbados. Tel: (246) 431-1600. Fax: (246) 426-7269. E-mail: procurement@caribank.org

   TWO IDB LOANS. The government of Belize and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) signed two loan contracts, each for US$5 million, to finance the Community Action for Public Safety Program (CAPS), and the Integrated Water and Sanitation Program for the Placencia Peninsula, reports Caribbean News Now (April 20, 2011). The CAPS program will focus on reducing youth involvement in criminal activities and youth violent behavior in schools, and reducing recidivism among youth in juvenile rehabilitation institutions. The Integrated Water and Sanitation Program consists of incorporating individual wastewater treatment facilities into a new collection, treatment and disposal system that meets the needs of Placencia Peninsula residents. Belize Prime Minister Dean Barrow, who is also Minister of Finance, signed for the government, while Caroline Clarke, IDB Representative in Belize, signed for the IDB. 

   PEACE CORPS BELIZE. The Peace Corps Belize and the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU), reports Caribbean News Now (May 9, 2011). Peace Corps country director Nina Hernandez and Francisco Roquette, UNDP assistant resident representative, signed the MOU in Belmopan. The commitment was consolidated for the first Peace Corps Response Volunteer to contribute to implementation of the HIV/AIDS Program of the UNDP Country Office, starting in June 2011. The goal is to “Halt the spread of HIV with a special emphasis on young people 15–24” in Belize. 

COSTA RICA

   MIDDLE CLASS HOUSING SHORTAGE. Costa Rica lacks middle-income housing, reports Elfinancierocr.com (April 29, 2011). Funding is not to blame. After passing the most severe part of the financial crisis, banks now offer home loans at favorable conditions and accessible to incomes of all spectrums. The problem is that there is insufficient supply in  the ranges of $70,000 to $80,000. Families who earn between $380 and $1500 have access to the National Financial System for Housing and can choose to build their home with the help of state benefits (bonos de ayuda) Reasonable supplies of real estate of this type do exist for this sector. According to Eloisa Ulibarri, Exec. Dir. of the Foundation for Housing Promotion (Fuprovi), "Profits made by developers are substantial and this doesn’t do anything to promote projects for the housing sector 

for middle class people.”
   FRANCHISING GROWTH. Costa Rica has more than 172 franchises in operation, and according to Aparicio Cordero, president of the Costa Rican Association of Franchises, there are 15 projects in developmental stages, reports Elfinancierocr.com (May 10, 2011). However, despite the rise, the article notes that businesses and experts say the absence of legislation regulating the process is hindering the emergence of more franchises. 

   WIND FARMS. With an investment of over $240 million, five companies are preparing to start up wind farms, reports Elfinancierocr.com (May 3, 2011). Italians, Costa Ricans and a power supply company in the province of Heredia are some of those interested in generating power using the wind currents of Guanacaste. The planned projects have diverse generating capacities. For example, the Montes de Oro Wind Project, with an estimated investment of $23.7 million, will produce  20 megawatts through eight wind generators on a 105 hectare farm. Gabriela Mendez, Deputy Mayor of Bagaces, said the community welcomes these investments, not only because they offer friendly energy, but also represent a source of employment and may even become a tourist attraction.

   CHILEAN INVESTMENT.  Chilean  pharmaceutical group Socofar SA 50% of the Costa Rican operation Cefa Corp., reports Elfinancierocr.com (April 29, 2011). The alliance will allow the financing of Cefa’s expansion to Central America and the Caribbean. Among the plans is the recovery of the Honduran and Salvadoran market and consolidation of operations in Nicaragua. Arnaldo Garnier, chairman of the board of Cefa, affirmed that the agreement will also allow the 56-year old Costa Rican company, with annual sales exceeding $250 million, to manufacture a private Socofar brand for a line of personal care products and strengthen its drug segment (institutional market), in which Chile is a leader in its country, where it has operated for 40 years and has annual sales of around $1 billion.

   RISING MEDICAL TOURISM. A foreign visitor coming to Costa Rica to undergo medical treatment generates four times more foreign exchange than a conventional tourist, reports Elfinancierocr.com (May 5, 2011). Medical tourism here is growing. Dentistry, plastic surgery and cosmetic treatments are among the most sought after by foreigners, who pay about 70% less than they would in their home countries. Patients spend on average between $6500 and $7000 per day, far exceeding the $1600 that a conventional tourist on a day out in the country would spend. In 2009 Costa Rica received 30,000 medical tourists; 85%, were from the U.S., followed by Canada, Europe and the Caribbean, according to the Intl Assoc. for the Advancement of Medicine in Costa Rica. 

                                         ***

   NEW HOSPITALS. At Costa Rica's annual medical tourism congress, businesses emphasized the soaring potential of the country's northwest province, reports The Tico Times (May 6, 2011):

   A $125 million CIMA hospital to open before the end of this year looks to be the cornerstone of Guanacaste's medical tourism future.  A model-sized version of Clínica Bíblica’s future Guanacaste hospital, a $40 million project, was on display at the Medical Travel Summit at the Hotel Ramada Plaza Herradura, north of San José. Medical tourism companies, doctors, hotel managers and tour operators piled into the hotel for two days, touting Latin America’s medical tourism benefits from the industry’s most popular site, San José. Guanacaste has new medical facilities, an expanding airport and a sprawling 900-hectare retirement community under development, called Sun Ranch;

   San José, the capital, remains the leader for medical tourism in Central America, with its modern hospitals and U.S.-trained doctors. But Guanacaste hopes for a share of that market. The medical tourism industry brings in $60 million annually to Costa Rica, and the projected figure for 2011 is $100 million, according to PROMED. The massive Sun Ranch community will include a $35-$40 million Hospital Clínica Bíblica, a $12-$15 million resort and a golf course on its property. Portner said Grupo Do It, Sun Ranch’s development company, has not yet begun heavily promoting the property, as they’re waiting for more positive signs from the real estate market. Yet the land has piqued the interest of doctors.

   $30 MILLION SUPERMARKET INVESTMENT. Colombian supermarket chain Olímpica, current owner of Corporación Megasúper, will invest $30 million to remodel its sales outlets in Costa Rica, reports Nacion.com (April 25, 2011). Wálter Vega, commercial VP of Megasúper, said they have invested $20 million to improve 10 supermarkets and this year they will invest $10 million to renovate other outlets. He added that they have not discarded the idea of expanding beyond Costa Rica, where they arrived in 2005 with the purchase of a small percentage of the shares of the chain.
   MILK FROM NICARAGUA. Although Costa Rica is a country with abundant dairy production, the Walmart supermarket chain has not reached agreements with local companies, reports Nacion.com (May 5, 2011). At WalMart stores in Costa Rica, Nicaraguan milk is being sold, packaged under the supermarket’s own brand name. This situation is drawing attention, considering that Costa Rica produces enough milk to supply its domestic market and also for export. According to representatives of Dos Pinos, the largest local producer of milk, they have not been able to reach agreements with WalMart for marketing their product using the supermarket’s brand. "We have suppliers for our private label in various countries, from which we seek the best combination of price, quality and customer service," said a Walmart representative for Mexico and Central America.

   PROMOTION OFFICE IN CHILE. The Foreign Trade Promoter (PROCOMER) said May 6 it has reopened the Trade Promotion Office (OPC) in Chile. This office opened its doors for the first time in 1999, when Costa Rica signed a free trade agreement with Chile. A few years ago PROCOMER decided to close it in order to establish a new business strategy that would revive Costa Rican exports to Chile. Now with a new strategic vision, PROCOMER Chile reopens the OPC, which means a great opportunity for the export sector in Costa Rica. "This site will serve the entire southern tip of our continent and through the efforts of the OPC, entrepreneurs interested in accessing these markets will have direct contact that will help guide and advise them throughout the internationalization process," said Jorge Sequeira General Manager PROCOMER, who attended the reopening ceremony. Among the main goods that Costa Rica exported to Chile in 2010 were baby diapers, tires, juices and fruit concentrates, textiles, rolled iron or steel products, and food preparations, among others. 

   NEW CONVENTION CENTERS. Three new convention centers will open in the next three years, reports Nacion.com (May 12, 2011). By early 2012, with a $30 million investment, a project promoted by the Instituto Costarricense de Turismo, will be built in Barreal de Heredia. Fernando Poma, VP of Real Hotels & Resorts (operator of the Hotel Intercontinental), announced a center for 2,700 people next July in Guachipelín de Escazú. The third project will be ready next September in Belén de Heredia, said Ana Ruth Zamora, manager of Centro de Eventos Pedregal. 

   NEW SOL MELIA HOTEL. Paradisus Resorts, the luxury all-inclusive brand of Sol Meliá, on May 4 announced construction of a new hotel at Bahía Papagayo, Guanacaste.  The hotel, to be called “Paradisus Papagayo Bay”, scheduled to open in July 2013, is part of its expansion plan, which includes two resorts in Playa del Carmen, México, in Nov. 2011. It will be built in partnership with SunVesta Holding AG a Swiss based Private Equity, Consulting and Development group, represented by their subsidiary Richland Investments Ltd. and their Costa Rican partner DIA S.A. The 381-room property will be developed on 21 hectares of land. Details: Victoria Martinez, Dan Klores Communications. 1-212-685-4300. Web Site: http://www.paradisus.com

   DREAMS LAS MAREAS RESORT. Another new hotel planned for the north of Costa Rica is the Dreams Las Mareas Resort (investment $125 million) on 1,500 hectares in La Cruz, Guanacaste, reports Nacion.com (May 9, 2011). It will  include 400 rooms, spa, convention hall, and six restaurants.

   NEW SANTA ANA HOTEL. The Studio Hotel, located in Santa Ana, southwest of San José, is slated for a June opening, and will offer 82 guest rooms, a special events hall for 100 people, restaurant, bar, gym, coffee bar at the lobby and separate meeting room for guests, reports The Tico Times  (May 6, 2011). “We are focusing on executives and medical tourism,” said Karla González, manager of operations. With an investment of $10 million, the hotel was built with solar-powered water heating and air conditioning systems, it will use biodegradable products, and tour providers must be certified in tourism sustainability.

   49% OF INTERBOLSA SOLD. Four businesses have acquired 49% of the investment fund management company Interbolsa, reports Elfinancierocr.com (May 3, 2011). The sale of this subsidiary of Interbolsa is the latest in the list of changes and restructuring experienced by the Group since 2009, when it closed its money exchange office. From that point on the company has undergone several changes, from the closure of the stock exchange office in April 2010 to the liquidation of its office in Panama, which operated under the company name IB International.

   HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION. The government plans to invest $120,000 per km on the highway to Varablanca, one of the nation's most important roads, reports Nacion.com (April 26, 2011).  The Ministry of Public Works will take over the highway projects most affected by the January 2009 earthquake. The MECO company will be in charge of a portion of the works. 

   DRILLING EQUIPMENT. The Instituto Costarricense de Electricidad (ICE) has invited bids by June 15, 2011 for three Track Drill perforators for its hydroelectric projects, and training of personnel, reports Mer-Link (April 28, 2011)

CUBA

    TOWARD A FREER MARKET. For the first time since the Communist revolution 52 years ago, Cubans will be allowed to buy and sell houses and newer automobiles, and they may be able to travel abroad as tourists more freely, under policy changes announced that are intended to shake up the country’s foundering economy, reports The NY Times (May 10, 2011). Cubans lined up at kiosks to pay the equivalent of 12 cents for booklets outlining 313 guidelines approved at a historic Communist Party congress in April. The publication lacked many details on what restrictions, taxes and other potential roadblocks the initiatives might include, according to reporters in Havana who purchased it. It was not 

available online and details on how the changes will be carried out will probably not be known until Cuba’s legislature codifies them in the coming months.  But analysts said that simply bringing into the open what had been a black market of house and automobile swaps could be one of the most significant changes to the economy in decades and could inject badly needed cash into the system. 

                                         ***

    NEW US TRAVEL RULES. The long-awaited rules defining who can travel freely to Cuba were released by the U.S. Treasury, reports The Miami Herald (April 21, 2011):

   After months of rumors that he was about to make dramatic changes, President Barack Obama in January allowed a broader group of U.S. citizens to travel to Cuba without first seeking permission from Washington. The new rules make it easier for U.S. schools, churches and cultural groups to visit Cuba, and boost the amount of money Americans can send to the island to support its growing private economy. The announcement, which included an increase in the amount of cash Americans could send to Cuba, did not come with the fine print. Until now, people still had difficulty sending money through Western Union, because the rules had been announced, but not published;

   Americans can now send up to $2,000 annually to Cuba. There will be a quarterly limit on the amount any American can send: $500 per quarter to “support private economic activity.” The Clinton administration had set that figure at $300 a quarter;  Religious and educational groups can travel to Cuba for certain types of events or study without a specific license; “The commercial marketing, sales negotiation, accompanied delivery, or servicing in Cuba of telecommunications-related items that have been authorized for commercial export” can travel without a specific license;

  The rules are controversial in the exile community, because some believe they help breathe life into a dying regime. Proponents of the changes counter that allowing more contact and economic independence allows Cubans to cut the ties with their government

***

   GRAFT SENTENCE. A Cuban court sentenced Chilean revolutionary-turned-businessman Max Marambio, long a friend of Fidel Castro, to 20 years in prison for fraud and bribery following a trial in absentia, reports the Communist Party newspaper Granma (May 5, 2011):

   A 15-year sentence was handed down to Alejandro Roca Iglesias, who was removed as food minister in March 2009.  Officials gave few details about the scandal, but Granma said the court "found that the crimes committed were particularly grave and required an energetic penal response due to the considerable damage caused by the accused to the national economy." It said prosecutors presented compelling evidence that both "impaired the ethical behavior of various officials and subordinate workers." The men have 10 days to appeal;
   Marambio didn't mount a defense let alone attend the proceedings in Havana, where he was represented by a government-appointed attorney. One of his lawyers in Chile, Eduardo Contreras, told The Associated Press he had no comment on the verdict. Marambio first met Fidel Castro in 1966 when he traveled to Cuba with his father, part of a delegation of sympathetic left-leaning political leaders. Marambio would later become chief bodyguard for Chile's socialist President Salvador Allende. When a military coup toppled Allende in 1973, Marambio fled for Cuba where he  developed close ties to Castro and ultimately established wide-ranging commercial interests including food company Rio Zaza, a joint venture with the Cuban government;

   The corruption probe surfaced last year after a Chilean who worked for Marambio's company and had been questioned by investigators was found dead in his Havana apartment. Authorities have not said how he died. Cuba accused top executives including Marambio and his brother Marcel Luis Marambio, a company VP, of bribery, embezzlement and falsifying documents. Prosecutors summoned Marambio from Chile for questioning and, when he failed to appear, put out an arrest warrant. In October, Marambio told Chilean newspaper La Segunda that he lodged a complaint with an international business tribunal accusing the Cuban government of "illegal and nonsensical reprisals."

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

    TO 10 TAX-PAYING COMPANIES. The Dept of Taxes (DGII) said the top 10 tax-paying companies in the Dominican Republic are in petrol, alcoholic beverages and telecom industries, reports DR1 Daily News (May 9, 2011).. The leading company is the Dominican Petroleum Refinery (a Venezuelan-owned entity). Companies that follow are the Cerveceria Nacional Dominicana (Presidente and Bohemia beer), Codetel (telecom), Brugal (rum), Leon Jimenes (tobacco), Coastal Petroleum Dominicana (petrol), Orange Dominicana (telecom), Banco Popular (bank), Esso Standard Oil (petrol) and Compania Cervecera Ambev Dominicana (Brahma beer).   
   US FLIGHTS TO LA ROMANA. The Dominican Ministry of Tourism on May 13 announced direct flights to Casa de Campo La Romana Intl Airport on the southeast coast; twice weekly JetBlue flights from New York's JFK will begin in Nov. 2011 and daily American Eagle flights from Miami to La Romana began April 5. Details: Vanessa Welter of BVK PR, +1-414-247-3803, email: vwelter@bvk.com,

   SOL GROUP ENTERS. Sol Petroleum Dominicana Ltd, an affiliate of Sol Group and Grupo Vicini, announced the acquisition of the shares of Shell Co. Dominicana S.A., Administracion de Estaciones de Servicios, S.A. (Adeser) and Propiedades Industriales, S. A. (PISA), reports Diario Libre (May 13, 2011). Based in Barbados, Sol Group was formed through the acquisition of Shell's petroleum distribution and marketing businesses in the Eastern Caribbean, Guyana, Suriname and Belize in February 2005. It acquired The Shell Co. (Puerto Rico) Ltd in August 2006. Sol made a further purchase of Esso's assets in Suriname and Guyana in Nov. 2007 and in Haiti on Feb. 29, 2008.

   ORTEGA & GASSET TUNNEL OPENS. President Leonel Fernandez attended the formal opening of an 89-meter tunnel, overpass and pedestrian crossing aimed at easing the flow of traffic at the Jose Ortega y Gasset intersection with Av. 27 de Febrero, reports DR1 Daily News (May 6, 2011). The Ministry of Public Works said the roadworks, which cost US$27 (about RD$1 billion) were done by Brazil's Odebrecht with Brazilian export financing. Public Works Minister Victor Diaz Rua said that the main work on this stretch of the Duarte Corridor is the tunnel that connects to the state university. 

                                      ***

   NATURAL GAS GETS A PUSH. President Leonel Fernandez launched the Program for Implementation of Mass Use of Vehicular Natural Gas (GNV), reports DR1 Daily News (May 5, 2011):

    The program includes issuing licenses for importing equipment, conversion workshops and installation of 42 new gas stations. It also involves creation of four large corridors with natural gas stations from Santo Domingo to the east, north, south and northeast to ensure supplies of natural gas. Fernandez also announced a program to convert public transport vehicles to natural gas in order to gradually eliminate the Bonogas subsidy;

   Industry & Commerce Minister Manuel Garcia Arevalo said natural gas prices have been more stable and guaranteed a reliable supply and better prices for the DR. He said the first phase of the program to convert public transport vehicles to natural gas would start in June with 35 workshops that will convert the first 5,000 vehicles increasing to 20,000 by the end of the Fernandez term in Aug. 2012, adding that so far 1,614 vehicles have been converted to natural gas. President Fernandez handed over licenses to Itulcach Dominicana, V-GT VA Gas Technologia, AES Andres Dominicana, Pimax Investment, Alba Gas, Sunix, and several other companies. When in Brazil,  Fernandez had announced the possibility that Odebrecht may build a 500 megawatt natural gas plant.   
                                         ***

    RD$1.26 BILLION FOR COMPETITIVENESS. The National Authorizing Officer for European Union development funds Domingo Jimenez announced the signing of an agreement with the National Competitiveness Council for a donation of EUR22.9 million (about RD$1.26 billion) to contribute to implementation of a national plan for promoting competitiveness and innovation, reports DR1 Daily News (April 29, 2011). The funds seek to stimulate creation of quality jobs and strengthen the competitiveness of the country's productive sector in global markets. The funds will be disbursed in three phases from 2011-2013.

   ELECTRIC VEHICLES. Government and industry leaders here have begun talks with Electric Moto Corp. a developer of electric vehicles, regarding the manufacture and sales of its vehicles, reports Caribbean News Now (May 10, 2011).  "The recent spike in the cost of fuel oil and gasoline has had a  negative impact upon the economic development of many countries," said Robert Lancellotti, chairman of the board of Electric Moto. "The progress made in recent years in bringing manufacturing and service jobs here in developing eco-tourism resorts and other industries, is threatened by the skyrocketing costs of fuel." Electric Moto's likely expansion of its product line, from dual-sport electric motorcycles, to three-wheel and four-wheel electric vehicles of several types, as well as electric watercraft, provides a wide range of applications, from personal use, to commercial and industrial, and to governmental and military, he added.. 

  41 NEW PUBLIC SCHOOLS. The Ministry of Education will begin a program to restart construction of 41 public schools, reports Nuevo Diario (April 20, 2011). The Ministry says it will spend RD$720 million to have the schools ready for the next school year. The Ministry says it is ready to equip and furnish 38 schools in 17 provinces that were built at a cost 

of RD$761 million. Overall, 417 classrooms would be added for the 2011-2012 school year. The coordinator for the United Nations Human Development Program, economist Miguel Ceara Hatton, says that for the school year 2008-2009 some 632,000 children did not attend school, and things have not changed much, reports Listin Diario (April 20, 2011). He says the Dominican Constitution guarantees children the right to education. Of the total, an estimated 363,000 are children 5 to 17 years old, the remainder are 5 years or younger. "What kind of citizens will those 363,000 be after the state has failed them?" he asked.

   $17.5 MILLLION FROM IDB. The Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and Banco BHD of the Dominican Republic signed contracts for $17.5 million that will strengthen Banco BHD’s capital to expand its long-term lending to the corporate sector, including small and medium enterprises (SMEs), reports Caribbean News Now (May 6, 2011. The facility consists of a senior five-year loan of up to $5 million and an eight-year subordinated loan of up to $12.5 million from the IDB’s ordinary capital. This project is a component of the beyondBanking program carried out by the Financial Markets Division of the IDB’s Structured and Corporate Finance Dept.   

   CONSULTANTS NEEDED. The Central Bank. has invited bids by June 10 for consultants for a Camera Digitizing project (Proceso de Implementación Sistema de Cámara de Compensación de Cheques con Digitalización y Truncamiento). Refer to LPI BC01-2011-S. Details: Banco Central de la República Dominicana.  Depto  Compras y Contrataciones.Subdirección Cotizaciones y Licitaciones. Av. Pedro Henríquez Ureña Esq. Calle Leopoldo Navarro. Santo Domingo, República Dominicana. Apartado Postal 1347. Tel: (1-809) 221-9111 Ext. 3398. Fax. (1-809) 682-6339. E-mail: licitaciones@bancentral.gov.do. Web: www.bancentral.gov.do   
    NATURAL DISASTER RECUPERATION. A World Bank loan is for Project To Recover from Natural Disasters, Component I (BIRF 7546-DO; Id: P109932). Part of the funds are for Consultants to Design Bid Documents For Drainage Insfrastructure Works. Deadline: to prequalify: June 7, 2011. Refer to PP No. 006/2011, PP No. 007/2011, PP No. 008/201.

Details: Instituto Nacional Recursos Hidráulicos (INDRHI). Comité Licitaciones. Ave. Juan de Dios Ventura Simó esquina Enrique Jiménez Moya. Edifi II, 4to Piso, Centro de los Héroes. Santo Domingo, D.N., Zona Postal 10101, República Dominicana. Tel: (809) 532 - 3271 Ext. 3364. Fax: (809) 535 – 4013. Email: adquisiciones@indrhi.gov.do

   VIDEO LOTTERY TERMINALS. International Game Technology on April 27 said it has entered into an exclusive agreement with Caribbean CAGE LLC, a video lottery terminal and gaming terminal operator in Latin America and the Caribbean, to supply several thousand video lottery terminals in licensed bancas (Bancas de Apuestas Deportivas) in the Dominican Republic and to connect those gaming terminals to the IGT Casinolink gaming management solution system. Details: Jaclyn March, Shelle Murach. 775-448-8377. 775-448-0221. Email: Jaclyn.Murach@IGT.com, Shelle. Murach@IGT.com.

  ACCOUNTABILITY OF SOCIAL SECTORS. A $70 million World Bank loan is for Project:  125806-Third Performance and Accountability of Social Sectors DPL   The objectives are to: (a) enhance performance of social sectors to promote human capital for poor households; (b) improve budget management in the CCT program; (c) introduce performance-informed budgeting in social sectors; and (d) enhance transparency and civil society oversight for improved performance and accountability in social policy domain. Project identification is underway.  No consultants are required. Details: Ministerio Hacienda, Avda Mexico No. 45, Gazcue, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, Tel: (809) 687-5131 Ext. 2071/72, Fax: (809) 688-6561, E-mail: groques@hacienda.gov.do, Contact: Edgar Victoria, Director General, Credito Publico

   STATION WAGONS. A World Bank loan is for the Second Program of Support to Health Sector Reform (PARSS2). Part of the funds are to procure 2 station wagons for the Health Ministry; 2 for El SENASA; 6 station wagons and 2 trucks for the Center of Logistical Support PROMESE/CAL. Refer to: 777-0 DO; Id: P106619. And  Bid  B-LPI-01-11/PARSS2. Details: Comisión Ejecutiva para la Reforma del Sector Salud. Unidad Licitaciones y Adquisiciones, Tercer Piso. Gustavo Mejía Ricart No. 141, Edif. F. J. Montalvo, Ensanche Julieta. Santo Domingo, República Dominicana.. Teléfono: 809-547-2509, Ext. 253. Fax: 809-547-4690. Email: licitaciones@cerss.gov.do.

   COMPETING FOR BROADBAND MARKET. LIME, operators of the newly installed submarine fiber optic East-West Cable System, and the Dominican Telecommunications Institute (Indotel), have signed a contract under which it will serve as the newest telecom carrier services operator here, reports DR1 Daily News (May 12, 2011). The investment (about US$4.6million) is considered an important step in creating a road map for the future expansion of the telecom services that will add a stimulus to the broadband market here. 

    TWO NEW TV PRODUCTIONS. The Hispanic Information & Telecommunication Network, Inc. on May 5 announced the premier of two R. Paniagua, Inc. (RPI) productions in New York and the surrounding area. The  shows are sponsored by the Dominican Ministry of Tourism and AT&T Wireless to bring more culturally relevant television to the growing Latino and Dominican population in the tri-state area.  Both shows will bring new weekly episodes to HITN viewers. Republica Dominicana en 30 Minutos features in-depth breaking news from the Caribbean and Agenda Deportiva tracks headlines made by Dominican athletes around the world. Shot on location in the Dominican Republic at SIN Studios, and Directed by Rafael Gil and Executive Produced by Ralph Paniagua, the shows cover pertinent issues that concern state-side Dominican Americans. According to the US Census  there are about 1.36 million people of Dominican descent living in the US. Details:  Danielle Montoya, Communications & Public Relations Director, HITN. 1-646-731-3627, cell, +1-646-639-5885, Email: dmontoya@hitn.org

EL SALVADOR

   BRAZILIAN COOPERATION. The El Salvador Presidency on April 29 said that $22 million from the Agencia de Cooperación Brasileña will go to social projects, both productive and humanitarian, that are aimed at groups that have been traditionally excluded. These projects include various forms of cooperation including technical assistance, as well as humanitarian aid and financial support for different population segments, such as victims of sexual abuse, bodies of the civil protection system like the Fire Department and the agricultural sector and the Vocational Training Institute (INSAFORP). The country signed 13 agreements that will benefit many sectors including women, children, adolescents, indigenous peoples, and the prison population, among others.

    COFFEE FARM WINS CUP OF EXCELLENCE. A jury with representatives from different countries around the world gave the Cup of Excellence award to the Roxanita Farm for its production of the Pacamara strain of coffee variety, reports Laprensagrafica.com (May 9, 2011). The award paves way for its entry into the online auction which will be held on June 16. This is the ninth edition of the event, which in previous years has managed to break records, including the best-sales in a Cup of Excellence worldwide auction. Expectations are high this year as in 2010 the average sales price per quintal of coffee was $723, surpassing by almost $200 the best price in 2008, the report said.

    EDUCATION INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM.  A loan from Central American Bank for Economic Integration is for a Program of Social Infrastructure Development and Prevention of Vulnerability (BCIE No. 2015). Part of the funds are for a Program of Pleasant, Harmonious and Secure Spaces for the Education System. Bid deadlines: June 6 and 20. Details: Dirección Contrataciones Institucional – DCI MINED. Plan Maestro, Centro de Gobierno, Edif A1, 2º Nivel. Intersección Calle Guadalupe y Alameda Juan Pablo II. San Salvador, El Salvador. Tels. (503) 2537-6231, 2537-6238, 2510-6231 Fax: (503) 2537-6244, 2510-6245, 2537-6246. E-mail: gaci@mined.gob.sv. Web: www.comprasal.gob.sv

   CONSTRUCTION OF 1,500 HOMES. The El Salvador Presidency on April 29 said the National Popular Housing Fund gave the order to begin construction of the Santa Lucia and Procavi developments in the city of Santa Ana. The Santa Lucia project consists of 1,068 apartments, divided into 57 buildings on three levels. To date the fund has awarded the construction of the first 16 buildings -192 apartments - to two companies. For the rest of the development, FONAVIPO was to receive bids from firms on May 6.  Planned investment is $23,721,000. A few kilometers away from the site is the Procavi complex, a housing project of 416 apartments, whose construction is also underway. According to FONAVIPO the first phase of building will see the construction of four groups of buildings (27 in total, 216 apartments) that were awarded to other companies. Further bids were expected by early May for the other half of the project. 

   MONETARY TRANSFERS.
 A World Bank loan is for a Project to Protect Income and Employability (No. 7811-SV; ID: P117440). Part of the funds are for Consultants for Delivery of Monetary Transfer Persons Taking Part in PATT. Deadline: June 10, 2011. Refer to 1/2011-BMPATI-3-FISDL. Deadline: 10 June 2011. Details: Programa Apoyo Temporal al Ingreso (PATI). Fondo Inversión Social paraDesarrollo Local. 10 Av. Sur y Calle México, Barrio San Jacinto Frente a Casa Ex Presidencial. San Salvador, El Salvador.Atn. Norma González.. Tel: (503) 2505-1336, 2505-1244. Fax. 2505-1390, 2237-0145. E-mail: ngonzalez@fisdl.gob.sv.  Web: www.comprasal.gob.sv

   SHIPPING TO HONG KONG. DHL announced a new service between El Salvador and Hong Kong for loads of less than one container, reports LogisticsWeek.com (April 15, 2011). The service to be offered is for loads shipped within 29 days between San Salvador and Hong Kong, which will enable El Salvador to gain access to destinations in China, Taiwan and Japan in timescales of between 29 and 46 days. The 'Less than Container Load' (LCL) route is operated directly by DHL and seeks to capitalize on the strengthening of El Salvador's ties with the Asian Pacific region.   

    BEBE MUNDO ARRIVES. Ecuador's Bebé Mundo will invest $2 million in El Salvador to open its franchise here, generating more than 80 jobs, reports Elsalvador.com (April 28, 2011). The store offers clothing and toys for infants and small children. BebéMundo was born more than 10 years ago in Ecuador; it now has 8 stories in Ecuador, 2 in Costa Rica, and now one in El Salvador.  en Costa Rica, y ahora una en El Salvador. They plan to also open in Colombia and the Dominican Republic. 

   350MW POWER PROJECT. El Salvador's Superintendencia de Electricidad y Telecomunicaciones on April 27 invited bids by June 23 for a 350 MW power project, 

to be completed by July 1, 2016. .

                                         ***

GRENADA

   KNOWLEDGE, LEARNING NETWORK. A World Bank loan is for the Caribbean Knowledge and Learning Network-EU Support (Project Id: P108711, TF 094595). Part of the funds are for Supply of Equipment and Related Services for Caribnet Backbond and Access Nodes. Deadline: June 6, 2011. Refer to: Bid Number: ICB 11- 05-01. Details: David Edwards. Caribbean Knowledge and Learning Network. Mutual Trans-Nemwil Office Complex. The Villa, St Georges, Grenada. E-mail: procurement@ckln. 

   FARM EQUIPMENT FROM CHINA. The official hand-over of farm machinery and agricultural equipment, donated to Grenada by the Chinese government, was held in La Sagesse Farm, St David, reports Caribbean News Now (May 6, 2011). Prime Minister Tillman Thomas and Denis Lett, Minister of Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries, and Xu Jianguo, Chinese Ambassador to Grenada, were present at the ceremony. Thomas said the Agricultural Technical Cooperation Program between China and Grenada has contributed to improving technology and expanding agricultural production. Three small tractors, 14 walking tractors and other various farm machinery and agricultural equipment were handed over. 

   SCHOOL FURNITURE. The Govt of Grenada received financing from the Caribbean Development Bank towards the cost of the Schools Rehabilitation & Reconstruction Project. Part of the funds are for the Supply of School Furniture. Deadline to prequalify: June 27, 2011. Details: Project Management Unit. Ministry of Education. Botanical Gardens, Tanteen. St George, Grenada. Tel: (473) 440-7439. Fax: (473) 440-7701. E-mail: pmugrn@spiceisle.com, pcu@ spiceisle.com.

GUATEMALA

   EX-PRESIDENT ABSOLVED OF CORRUPTION. A court has absolved former President Alfonso Portillo of charges that he stole $15 million from the Defense Dept, reports AP (May 11, 2011). A panel of judges voted 2-1 to absolve Portillo and his former ministers of finance and defense. He remains in prison because he faces an extradition request from the US. He is charged in a New York federal court with embezzling $1.5 million in foreign donations intended to buy school library books in Guatemala. He allegedly endorsed checks drawn from a New York bank and deposited them in a Miami account. After leaving office in 2004, Portillo fled to Mexico where he received a work visa and was a financial adviser for a construction materials company. He was extradited from Mexico to Guatemala in 2008 to face the embezzlement charges at home and remained free until he was arrested on Jan. 26, 2010 on the U.S. extradition request. He was captured at a beach preparing to flee Guatemala by boat.

   SCHOOL FURNITURE  An Inter-American Development Bank loan is for the Program of My School Progresses (2018/OC-GU). Part of the funds are for procurement of School Furniture for Educational Centers. Deadline: June 10, 2011. Refer to: Details: Ministerio Educación. Atn: BID2018/OC-GU-LPI-02-2011. Edif Valsari, 3er Nivel, Oficina 304. 6ª. Calle 1-36, Zona 10. Código postal: 01010. Ciudad de Guatemala, Guatemala. Tel/Fax: (502) 2411-9595 Ext. 4122. E-mail: infoadqbid@mineduc.gob.gt. Web: www.guatecompras.gt

  MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS. Funds from the United Nations Development Program are for a Program of Metropolitan Development in the Municipality of Guatemala (Project GUA/04/022). Part of the funds are for procurement of Musical Instruments for the Municipal Musical School, Juvenile Municipal Orchestra and other groups. Bid deadline: June 13, 2011.  Details: Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Desarrollo, PNUD. Sección Adquisición Bienes y Servicios – ABS. Referencia: IAL GUA/04/022-620/2011. 5ª. Avda 5-55 Zona 14. Edif Euro Plaza World Business Center, Torre IV, Nivel 10. Ciudad de Guatemala, Guatemala 01014. Web: www.undp.org.gt/frmlicitaciones.aspx

   INDIAN EMBASSY. India has inaugurated an embassy in Guatemala, its first in Central America, reports Elnuevodiario.com.ni (May 2, 2011). E. Ahameda, India's Minister of Foreign Relations for Latin America, offered his nation's report to the entire region. Since April 1972, when both nations established diplomatic relations, Guatemala attended to these matters from its embassy in Japan, and India did so from its embassy in Mexico.

    $10 MILLION FOR OIL & FISHERIES SECTOR. A $10 million loan has been provided by India for the oil and fisheries sector, and some resources are also being allocated to the rail sector, reports sigloxxi.com (May 3, 2011). Commercial and political ties between Guatemala and India continue to strengthen.

   DIAPER PRODUCTION PLANT. The Colombian group Papelerala Internacional S.A. will build a diaper factory in Guatemala's department of Zacapa, reports sigloxxi.com (May 6, 2011). The new factory, with a production capacity of about 2 million diapers a month, begins operations in about three months, said general manager Eduardo Font.

  HYDROELECTRIC DAM. Las Tres Niñas S.A. received authorization from the Ministry of Energy & Mines to build the 120 MW El Orégano hydroelectric dam on the Río Grande, between Zacapa y Chiquimula, reports Elperiodico. com.gt (April 20, 2011). Among the projects of  Las Tres Niñas, which is part of the America Trans Group, are the 57 MW Caparjá hydro dam. As for El Orégano, the company said they could begin operations between late 2014 and mid-2015. 

   PAINT EXPORTS. Operations have begun at new Celco and Grupo Solid paint manufacturing plants, enabling new markets to be opened, reports sigloxxi.com (April 15, 2011). The increase in installed capacity is expected to lead to an increase in production. By 2012, the manufacture of 30 million gallons of paint are estimated to be possible, of which 8 million gallons will go toward national markets and the rest will be exported. Javier Castillo, president of a Guatemalan paint manufacturing association (Grefap), said "we want to start selling to Mexico, USA, part of the Caribbean and the Andean Communities. Currently only Central American countries are exported to". The Celco factory expansion will be completed in October and enable it to increase annual production to 4 million gallons. Grupo Solid's $16 million investment expects to enable it to increase production to 26 million gallons per year, as well as 6 million pounds of resin, according to Castillo.

   NEW HOTEL COMPLEX. Grupo Krea says it plans to complete the first phase of the $80 million Playa Monterrico hotel compex in Santa Rosa by the first quarter of 2012, reports Prensalibre.com (April 27, 2011).  The project, developed by Guatemalans, includes hotels, villas and apartments to be built over a 5-year period. José Miguel Falla, president of the group, says that after the market crisis in the US, the economy is recuperating and properties that were empty are now occupied.

GUYANA

   UNIVERSITY PROJECT. The University of Guyana (UG) has received financing from the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) toward the cost of Enhancement of the Regulatory Framework for the Improvement of Operations at UG. Part of the proceeds will be used to hire consultants to Review and develop the regulatory framework, and develop appropriate regulations and policy recommendations to address issues critical to the University´s operations and related services. . Deadline to prequalify: June 17, 2011. Details: (1) University of Guyana. Office of the Vice-Chancellor. Turkeyen Campus. Greater Georgetown, Guyana. Tel/Fax: (592) 222-3583. E-mail: vice-chancellor @ uog. edu.gy. (2) Caribbean Development Bank. Project Services Division. Attn: Procurement Officer. PO Box 408 – Wildey. St Michael, Barbados BB1100. Tel: (246) 431-1600. Fax: (246) 426-7269. E-mail: procurement@caribank.org   
   AGRI-CONTRACTS BEHIND SCHEDULE. An estimated 45% of contracts issued by the Ministry of Agriculture are behind schedule, reports The Kaieteur News (April 25, 2011), adding that steps are being taken to invoke clauses for damages and if possible to rescind the contracts. Minister of Agriculture Robert Persaud, made the revelation during the signing of ten contracts for drainage and irrigation works for almost $490 million. Eleven were scheduled to be signed; but one contractor was absent. Of the projects signed, two were re-tendered, a worrying factor for farmers who have been clamoring for emergency works, especially in the Essequibo Islands. With the rice farmers racing to capitalize on the good weather, contractors and regional officials were being urged to get their act together. Persaud noted that the contract documents were available for scrutiny by all, especially for residents living near the project area. 

  CHEAP FLIGHTS, The new regional airline REDjet is offering one-way flights from as low as US$9.99 plus taxes, said business development director, Robbie Burns, reports the Kaieteur News (April 21, 2011). REDjet will four times a week from Guyana to Barbados, but plans to move to daily flights when other destinations are added. The airline has two MD-82 jet aircraft, powered by two JT8D-217A engines. 

HAITI

   HAITIAN MANGOES AT WHOLE FOODS. Whole Foods on May 5 said that Haiti's king of fruit, the Francis mango, is taking the throne at Whole Foods Market. For a limited time, shoppers will find this exclusive, organic and Fair Trade Certified fruit under the grocer's Whole Trade program. Whole Foods Market is the sole buyer of certified organic and Fair Trade Certified mangoes from small Haitian growers, sometimes buying from a family with just one tree, said Ben Schmerler, producer services manager for Fair Trade USA. The estimated selling period for these "get them while you can" Haitian Whole Trade mangoes is throughout May and into June at all Whole Foods Market stores nationwide. Details: Liz.Burkhart@wholefoods.com; 512.542.0682, Lindsay.Lehfeld@wholefoods.com; 512.542.3483.

   INDUSTRIAL PARK PROJECT. Funds from the Inter-American Development Bank are for Management of the North Region Industrial Park. Some funds are for consultants to carry out Step 1 of the management project. Deadline: June 19, 2011. Refer to LPI Contract No. AOI-CT-MEF-124. Details: Ministère de l’Économie et des Finances. Unité Technique d’Exécution. 26, rue 3 – Pacot. Port-au-Prince HT6113, Haïti. No other contact info available, which raises questions about the transparency of  this opportunity   
    HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER. The Clinton Bush Haiti Fund said May 11 it will invest $2 million to complete construction of a hotel project that was abruptly halted following the 2010 earthquake. The 130-room Oasis Hotel was fully funded and construction was well underway prior to the quake. While the building remains structurally sound, work ceased when several of the original Haitian shareholders perished, while others suffered severe financial losses, making them unable to meet their investment commitments to the project. Clinton Bush Haiti Fund’s VP of programs and investments Paul Altidor said Oasis will have meeting space and other business amenities. Fewer than 100 hotel rooms survived the quake in Port-au-Prince, and today Haiti has a critical shortage of hotel space. 

   NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSING. A $65 million World Bank loan is for Port-au-Prince Neighborhood Housing Reconstruction. The objective is to finance an emergency post earthquake neighborhood reconstruction project in Port-au-Prince including urban planning, community mapping, reconstruction of housing and community infrastructure, technical support to community organizations and municipalities. Consultants will be required. Details: Bureau de Monetisation des Programmes d’Aide au Developpement, Blvd Harry Truman, Ancien Immeuble, International, Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tel: (509) 2223-8625, Fax: (509) 2221-2149, E-mail: Lecorpsmichael@hotmail.com, Contact: Michael Lecorps, Director General

   GOODS TO GRENADA.
The first shipment of Haitian goods under a temporary non-reciprocal preferential basis with other member states of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) arrived in St George’s, Grenada, reports Caribbean News Now (April 29, 2011). Ambassador Irwin LaRocque, CARICOM assistant secretary-general trade and economic development praised the Community’s non-reciprocal access to sister member state Haiti as a sign of their commitment to its reconstruction through private sector engagement. The shipment, including wall decorations, candle and napkin holders, and wind chimes, was made under the  arrangement agreed by the Council of Trade & Economic Development (COTED) last year and endorsed by CARICOM heads of government.  Haiti made the request for the arrangement in May 2010 at the 30th meeting of COTED in Georgetown. Haiti was preparing for participation in the trade in goods regime of the CARICOM Single Market (CSM) when the earthquake struck in Jan. 2010. 

HONDURAS

   INVESTMENT PROMOTION LAW. The Honduran Congress passed a law to attract foreign investment through benefits and guarantees to businesses, reports Laprensahn.com (May 5, 2011). One of the most important aspects is the "accelerated procedure for large-scale investments." When the Planning Secretary declares a project of national interest (projects involving more than $50 million worth of investment), a request is made to the National Investment Council for the implementation of an accelerated investment. "When approved, the request will be forwarded to the Executive Power so that the President of the Republic in Council of Ministers can issue an executive order containing a certificate of incorporation and operation feasibility which includes all the permits required by Honduran law. This procedure, from its beginning to its conclusion with the issuance of the executive order will take place within 30 days, under Article 41,” according to the article.

   RAPID TRANSIT. With a $30 million loan from the Inter-American Development Bank, Honduras in September will begin the bidding process for an urban transport system in the Honduran capital, Laprensahn.com (May 11, 2011).  The Transmetro project involves an excusive lane for buses. The first phase includes a 9 km. stretch from the National Stadium to the Kennedy area.  Elías Lizardo, director of the city's Public-Private office, said construction would begin in 2012.

   WORLD TRADE CENTER. 
Vision Communities late this year will begin construction of a World Trade Center in San Pedro Sula, reports Laprensashn.com (May 9, 2011). The project (estimated investment $50 million), to be completed in late 2013, will be a complex of 13 buildings. Sofia Cano Roviera, president of the World Trade Center, appearing at the Honduras is Open for Business event, said buildings will range in height from 2 floors and 8 to 10 floors, and will include a hotel and offices. 

   IDB LOAN FOR EDUCATION. Honduras will improve basic education for more than 100,000 students with the help of a $37 million loan from the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), reports Caribbean News Now (April 28, 2011). The funds will help students to learn more in basic education schools that serve the poorest population.  The goal is to complement the “Bono 10Mil” program, which provides conditional cash transfers to low-income families that keep their children in school.  The programs aim to reduce the first grade repetition rate, presently at 20%, to less than 12% in three years. More than 50,000 students in grades three to six will receive a personal computer to improve their learning and encourage them to graduate from elementary school. In Honduras, the graduation rate of sixth grade students is less than 70%. It is expected that this rate will increase by one point for each year of the program to produce a graduation rate of 75%. The 545 beneficiary schools will receive technical equipment for network connections to digital educational resources, computer applications for collaborative work in school (“groupware”), and administrative management support. Teachers in these schools will also receive a computer and technical support. 

   GYPSUM  BOARD FACTORY. A gypsum board factory will start operations in June, and plans to serve the local market and the rest of Central America, reports Latribuna.hn (May 13, 2011). "To date we have invested $16 million, totaling $27 million over the short term," said businessman Guillermo Kattan.

  WATER LEAK DETECTION.  Funds from the World Bank's Intl Development Association are for a Project To Modernize Drinking Water & Sewage, "Promosas" (AIF Credit No. 4335-HO; Id P103881). Part of the funds are for Detection and Correction of Leaks in the Water Distribution Systems in the Municipaliities of Puerto Cortes, Choloma, La Lima, Siguatepeque and Comayagua.  Bid deadline: June 20, 2011. Refer to: LPI No. SEFIN/UAP/LPI-001-2011. Details:  Lic. Gabriela Salgado, Coordinadora General. Unidad Administradora de Proyectos. Séptimo Piso Edif de la Secretaria de Finanzas, Frente a Quinchon León. Barrio El Jazmín, Centro de Tegucigalpa, Honduras. Tel: (504) 2220-0133, 2220-1538. Fax: (504) 2222-6120. Email: gsalgado@sefin.gob.hn. Web: www.honducompras.gob.hn

    FERTILIZER IMPORTS. The Honduran Coffee Institute (IHCAFE) confirmed a $7.8 million investment to import agrochemicals for the 2011/2012 harvest, reports dlgtradingroom.com (April 27, 2011). Asterio Reyes, president of IHCAFE, said that in anticipation of the impact the price of oil will have on the cost of chemicals, they will buy 100 million pounds of urea and 150,000 pounds of  improved formula to safeguard the 2011 -2012 harvest. IHCAFE projects that the current harvest, which ends next Sept. 30, will total about 4.6 million bags and see record revenues between $ 1.1 and $1.2 billion.  

   $46 MILLION FOR DISASTER PREVENTION. The Central American Bank for Economic Integration (BCIE) will invest $46 million in Honduras for infrastructure and prevention of disasters, reports terra.com (April 29, 2011).   

    MODEL CITY STUDIES. The Govt of Honduras signed an agreement with the South Korea’s Posco, to carry out feasibility studies for construction of the first model city, reports Laprensahn.com (May 6, 2011). The agreement states that the company will perform the necessary analysis to determine whether it is possible to build the model cities in selected regions. A Honduran government delegation headed by President Wolf, traveled to South Korea in February, which allowed closer business ties to be forged with companies such as Posco. The company, which will attend the international forum “Honduras is Open for Business”, is said to be a major  steelmaker, participating in investment projects in various international engineering companies, building construction, power generation, automotive components and development and exploitation of natural resources.

   HYDRO PLANT CONTRACT. The Honduran Council of Ministry signed an agreement of understanding with China's Sinohydro for construction of the Patuca III hydrelectric plant, reports Laprensahn.com (May 4, 2011). Carlos Días, manager of the project, said they expect by Nov. 2013 to be carrying out the first tests. The president of the Empresa Nacional de Energía Eléctrica (ENEE), Roberto Martínez Lozano, said the hydroelectric plant, in three phases, means an investment of about $1.2 billion, 600 MW, and numerous jobs.

  CHINA TO INVEST IN DAM. China will invest $50 million in the first phase of the Patuca III dam, after signing an agreement with the Honduran government, reports Laprensahn.com (April 18, 2011). The agreement was signed for the first phase in Olancho, 220 kms east of the capital, Tegucigalpa. Roberto Martínez, drector of the Empresa Nacional Energía Eléctrica (ENEE), said the accord was signed in the presence of representatives of companies Shino-Hidro, Chan Ching-teng and the official ceremony would be held on May 16. The first phase is for creation of a tunnel to shift the flow of the Patuca River, installation of camps for the personnel, and improvment of the rural access road where the hydroelectric plant will be built.

    NEW HOSPITAL. With $30 million financing from South Korea a new hospital center will be built in Choluteca, reports Lapresnahn.com (April 25, 2011). The 150-bed facility will increase medical coverage for the southern zone of the country. South Korean Ambassador Chong-on Won said this is another project designed to improve the national hospital network. The government of South Korea offers help in that area after the successful inauguration of the Atlántida hospital 

in La Ceiba, said  Health Secretary Arturo Bendaña.

   HYDRO PROJECT FINANCING. $300 million for construction of the Patuca III hydroelectric III was approved by the Eximbank, reports Laprensahn.com (May 2, 2011). Finance Secretary William Chong Wong said negotiations with China are in their final phase, allowing for approval of financing by the bank. Roberto Martínez Lozano, director of teh Empresa Nacional de Energía Eléctrica (Enee), said the first stone would be placed on May 16 to inaugurate construction which should be completed in 36 months.

   WINDPOWER PROJECT. The turbines at the Cerro de Hula windpower plant will be tested for the first time in August, reports IFandP.com (April 26, 2011). The fourth largest energy project in Honduras will supply 6% of the nation's needs by year end. Depending upon the results in August, the park could be fully operational by December. The project received a loan of $159 million from the US. Export-Import Bank. The turbines will be manufactured at Gamesa in Pennsylvania, using ABB Power generators.

  SEWAGE CONSTRUCTION An Inter-American Development Bank loan is for a Supplement to the Program of Investment in Drinking Water & Sewage (BID- 1793/SF-HO). Part of the funds are for Construction of Phase I of the Sanitary Sewage System. Deadline: June 14, 2011. Refer to: LPI-FHIS-01-2011. Details: Fondo Hondureño Inversión Social (FHIS). Atn Señor Nasry Juan Asfura Zabla. Salón de reuniones ubicado en el 2do. Nivel. Col. Godoy, antiguo Edif del IPM. Comayagüela, M.D.C. Honduras.  Tel: (504) 2234-5231-37, (504) 2234-5258. Fax: (504) 2234-5258. E-mail: licitaciones@fhis.hn

   PORT EXPANSION. The Honduran Port Authority (ENP) said it will invest $225 million to improve the Cortés Port's facilities, reports Proceso.hn (April 15, 2011). ENP head Maynor Pinto said the project will be financed by funds from the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI) and the World Bank, adding that in around three months the first $40 million are expected. The project seeks to double the volume of cargo handled by the port, especially the number of containers loaded and unloaded. According to ENP, after Easter it will go out to tender to find a consulting firm to support the authority's council of directors. This will be based on a shortlist of companies that have already prequalified.

JAMAICA

   20,000 ARRIVALS IN ONE DAY. Tourism Minister Edmund Bartlett said Jamaica welcomed over 20,000 visitors to its shores on April 20, reports Caribbean News Now. Speaking during the closing session of the 4th annual Tourism Outlook Seminar in Montego Bay, Bartlett said the visitors arrived by air at the Sangster Intl Airport (5,000) and by sea at the Montego Freeport (6,600), the new Falmouth Pier (5,500 visitors), Ocho Rios (3,500). He added that there was a 5.6% increase in stop over arrivals in Jamaica during the 2010-2011 winter tourist season, which came to an end on April 15, and a 9.6% increase in cruise arrivals during the winter tourist season, over the same period in 2010.   

   CHRISTIAN TOURISM. Minister of Tourism Edmund Bartlett on May 10 announced that some 5,000 Christian cruise ship passengers and crew members will visit Montego Bay, aboard the “Carnival Destiny”, on June 1 to participate in Jamaica Praise Fest 2011, staged at the Dump Up Beach, June 1-4. The passengers, from the US will play a leading role in the mission, dubbed “Cruise with a Cause” set to kick-start Jamaica’s involvement in faith-based tourism. They will be engaged in Christian ministries in Jamaica’s schools, prisons and other institutions across the island, and will distribute literature and school supplies to over 130,000 students in 230 schools. Events will culminate with a concert featuring acclaimed Christian artists and evangelists, including Donnie McClurkin, Hezekiah Walker and Byron Cage.

                                       *** 

  RENEWABLE ENERGY PLAN. Jay Yeo, president of Toronto-based Solamon Energy, said the company will meet with senior government officials in Jamaica shortly and confirmed plans for solar solutions targeting the old open-pit bauxite mines, reports Caribbean News Now (May 9, 2011):

   Solamon executives were to visit Kingston, Jamaica in late May, to meet with leaders at local universities, manufacturers, airports, hotels and gated communities, in addition to politicians. Bauxite is found throughout the limestone hills of western Jamaica and was mined extensively after the Second World War and then shipped abroad. Thousands of bauxite mines lie unused, dug to produce alumina, remaining eyesores on the island. Research funds have been recently allocated to develop several of these mines into agricultural farms, and Solamon has the resources to supply a finite number of solar farms, whether fixed mount or tracking solutions. Most of the old bauxite mines were bought by the Jamaican government in the 1970s, and Solamon is meeting with senior government officials, including the Bauxite Institute, to determine priorities and to begin site surveys;

   Solamon Energy designs and installs integrated arrays of ground-mounted photovoltaic cells that are connected by cable to each other and to converters, inverters, batteries and transmission points, utilizing minimally 5 acres of land per unit, which is called an “Apollo Acre”. Solamon is focused on packaging and delivering turnkey systems across the Caribbean, and seeks to open field offices in The Bahamas, Jamaica, Barbados and Belize.

                   NETHERLANDS ANTILLES

   CAROLINA/CURACAO FLIGHTS. Starting June 22, InselAir, Curacao’s national carrier, is launching twice weekly, nonstop flights on Wednesdays and Saturdays, from Charlotte Douglas Intl Airport (CLT) in North Carolinia to Curacao Intl Airport (CUR), reports Caribbean News Now (May 10, 2011). Curacao Tourist Board CEO Ghatim Kabbara said InselAir services Curacao with daily flights from Miami, Sunday through Friday, accounting for more than 55,000 seats each year. With the new service from Charlotte to Curacao, InselAir adds 15,808 seats per year, boosting its total seats out of the US to 71,136 annually. The new service helps to increase Curacao’s capacity to nearly 191,000 seats per year from the US. 

NICARAGUA

   LIVESTOCK FACTORY. With an initial investment of $30 million, Mexico’s Viz/Sukarne Group has inaugurated the first intensive animal farming factory in Nicaragua, reports Laprensa.com.ni (May 6, 2011). The total project, with a planned investment of $100 million in 18 months, consists of a feedlot area, an animal feed factory and a slaughterhouse. Jesus Vizcarra Calderon, president of Viz-Sukarne, said the investment plan includes expanding the capacity of the industrial plant, by constructing an abattoir for the slaughter and deboning of cattle "to global specifications of the highest quality and competitiveness".  The project includes collection centers and cold rooms for processing meat for export;
  The Unidad Industrial de Ganaderia Integral Nicaragua, S.A. (GINSA) is SuKarne’s first investment in livestock outside Mexico, and the first large cattle fattening enterprise in Nicaragua. The project includes 10 storage centers for direct feeding of livestock, and fattening corrals for 50,000 head of cattle.  Vizcarra said "this project has been financed by Rabobank of Holland, in collaboration with the Corporacion Latinoamericana de Desarrollo de Agronegocios (LAAD), and pre-authorized lines of credit from the Inter-American Development Bank and the Mexican bank, Inbursa";

   This project constitutes the largest investment ever made in the country's livestock sector, he said, adding it is creating 1,000 direct jobs. SuKarne, founded more than 40 years ago, is one of the largest companies in Mexico. Details: Alberto Aviles, +52-667-185-0432, Alberto@AquiMero.com

                                  ***

   TRANSMISSION PROJECT. A loan from the Inter-American Development Bank is for National Reinfocement of Transmission for Integration with the SIEPAC Project (1877/BL-NI, BID-ENATREL). Part of the funds are for Design, Supply, Civil Works, and Related Works for Construction of the Double Circuit Line, Substation Ticuantepe-Anillo. Deadline: June 24, 2011. Refer to: LPI No. GIP-03-2011-ENATREL. Details: ENATREL. Empresa Nacional de Transmisión Eléctrica. Atn: Msc. Jorge Enrique Aquino Gadea, Unidad Central de Adquisiciones. Oficinas Centrales de ENATREL, Edif ENEL Central. Intersección Pista Juan Pablo II y Avda Bolívar.. Managua, Nicaragua. Tel: (505) 2267-4732. Fax: (505) 2270-5867. E-mail: jaquino@enatrel.gob.ni.Web: www.nicaraguacompra.gob.ni

   SUPPORT TO ELECTRIC SECTOR. An  Inter-American Development Bank loan is for a Program of Support to the Electric Sector (1933/BL-NI-2, BID-ENATREL). Part of the funds are for Supply of Goods and Related Services for the 138KV Transmission Line Deadline: June 10, 20110. Refer to: GIP-15-2010-ENATREL. Details: Empresa Nacional de Transmisión Eléctrica (ENATREL). Lic. Jorge Aquino Gadea, Unidad Central de Adquisiciones. ENEL Central, Intersección Pista Juan Pablo II y Avda Bolívar . Managua, Nicaragua. Tel: (505) 2267-4732 . Fax: (505) 2270-5867 . E-mail: jaquino@enatrel.gob.ni. Web: www.nicaraguacompra.gob.ni

   WATER, SEWAGE PROJECT. A loan from the World Bank's Intl Development Assn is for a Water & Sewage Project in the Managua Metro Area (PRASMA). Convenio de Crédito No. 4527-NI y Donación No. H4300-NI; ID: P110092. Part of the funds are for procurement of 5 lots of Control Equipment ANF. Deadline: June 20, 2011. Refer to: LPI-003-2011. Details: Lic. Natalia Avilés Herrera. Oficina de Adquisiciones e Importaciones. ENACAL, Plantel Asososca, Km 5 Carretera Sur.Managua, Nicaragua. Teléfono: (505) 2253-8000. Fax: (505) 266-7914. Email: vcompras@enacal.com.ni

   WATER, SEWAGE EQUIPMENT. An Inter-American Development Bank loan is for a Program of Investments in Drinking Water & Sewage (1787/SF-NI). Part of the funds are for Equipment of Protection and Work Security. Deadline: June 13, 2011. Refer to LPI 006-2011. Details: ENACAL. Dirección Adquisiciones e Importaciones. Atn: Lic. Natalia Avilés Herrera, Directora. Oficinas Centrales, Plantel Asososca – 35 Avda S. O. y Km. 5 carretera sur. Managua, Nicaragua. Tel: (505) 2253-8000 Ext. 2016. Fax: (505) 2266-7914. E-mail: vcompras@enacal.com.ni (con copia a: compras_a8@enacal.com.ni).    

   DRAINAGE WORKS. An Inter-American Development Bank is for a Rainfall Drainage Program and Development in the Managua Drainage Area (NI-L1010; Contrato de Préstamo No. 2243/BL-NI). Part of the funds are for Construction of Drainage Works in the 31 de Diciembre Area. Deadline: July 15, 20110. Refer to: BID/ALMA-02/2011. Details: Alcaldía Managua. Centro Cívico El Zumen. Para pagos de los documentos: Modulo E, costado Oeste, Centro de Cajas, Dirección Recaudación. Atn: Ing. David Valdivia, Director de Adquisiciones. Para retirar documentos, presentar ofertas y apertura:. Modulo C, planta alta, Puerta C-105 . Managua, Nicaragua. Tel: (505) 2265-0655, 2265-1809. Fax: (505) 2265-0921. E-mail: dvaldiviamanaqua.qob.ni

PANAMA

  NEW BUSINESS GROWING. The demand for goods and services established by multinationals in Panama is generating opportunities for local entrepreneurs, reports Pa-digital.com.pa (May 5, 2011).  Manuel Ferreira, director of Economic Affairs in the Chamber of Commerce, Industries & Agriculture of Panama (CCIAP), cites as an example the growth that transport companies have had in meeting the high demand for transport services for the executives of the multinationals. "One of the opportunities that have arisen from the construction of high rise buildings in Panama is the creation of companies engaged in corporate cleaning, of which there were very few before, now new ones are being created and the majority of them are Panamanian," the Chamber said.

   QUALIFIED LABOR SHORTAGE. Panama suffers from a shortage of qualified labor, reports Prensa.com (April 19, 2011). Candidates reportedly lack communication skills, arrive late to interviews, submit poorly written resumes, or resign shortly after being hired. By the end of this year, several multinational companies will open up shop in Panama and help the economy grow at 7%, as long as they are able to find skilled, proactive and responsible candidates, capable of selling their selves at job interviews. Right now, this is difficult task. The Labor Ministry has invested in Job Training programs, and has provided $58 million for Inadeh, the state owned training center. However, Samuel Vargas, general director of employment, said "we do not feel capable of meeting the demand for labor of these new companies". The Metro project alone will require 4,000 workers, Trump Panama will require 300 employees, West Mall must cover a shortage of 3.000 people and Panama-Pacifico in Howard plans to hire 4.000 workers by 2014.

     HIRING FOREIGN WORKERS. A new law will allow companies seek an exception enabling them to hire more foreign workers, Prensa.com (April 25, 2011). Although the Labor Code Código de Trabajo) in Panama allows companies to have 10% of their workers be foreigners, executives who have a problem finding local personnel for certain jobs may now apply to the Ministerio de Trabajo y Desarrollo Laboral for an exception. The exception has a life of one year and could be extended to five years.

  POLYCLINICS WORKS. The Social Security Agency (Caja de Seguro Social) on May 9 invited bids by June 10 for construction of several polyclinics across Panama. The bids include design, final plans and construction of clinics located in Guararé, Provincia Los Santos ($1,6 millones), Penonomé, Provincia de Coclé ($12 millones), Aguadulce,  Provincia de Coclé ($18 millones) and San Juan de Dios, Provincia de Los Santos ($13 millones). Details: PanamaCompra.gob.pa.  
   HIGH CELLPHONE DENSITY. Panama ranks 8th in the world in terms of cellphone density, reports Prensa.com (May 9, 2011). The study, “Tecnología de Información Global”, carried out by the World Economic Forum, analyzed the penetration of the mobile telephone industry worldwide. Panamá was found to have 164.4 cellphones for each 100 persons, a level exceeded only by a few Asian and European countries. Analysts attribute the high density to the operation of four companies, in a nation of only 3.5 million persons.       
   LOANS FOR MICROBUSINESS. 700 micro businesses in Panama completed procedures for obtaining credit from financial institutions, reports Prensa.com (May 5, 2011). As part of the conference organized by the National Authority for the micro, small and medium enterprises, more than 800,000 employers contacted financial institutions and banks, with whom they discussed the possibility of obtaining loans for their businesses. At the event, held in Chiriqui, 700 employers were able to finalize paperwork to obtain funding for more than $1.7 million. The activity included specialized seminars, lectures and exhibitions related to microcredit financing. 

   GERMAN INVESTORS INTERESTED. Don Limón, a German food company, seeks to buy banana, pineapple, melon and watermelon from Panama, reports Prensa.com (April 18, 2011). Andrés Shindler, owner of the company, toured various plantations, looking for producers able to export to Europe. This company sells around $28 million per year, and buys from Mexico, Costa Rica and Brazil. Javier Calvo, Panamanian ambassador in Germany, added that several German energy companies are interested in investing in Panama's energy market, especially in wind and solar power.  
   GOLD MINE EXPANSION. Petaquilla Minerals Ltda, which owns the Molejón mine, on May 13 announced improvements that include a stacked lixiviation system, expected to generate an increase in gold recovery of 7,200 ounces of gold per month. A third drum washer, in the final stages of its implementation will improve clay treatment. With the installation of a new horizontal track Carbon-in-Column ("CIC") it is hoped that the absorption capacity of gold will increase by 80% and the efficiency of the gold recovery mill system will also improve.

   AEGEAN MARINE EXPANDS. The Maritime Authority said April 26 it has granted Aegean Marine Petroleum Network Inc. a 20-year concession for operations on the coast.  It will have an exclusive contract to store petroleum at the  ports of San Cristóbal and Balboa, both on strategic locations of the Panama Canal.  Some 14,000 ships pass through the ports yearly, carrying 3 million metric tons of gasoline. Both have a capacity to hold 3 million barrels, with room to expand.

   MORE OIL STORAGE.  Panama will invest $300 million to install new storage tanks for bunker and other oil derivatives, reports Prensa.com (April 15, 2011). The new tanks will enable Panama to double its storage capacity from 5 million barrels now to 10 million in 2014. According to studies, for every four ships that pass through the canal, only one refuels at Panamanian facilities. Investors hope to turn this number round so that three of every four boats purchase fuel in the country. This project is part of a wider strategy to turn Panama’s location into a fuel storage hub.

  SUPPORT OF WIND ENERGY. The national assembly agreed to a draft law to expand support for wind energy, reports Caribbean News Now (April 25, 2011). Operators of renewable energy projects could sell the generated current on their own up to now as long as the maximal capacity did not exceed 10 MW, according to the Exportinitiate Renewable Energies of the Federal Ministry of Economics. The new law  supports wind projects via auctioning of concessions. The awarded contracts at the auction with the state-run supplier Transmisión Eléctrica (ETESA) will last for 15 years. The State Secretary for Energy referred to the strategic significance of wind energy in the dry seasons in particular. 

  AUSTRALIAN COMPANIES VISIT. A group of Australian mining companies toured Panama to analyze the possibility of exploiting mineral deposits, reports Prensa.com (April 19, 2011). Katrina Cooper, Australian ambassador at Mexico, said that despite the almost non existent trade relationship between the countries, there are good investment opportunities in the mining sector, as well as in infrastructure, agri-business and technology. Kooper said that 60% of the world's mines use Australian technology, due to the country's progress in that area, adding that Panama should see Australia as the doorway to Asia.

   PUBLIC REGISTRY BIDS. The Public Registry (Registro Público) on May 12 invited bids by Jun 21 for construction and equipping of the third floor of its headquarters. The project involves remodeling, adding offices, and modernizing the existing building on Vía España, Corregimiento de San Francisco, Ciudad de Panamá, Provincia de Panamá. Details: PanamaCompra.gob.pa.

    911 CONTRACT. Cable & Wireless Panama won a $14 million contract to modernize the 911 emergency service in El Salvador, reports Laprensagrafica.com (April 26, 2011). Four  companies had presented bids to the Ministry of Public Security. The contract includes installation of of a call center, a GPS system for vehicles of the National Civil Police, and 50 security cameras in the San Salvador metro area.. 

   CABLE & WIRELESS TO INVEST $100 MILLION. Growth in demand for internet services has caused Cable & Wireless Panama to invest $100 in an expansion of its network, reports pa-digital.com.pa (April 28, 2011). Last year invested $50 million here. In the first semester of 2011, client data traffic grew by 70%  between 5 p.m. and 11 p.m. Total consumption grew by 40%.

   PHONE NETWORK EXPANSION.  Telefónica Móviles Panamá, S.A., responding to growing demand, will expand its network to all provinces, especially those in provinces of difficult access, reports Revista It Now (April 29, 2011). 

   HEMODIALYSIS FACILITIES. The Social Security Dept (Caja de Seguro Social in Spanish) on May 2 invited bids by June 6 for operation and maintenance of new hemodialysis facilities (estimated cost $105 million). The tender includes contracts for the design, fitting of the physical space and/or construction of infrastructure both internally and externally to existing hospitals, equipment installation, setting up and providing preventive and corrective maintenance of the hemodialysis units, and the provisions for patient intake to the Hemodialysis Program of the Social Security Dept, for 52 months (extendable). Details: PanamaCompra.gob.pa. 

   UNDERWATER SAND EXTRACTION. Panama's Ministry of Commerce & Industry granted two contracts to companies to explore and extract underwater sand, reports Prensa.com (May 4, 2011). The companies, Ampliaciones Portuarias and Desarrollo Portuario, received the permits to extra the sand in La Esmeralda, district of Balboa, province of Panamá. Ampliaciones Portuarias  was granted 492 hectates and Desarrollo Portuario was granted 499 hectáres.

   FREE TRADE ZONE OPPORTUNITIES. The Colon Free Trade Zone (CFZ) offers a remarkable opportunity to U.S. companies in the consumer retail sector, according to a May 2011 report by the US Dept. of Commrce. It is currently the world’s second largest free trade zone – trailing Hong Kong – but is much more accessible for merchants from throughout Latin America. In the CFZ, a U.S. exporter can sell to one merchant, duty free, and then expect to see his products distributed and retailed throughout Central America, the Caribbean, and the Andean region of South America as a result. The ideal U.S. company for this sort of model is one that is making a consumer retail item in the U.S. that already enjoys strong domestic sales to such mass merchants as Walgreen’s, Target, or Wal-Mart. However, the CFZ also enjoys strong sales in all areas of consumer retail, such as sporting goods, jewelry, perfumes, electronics, and clothing at all price points. Paid subscribers to Caribbean Update may obtain the 4-page report by sending an email to: kalwagenheim@cs.com.

   PUBLIC MARKET PROJECT.  The Presidential Ministry on May 2 invited bids by June 13 for construction and equipping of the Public Market in Panama City. Designs and final plans were prepared by Mercados Centrales de Abastecimiento, S.A. (MERCASA).

    COPA MOBILE WEBSITE. Copa Airlines on April 14 announced the launch of its mobile site copaair.com , which provides passengers access to the major functions of the airline's web site, copaair.com, including electronic boarding passes that can be accessed from smartphones or other portable electronic devices.  The mobile version of copaair.com is available in Panama, making the Tocumen Intl Airport the first in Latin America to accept mobile boarding passes for international flights, said Diana Mizrachi-Kopel , Director of Customer Experiences. Details: Patricia Roquebert, mediarelations@copaair.com. 
   INTEGRAL SECURITY PROGRAM. An Inter-American Development Bank loan is for a Program of Inttegral Security (No. 1762/OC-PN). Part of the funds are for Procurement and Supply of Implements, Articles and Sports Clothing for  Sporting Leagues Program. Deadline: June 28, 2011. Refer to LPI - 001-2011. Details: Ministerio Seguridad Pública. Oficina Seguridad Integral (OSEGI). Dr. Manuel Zambrano Chang (Director Ejecutivo), Sr. Rory Williamson. Edif BBVA, Torre menor, Piso 3, Oficina 3E. Avda Balboa y Calles 42 y 43, Bella Vista. Ciudad Panamá, República Panamá. E-mail: mzambrano@minseg.gob.pa, rwilliamson@minseg.gob.pa

   DEADLINE CHANGE Deadline changed from May 20 to June 3 for "Construction of Expansions of Sub-Stations and Transmission Lines", part of Phase II of the Proyecto Colon, funded by Inter-American Development Bank loan No. 2024/OC-PN. Refer to: Licitación pública No. 2011-2-78-0-08-LP-001371. Details: Empresa Transmisión Eléctrica, S.A. Atn: Lcda. Yariela Cabré y Yariela Ordas. Gerencia de Compras e Inventario. Edif Sun Tower, Torre B, Avda Ricardo J. Alfaro. Tercer Piso/Gerencia Compras e Inventario. Apartado Postal 0816-01552. Panamá 5, Panamá. Tel: (507) 501-3891. Fax: (507) 501-3502. E-mail: ycabre@ etesa. com. pa, yordas@etesa.com.pa. Web: www.panamacompra.gob.pa

   TOW TRUCK CERTIFICATION. Funds from the United Nations System are for Administration of the Program of Training & Formation of Human Capital, Phase II. Part of the funds are for Service of Certification of Tow Truck Operators. Proyecto PS00062184 Deadline: June 13, 20110. Details: Programa Naciones Unidas Desarrollo (PNUD).  Unidad de adquisiciones, Proyecto PS00062184. Fortalecimiento del INADEH para la Administración Programa de Capacitación y Formación Capital Humano, Fase II”. Oficina de la Unidad Coordinadora del Programa de Fortalecimiento del INADEH. Centro de INADEH de Tocumen, Pabellón No. 9, Puerta H-41. Ciudad de Panamá, República de Panamá. Tel: (507) 238-1930/1932. Fax: (507) 238-1966. E-mail: inadeh_pnud@ inadeh.edu.pa

    SOUTH CORRIDOR EXTENSION. Panama approved the extension of the South Corridor and granted rights for the seabed to be filled in up to 40 hectares, so as to provide a source of funding for the extension, reports Prensa.com (May 3, 2011). The new landfill will be extended between the former Marcos A. Airport Gelabert (now Punta Pacifica) and the Convention Center Atlapa. "The commercialization of 40 acres of landfill-- the extension would be almost double the size of Punta Pacifica--will finance the expansion of the South Corridor to six lanes for its entire length and extend the Northern Corridor to Dec. 24. However The Government has not yet decided how to exploit these rights to fill the seabed.

   TOP US EXPORT PROSPECTS.  The US Dept. of Commerce on  April 27 issued a series of two-page reports (PDF files). (1) Automotive Parts/Service Equipment are a great export prospect; (2) Building Products; (3) Computers and Peripherals, booming economy; (4) Construction Equipment; (5) Electrical Power Systems; (6) Financial Services; (7) Franchising; (8) Ports and Shipbuilding Equipment; (9) Security and Safety Equipment; (10) Telecommunications. Paid subscribers may receive a copy of the report via email by contacting: kalwagenheim@cs.com

PUERTO RICO

   BRACING FOR PHARMA PATENT EXPIRATION. Puerto Rico's pharmaceutical industry, once the cornerstone of the manufacturing sector and overall economy, is bracing for another round of job and plant reductions, given the string of major drug patents due to expire in the coming years, reports Caribbean Business (May 5, 2011):

   Pfizer's Lipitor, with worldwide sales of $12.4 billion, faces expiring patents in 2011 and 2012, along with the company's hot-selling Effexor ($3.9 billion) and Lyrica ($2.6 billion) in 2013. The patent for Bristol Myers' Plavix ($5.6 billion) will expire in 2012-2013, while Eli Lilly's Zyprexa ($4.7 billion) will expire this year.  Abbott's Humira ($4.5 billion) expires in 2016; Merck's Cozaar/Hyzaar ($3.6 billion) expired in 2009 and 2010, and Amgen's Enbrel ($3.6 billion) and Neulasta ($3.3 billion) will expire in 2012 and 2015, respectively;

   The industry is coming off a round of job and plant reductions following mergers and consolidations at the global level. Eight plants here have shut down and an estimated 11,000 jobs were lost just in the past four years. In 2009, Pfizer acquired Wyeth for $68 billion and announced the termination of 6,000 employees, of which 1,500 were in Puerto Rico. In 2010, Pfizer bought King Pharmaceutical for $4 billion. The year before, Roche acquired Genentech for $46 billion, and Merck acquired Schering Plough for $41 billion. In 2006, Pfizer announced the closing of its plant in Barceloneta, Schering Plough closed its plant in Manatí, and IVAX shuttered its plant in Cidra. In 2007, GlaxoSmith Kline announced the closure of its Cidra plant, Bristol-Myers Squibb announced the closure of its plant, and Pfizer announced the termination of 40 more jobs. In 2010, Pfizer announced it was also closing its plants in Caguas, Guayama and Carolina;

    Since 1990, the U.S. mainland has lost 45% of its manufacturing jobs, while Puerto Rico has lost 50%, according to Puerto Rico Government Development Bank documents. The prognosis for additional patent expirations is raising further doubts as to the timing of the Law 154 temporary excise tax, which is just now kicking in and is expected to raise more than $1 billion in revenue this year to help balance the budget.

                                          ***

  BIODIESEL GOES POPULAR. At least 15 of the 30 Popular Democratic Party (PDP) members of the Puerto Rico Mayors Association soon may join Jayuya in its energy initiative to turn used cooking oil into biodiesel to run municipal trucks and vehicles, reports Caribbean Business (May 5, 2011). A year ago, Jayuya's PDP Mayor Jorge González and Carlos Rivera, president of Environmental Engineering Enterprises (EEE), began using biodiesel in two municipal vehicles as part of an experiment to save money. The town is using biodiesel in 20 vehicles and has saved more than $42,000 in the last year, said Jayuya Planning Director Mario García. "We are using biodiesel to fuel garbage trucks and all heavy equipment, and we expect to increase our savings," he said. Comerío PDP Mayor José A. Santiago recently signed an agreement with González to collect used cooking oil from businesses and homes, which will be processed in the Jayuya plant as organic fuel. 

                                         ***                                

   HP TO LAUNCH LOCAL EXPANSION. While Hewlett-Packard (HP), the world's top seller of personal computers and printers, cut the workforce at its Aguadilla manufacturing plant as hardware profits shrink, HP's local chief said the company has a bright future here as a provider of cloud-based applications software and services for office computing and data storage, reports Caribbean Business (May 5, 2011):

   "Hewlett-Packard is moving towards service due to the rapid and strong transformations in technology," said José Fernando Meléndez, general manager of HP in Puerto Rico & the Caribbean. He said HP will add jobs as it expands locally and regionally in response to the growing demand by businesses and government agencies for the services needed to handle a ballooning amount of data.  The regional general manager said the company's sales & servce operation in Hato Rey, San Juan, which has about 110 employees, is recruiting 70 more to meet expected demand from HP's recently introduced line of Application Transformation Solutions software, which facilitates a variety of network-updating and cloud-based services;

   Although sales of personal computer and laptops accounted for 32% of HP's revenue in 2010, they generated only a 6.4% profit margin during the latest quarter. Software, which has a much higher profit margin of 17.6%, accounted for only 3% of HP's business. HP will provide these services, including remote data storage, from its five-year-old Smart Data Center in Aguadilla—next to its 30-year-old plant—which is being used to provide services to offshore clients, mostly hospitals and government agencies, he said. 

                                         ***

   ROOSEVELT ROADS TAKEOVER. The Puerto Rico government took title on 1,300 acres at the former Roosevelt Roads Naval Station in Ceiba, reports Caribbean Business (April 28, 2011).  The transfers, via the Public Benefit Conveyance (PBC) accords between the Navy and the island government, put the base airport and “radar hill” under the control of the Ports Authority.  The base hospital will be operated by Episcopal Health Services under a 30-year accord. PBCs require the transferred lands to remain open for public use.  The government plans a “Caribbean Riviera” complex, with a $2.46 billion investment over 25 years, to include a 2,500 room hotel and casino, adjacent airport and passenger-ferry terminal that links the resort to Vieques and Culebra.

   20 HOTEL PROJECTS. A list of 20 hotel projects under construction is driving efforts by the Puerto Rico Tourism Co. (PRTC) to increase local room inventory by 1,500, reports Caribbean Business (May 12, 2011). The new hotels represent a $1 billion economic injection to the local economy, will help create 2,257 direct jobs and push Puerto Rico to the 15,000-room mark after a 30-year lull, according to a Tourism Co. progress report. The hotels are scheduled to begin operation later this year or by the third quarter of 2012, said PRTC Exec. Dir. Mario González Lafuente. 

    NYC AD AGENCY OPENS. New York City-based TBWA Worldwide, which handles such accounts as Apple, Adidas and Energizer, has teamed up with a trio of local advertising entrepreneurs to open a new agency on the island, said Luzirene Mendoza, CEO & partner of TBWA San Juan, reports Caribbean Business (May 12, 2011).

    BIOTECHNOLOGY JOBS. The Puerto Rico Science, Technology & Research Trust announced funding of $300,000 for CDI Laboratories Inc., a Mayaguez-based biotechnology company that is working with researchers from the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine's High-Throughput Biology Center to develop a monoclonal antibody (MAb)-generating platform (Fast-MAb) that is able to create ultraspecific MAbs in as little as six weeks, reports Caribbean Business (May 12, 2011)

   PETSMART TO OPEN 4TH LOCATION. PetSmart, the large U.S. retailer of products and services for pets, will open its fourth store in Puerto Rico, in Plaza Centro in Caguas, said Julio Reyes, general manager of PetSmart Puerto Rico, reports Caribbean Business (May 12, 2011).  Other PetSmart stores are located in San Patricio Plaza (Guaynabo), Señorial Plaza (Río Piedras) and Plaza Río Hondo (Bayamón). 

   87 JOBS CUT BACK. Dublin-based pharmaceutical company Warner Chilcott plans to convert its Manati factory into a warehouse-distribution center, costing more than 85 jobs here, reports Caribbean Business (April 28, 2011).  Max Torres, general manager for business operations here, said the layoffs won’t  impact the company’s Fajardo plant. 

   LURING LATIN AMERICAN COMPANIES. The Gov.  Fortuño administration is courting companies in Latin American countries whose governments are considered unfriendly to business, particularly Hugo Chávez’s Venezuela, reports Caribbean Business (April 14, 2011). “We have been  contacting companies in Venezuela, as well as in other Latin American countries, that are looking to relocate or expand their operations,” said Economic Development & Commerce Secretary José Ramón Pérez- Riera. A week earlier, Industrias GoldPack, a Venezuela-based industrial machinery maker, said it was setting up shop in Yabucoa. GoldPack President Abraham Blumenkranc said the 31-year-old company was drawn to Puerto Rico because “it is a stable country under the American flag.” Pérez-Riera, who also heads the Puerto Rico Industrial Development Co. (Pridco), said executives from other Venezuelan companies have been contacted and have met to discuss investment plans for the island. He said talks also have been initiated with a company from Argentina interested in establishing operations here. 

   SOLAR ENERGY AT LANDFILLS. The Environmental Quality Board (EQB) is leading a joint federal-commonwealth initiative to develop solar-energy projects on shuttered landfills, reports Caribbean Business (April 14, 2011). The effort will contribute to a new public policy of the Fortuño administration that requires that 20% of Puerto Rico’s power come from renewable sources by 2030 and also will make the most of what could be Puerto Rico’s most limited resource, its land, said EQB President Pedro Nieves Miranda. Some 30 landfills were closed in Puerto Rico in the 1990s, and another five are in the process of closing or will be shuttered in the near future. Most are owned by cash-strapped municipalities. Once closed, the landfills must be capped and maintained to meet federal standards, a burden that can cost several hundred thousand dollars a year, Nieves Miranda said. Solar projects could recoup those costs and also start making money for island towns. 

   CONVENTION BUREAU WEBSITE.  The Puerto Rico Convention Bureau on May 2 said it has launched a new interactive web site dedicated to meetings and conventions in San Juan. Tailored to the needs of meetings planners and convention delegates, MeetSanJuan.com offers in-depth information on accommodations, meeting venues and other information to help organizers plan and host a conference, convention or exhibition in San Juan.  Details: chcommunications@gmail.com.

                                     ***

    HUGE CONVENTION BUREAU PAYROLL. As the Comptroller’s Office continues its probe of the Puerto Rico Convention Bureau (PRCB), an independent investigation confirmed that the salaries of the organization’s top five executives now exceed $1 million a year, reports Caribbean Business (April 21, 2011):

   That is more than most senior or top government officials working in the island’s largest public corporations in the executive, legislative and judicial branches, as well as directors and CEOs in top local nonprofit organizations or even similar stateside convention bureau service organizations. La Fortaleza, which has been keeping tabs on the unraveling situation at the PRCB, is demanding immediate 

action by its board, which has come under criticism for not acting proactively and for being overprotective of PRCB President & CEO Ana María Viscasillas, sources said;

   Solutions to improve the PRCB run the gamut: a complete overhaul; folding it into either the Puerto Rico Tourism Co. (PRTC) or the Convention District Authority, which together fund more than 90% of its operating budget; a comprehensive review of the board’s actions and decisions during the past 10 years to understand how the current mess escaped scrutiny; and even seeking Viscasillas’ resignation. 

                                           ***

   VENEZUELA CO. IN AUTO MARKET. Venecars Internacional LLC, the local subsidiary of the Caracas-based Multimarca Automotive Group, entered the local automotive market in January, acquiring the former Vaquero Auto dealership on PR-167 in Bayamón, reports Caribbean Business (April 21, 2011). Its $2 million investment into the local auto dealership, now renamed Kia Automarca, included major improvements to beef up its showroom, customer, parts and service areas, said Alirio Torrealba, president of Multimarca and Venecars, which  reported annual sales of $86.7 million in 2010.

   SERRALLES THREATENS TO LEAVE. After trying to complete negotiations with local government entities since late 2010, industry sources say Ponce-based Destilería Serrallés might abandon the island, reports Caribbean Business (April 21, 2011). The local rum producer is frustrated it hasn’t been able to sign a beneficial deal with the government, although it has attempted several times to do so. Serrallés is looking for a level playing field, and the consequence of such a deal not being struck could be the distillery’s departure from the island, along with the hundreds of jobs it provides.  
    AT&T PURCHASE PROBE. The Puerto Rico Justice Dept Antimonopoly Division launched an investigation into AT&T’s purchase of T-Mobile, the island’s No. 3 carrier, amid concerns about possible illegal market concentration, said agency Secretary Guillermo Somoza, reports Caribbean Business (April 14, 2011). The investigation is being done in conjunction with the Puerto Rico Telecommunications Regulatory Board (TRB) and the National Association of Attorneys General. TRB Chairwoman Sandra Torres has said she will ask federal regulators to reject the merger, at least in the local market. 

   BULLETPROOFING VEHICLES. Incidents in which stray bullets have injured or killed innocent drivers or passengers have prompted a local firm to begin offering bulletproofing services to owners of regular passenger vehicles, reports Caribbean Business (April 14, 2011). Professional Armoring opened its doors in Río Piedras with a $100,000 investment, becoming the island’s only specialized firm dedicated to bulletproofing any passenger vehicle, without the need to alter its original engine, transmission or suspension components, said Glorisell Padua, manager of Professional Armoring. The Colombian firm also manufactures other accessories, including bulletproof shades for radiators and sunroofs, protective casings for car batteries and gasoline tanks, and intercom and public-address systems.

     BANK RETURNS TO PROFITABILITY. Popular, Inc., the leading banking institution by both assets and deposits in Puerto Rico, reported net income of $10.1 million for the quarter ended March 31, 2011, vs. a net loss of $227.1 million 

for the quarter ended Dec. 31, 2010, and a net loss of $85.1 million for the quarter ended March 31, 2010, reports Caribbean News Now (April 26, 2011). Richard Carrión, chairman of the board and CEO, said, “One quarter does not make a trend and we are very conscious of the fragility of the economic recovery. Nevertheless, these results, together with generally encouraging economic and credit metrics, make us feel optimistic.” Founded in 1893, Popular, Inc. ranks 35th by assets among US banks. It has branches in New York, New Jersey, Illinois, Florida and California. 

   GOAT MILK NEXT. After 15 years in the local meat industry, Raúl Rivera, president of Metzgermeister, employs 180, making his company the largest employer in the town of Ciales, reports Caribbean Business (April 28, 2011).  The company produces produce value-added meat products such as pastelón de carne, meatballs, chicken meatballs, stuffed chicken breast, sliced pastrami, baby-back ribs and flavored ham, as well as chicken wings, drumsticks and thighs.  It sells its products across 17 countries and supplies key federal agencies, such as the U.S. Dept of Defense.  Productores Agrícolas Nativos, Rivera's latest venture, will focus on goat products. "Goat milk is more nutritional than cow milk," said Rivera, adding that more goat milk is consumed throughout the world than cow milk.  Rivera is launching the D'Fronton product line, named after the Frontón region of Ciales. The line includes goat cheese, yogurt and, of course, milk. The goat cheese will be available in three varieties: spicy, garlic and cilantrillo or coriander. Rivera already is working on a fourth variety, cognac. The yogurt will be available in strawberry, banana and strawberry-banana flavors.

  FASHION LABEL GOES GLOBAL. Akolatronics, the fashion label designed by Puerto Rican urban artist A Randy (of the duo Jowell & Randy), has gone global with a presence in more than 100 local stores and distribution reaching top mainland U.S. stores, reports Caribbean Business (April 14, 2011).  Akolatronics’ expansion into the Latin market is already underway with conversations to secure distribution in Perú, Venezuela, Colombia, Uruguay and Argentina. 

   COMPRACARIBE.COM. CompraLatino.com, an e-commerce site based in San Diego CA, is launching CompraCaribe.com here, reports Caribbean Business (April 28, 2011).  The site serves as an online storefront for Hispanic businesses, reaching global market. At the launch, some 50 local businesses have signed on, said Eddie Batiz, president of both sites, adding he plans to expand soon to the Dominican Republic and other Caribbean islands. 

   T.J. MAXX EXPANDS. T.J. Maxx, a leading discount retailer, plans to open two more stores (Caguas and Ponce), in addition to existing outlets in Hatillo and Guaynabo, reports Caribbean Business (April 28, 2011).

  HARD ROCK CAFE CLOSING. Hard Rock Intl on April 22 said it was closing its San Juan cafe, located at 253 Recinto Sur St, opened in 1993. The company said it will try to relocate the restaurant under company or franchise ownership to a more vibrant and strategic location in San Juan and a several sites are under consideration. Hard Rock has 170 venues in 51 countries, including 133 cafes and 15 Hotels/Casinos. Details: John Gogarty or Kristen Hauser, of Coyne PR, +1-973-316-1665.  Web:  www.hardrock.com 

   NEW CONDADO RESTAURANT. Casa Lola, the latest  endeavor by Chef Roberto Treviño, was scheduled to open in April, reports Caribbean Business (April 14, 2011). The restaurant and bar, seating 150 guests, occupies the former Ajili Mojili location and is Treviño’s fourth eatery and third major restaurant in the Condado area, including the Asian-theme Budatai and recently inaugurated Bistro Gitano, an  Spain-theme concept, both on Ashford Ave,. The company also owns SurfShack, a bar across from La Concha hotel. 

   BOAR'S HEAD DELI COUNTERS. The SuperMax  supermarket chain is opening in-store Boar’s Head deli counters at several major SuperMax locations in the greater San Juan metro area, reports Caribbean Business (April 14, 2011).  The first deli counter was slated to open April 16 at Plaza Guaynabo. Next are stores on De Diego Ave. in Condado, in the San Francisco sector of Río Piedras and on Isla Verde Ave in Isla Verde. 

   CHARTER FLIGHTS TO CUBA.  C&T Charters (based in Coral Gables, Fla) in May was to open a sales office offering San Juan-Havana nights by early July, said spokesman Gary Gonzalez, reports Caribbean Business (April 28, 2011).  The company is setting up shop on Ponce de Leon Ave. in downtown San Juan and plans twice weekly service (Thursday and Sundays).

   VENEZUELAN AVIATION FIRM.  Aviaservice, a Venezuelan executive jet and airplane distributor, will open a showroom and sales office at San Juan’s Isla Granda Airport, where it will renovate a hangar, says Sales Director Ray Cabrera, reports Caribbean Business (April 28, 2011).  He adds that strong sales over the past five years, particularly in Puerto Rico and the Dominican Republic, prompted the 28-year-old company to expand here. 

   ST. MAARTEN FLIGHTS. JetBlue Airlines on April 14 said flights from San Juan to St. Maarten will begin Nov. 17. This will be JetBlue's second intra-Caribbean route, with existing service between San Juan and Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, said Robin Hayes, Chief Commercial Officer. Details: 1 800 538 2583. Web: www.jetblue.com.

ST. KITTS & NEVIS

   CALL CENTER INJUNCTION. High Court judge Errol Thomas has extended an injunction against a US-based internet cable company following its dismissal without warning of 131 workers in March from its call center in St Kitts, reports Caribbean News Now (April 28, 2011). Justice Thomas issued a new order preventing Clear Harbor (Nevis) Ltd, Clear Harbor LLC, Drive Partners (Nevis Ltd) and two other persons from disposing, transferring, charging, dissipating, or diminishing or in any way howsoever dealing with any assets held in the names of the companies and persons named in the injunction. The injunction was sought after filing of an affidavit by Labour Commissioner Spencer Amory claiming that Clear Harbor Nevis Ltd closed its operations, terminating the employment of all its employees and owed payments for benefits, including wages, holiday pay and payment in lieu of notice. The company also owes monies to the Social Security Board for social security and employment benefits, severance payments and housing levy, electricity, water and taxes to the Inland Revenue Department. 

   BOOKMAKING ACQUISITION. London-based William Hill PLC on May 3 said it has signed an agreement to acquire Brandywine Bookmaking LLC for approximately $15.7  million. William Hill, the UK's leading land-based bookmaker, offers sports-betting and gaming in 2,350 licensed betting offices. Brandywine, which employs 90 people, operates 16 sportsbooks in Nevada under the Lucky's brand and one in St. Kitts in the Caribbean . Details: Brunswick Group (for William Hill). Carol Roos. Tel: (415) 671-7676. Brandywine Bookmaking.Dan Shapiro. Tel: (702) 726-5309.

ST. LUCIA

   HURRICANE REHAB PROJECT. A Caribbean Development Bank loan is for the Hurricane Tomas Rehabilitation & Reconstruction Project. Consultants are invited to prequalify by July 13 for (1) Land Risk Assessment for St. Lucia's Primary Road Network, (2) for Consultant Project Coordinator; (3) for Consultant for Hydraulic Assessment for Flood Risk Reduction. Details:(1) Ministry of Communications, Works, Transport& Public Utilities. Attn: Chief Engineer. Union, Castries, St Lucia. Tel: (758) 468-4307/8. Fax: (758) 453-2769. E-mail: larnold@gosl.gov.lc. (2) CDB. Project Services Division.  Attn: Procurement Officer. PO Box 408. Wildey, St Michael, Barbados. Fax: (246) 426-7269. E-mail: procurement @caribank.org

   NEW CALL CENTER. The St. Lucia Tourist Board on April 14 said it opened a call center that allows prospective visitors in North America to access information toll-free with specialists based here. Six Customer Service Representatives (CSRs) offer assistance to potential visitors and travel agents seeking real time information about the popular destination. The Call Center operates out of the US-headquartered Ark TeleServices Ltd. located in the Bisee Industrial Estate on the island. Hours are 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. (ET) Mon-Fri; and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sat. Toll-free numbers are 800 456-3984 and 888 478-5824. Details: www.saintlucianow.com. John Emmanuel, St Lucia Tourist Board + 758 452-4094 - johnemmanuel@stlucia.org. Bevan Springer,  201 861-2056 - bevan@marketplaceexcellence.com  

ST. VINCENT & GRENADINES

    VERY CHALLENGING SITUATION.  St Vincent & the Grenadines (SVG) is in a “very challenging situation” after two natural disasters over a six-month period that devastated parts of the country,  said Prime Minister Dr Ralph Gonsalves during a meeting with students in Taiwan, reports Caribbean News Now (April 26, 2011):

   Hurricane Tomas damaged 1,200 houses, sending hundreds into emergency shelters, destroyed the nation’s banana trees and left EC$65 million (US$24 million) in damage to the agricultural sector last October. Torrential rains in mid-April caused flash flooding in north central St Vincent that resulted in landslides and several rivers overflowing their banks, washing away vehicles, damaging houses and flooding others. “We required over EC$100 million for Tomas. We require about EC$100 million for this disaster. “The Taiwanese are being helpful to us with some additional monies”;

   He said his government was working along with the Caribbean Development Bank, the European Union, the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, Venezuela, and ALBA to rebuild the country. He also told the students that his government hoped to begin the process of “rolling out” the one laptop per child policy soon. However, with only 15,000 of the 30,000 units required in hand, Gonsalves said that he hoped that the Socrates government in Portugal, one of the countries financing the initiative, will be returned to office in Portugal in June, having this month lost a vote of confidence on the budget.  
                                        ***

   SCIENCE LABORATORY. The Govt of St. Vincent & the Grenadines has received financing from the Caribbean Development Bank Development Bank toward the cost of the Second Basic Education Project. Part of the funds will pay for Construction of a Secondary Science Laboratory. Deadline to prequalify: June 27, 2011. Details: (1) TVA Consultants Ltd. Murray’s Village. Kingstown, St Vincent & the Grenadines. Tel: (784) 457-1204. Fax: (784) 456-2676. E-mail: tva-sv@vincysurf.com. (2) Education Project Management Unit.Attn: Project Mgr. 1st Fl Coreas Bildg, Halifax St. Kingstown, St Vincent & the Grenadines. Tel.: (784) 457-0178. Fax: (784) 451-2493. E-mail: epmu@vincvsurf.com, pmedubep@vincysurf.com.

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

   PILOT TEST. Mariner's Choice Intl, Inc., a North American manufacturer of ecologically-safe products for the marine and other industry segments, on April 14 said it begun a pilot test using MUNOX for bioremediation in Trinidad. The pilot test is being conducted to satisfy: i) The performance level of MUNOX with third-party verification lab tests; ii) Visual recording of the progress over a one-week period; iii) Presentation of the preliminary results to key decision makers within the industry, such as executives from oil refinery companies, government representatives, environmental engineers and contractors; and iv) information to share with clients, moving forward. Agent partner, Brian Fernandez, President of NRG Save Inc., is onsite to oversee the pilot test, which is a treatment of an approximately 100 square-foot section of a contaminated area. Details: Lance Bauerlein. Tel. # 904 425 1210. Email: investor@marinerschoice.net

TURKS & CAICOS I.

   LAND SCANDAL UPDATE. The names of 15 people have reportedly surfaced in connection with the sale of 2,500 acres of Crown land on Middle Caicos, said to be the largest, yet secretive, sale of Crown land in the history of the Turks & Caicos Islands, reports Caribbean News Now (May 2, 2011):

    A team of investigators is said to be traveling widely to interview the individuals in question. The land was transferred to a corporation reported to be owned by a Miami-based developer after the 2007 election and, with only a 50% down payment, freehold title was granted. The second payment was due on Feb. 11 of this year but it is unknown if it was paid.  The Miami firm has been experiencing financial difficulties and shortly after the Middle Caicos deal was consummated it lost its office building Florida as a result of foreclosure.  The land in question, reportedly worth between $100,000 and $300,000 per acre, was sold for only $6,000 per acre with only $3,000 per acre paid into the Treasury;

   The land transfer documents indicate the blocks of land transferred total 1,050 acres; surveyors’ records for the same blocks place the acreage at more than twice that amount and reportedly over 2,500 acres. It is not known how and to what extent the individuals under scrutiny may have participated in the land deal but it seems to have been the practice in several recent questionable dealings in Crown land for local people to be used as facilitators to provide a belonger discounted price for land flips or as belonger corporate stockholders;

   Local attorney Clayton Greene, former Speaker of the House and current leader of the Progressive National Party (PNP) reportedly represented the purchaser of the Middle Caicos land and he has consistently denied any other involvement in the matter. Nevertheless, he may face allegations of a conflict of interest in that, when he represented the buyer, he was also representing the seller (the people) as the Speaker of the House. These latest revelations follow reports that the transaction will be the subject of court proceedings during the second half of 2011. 

U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS

   NEW SPA. Eco Serendib Villa & Spa said April 28 it will open its doors on June 1 on St. John. Perched atop Point Rendezvous Estate, with views of the Caribbean Sea and the southern coast, Eco Serendib offers eight individually designed suites. Through Nov. 15, guests can enjoy the Villa for their exclusive use starting at $2,000.00 per night with seven night minimum for the Presidential suite (maximum two guests).  The rate begins at $19,900 for full use of all eight 

suites (maximum 16 adults) for seven nights.  Harith Productions is Eco Serendib's managing agent. Details: www.ecoserendib.com, 215 830 8300. And: Lisa Herbst. Public Relations. 347-393-2948. Email: lisa@ harithproductions.com.  Web: www.harithproductions.com

***

VENEZUELA

   MINIMUM WAGE RAISED 25%. President Hugo Chavez announced a 25 % increase for Venezuela's minimum wage starting May 1, as the country struggles with inflation, reports AP (April 26, 2011). Chavez says workers will get a 15% boost in pay at the beginning of May. They will get the remaining 10% rise Sept. 1.  The wage hike will benefit more than 6 million people, who will earn US$360 a month once the full increase is phased in. Venezuela is struggling to curb Latin America's worst inflation; consumer prices rose more 27% over the last year

DATA BASE

U.S. Trade with the Caribbean Basin

March 2010, 2011

(millions of US$)

                                  U.S. exports   U.S. imports

                                              (F.A.S.)           (c.i.f.)

                                       2010      2011   2010    2011

Anguilla                            6.5      6.2    0.6    1.0
Antigua & Barbuda         40.5   38.70   0.9    1.7
Aruba                             104.2  201.4   5.6   634.4
Bahamas                       865.0   848.7  184.  266.9
Barbados                         92.6  104.8    10.2   10.4
Belize                              64.3   87.1     16.3   39.8
Bermuda                         131.7  155.3   10.1     1.6
British Virgin I                34.7   35.4     10.8    0.6
Cayman Islands             142.6 147.0     2.7      6.1
Costa Rica                    1295.2 1283.4 1995.1 2249.1
Cuba                               119.9    93.0    0.3     -

Dominica                         16.1    16.4    0.5      0.9.

Dominican Rep.           1535.0  1825.7 844.5 948.8
El Salvador                   596.0   781.4 482.1  606.4
French Guiana                  7.4     34.8    0.1      -
Grenada                          14.6     14.6   1.4   1.0
Guadeloupe                    74.0   104.9   0.2   0.3
Guatemala                  1063.4 1495.1 889.2 987.1
Guyana             .            60.8    82.8    67.8   82.6
Haiti                            346.4  265.56  82.0  159.9
Honduras                   1061.0 1556.1  906.3 1128.9
Jamaica                      365.5   394.9   116.0  115.6
Martinique                   77.2     88.9    3.6     2.1
Montserrat                    1.2        1.2    0.2     0.4
Netherlands Ant       690.2  1110.4  243.1  628.2
Nicaragua               189.5    261.6   455.8   604.5
Panama                   1514.5  1758.9 107.2   75.8
St. Kitts & Nevis       27.8       29.2   12.2   12.9
St. Lucia                    53.5   70.8        4.5   4.9
St. Vincent & Gren   16.6    17.8       0.3    0.4
Suriname                   67.8   95.1      37.7   75.8
Trinidad &Tobago  454.9   415.5 1952.1 1852.8
Turks & Caicos I      51.1    46.0        2.4     2.7
Venezuela             2178.4  2462.1 8256.0 10506.4
Source: U.S. Dept. of Commerce.  Details: Matthew Przybocki (301-763-3148 or Maria Iseman (301-763-2311), Foreign Trade Division.

Tourism Stop-Over Arrivals, 2011
                                                                        %change

Destination                      Period        Arrivals   vs. 2010
Aruba                               Jan-Mar        221,054     +2.2
Barbados                          Jan-Feb        103,987     +7.3
Belize                               Jan-Feb          46,981     +1.8
Cayman Islands               Jan-Feb           56,356     +8.0
Cuba                                 Jan-Feb        588,554   +14.7
Curacao                            Jan only         30,092     +7.2
Dominica                         Jan only            5,947     -5.6
Dominican Republic*      Jan-Feb       817,154     +2.1
St. Lucia                          Jan-Feb           53,231    -1.3
US Virgin Islands           Jan-Feb         131,048     -1.2
                                     ***

Tourism Cruise Ship Arrivals, 2011                                                                           
                                                                           %change

Destination                     Period        Arrivals   vs. 2010
Aruba                               Jan only         97,176      +8.7
Barbados                         Jan-Feb        167,464      +1.5
Belize                              Jan-Feb        120,699     -34.0
Cayman Islands              Jan-Feb         319,915     +8.7
Cozumel (Mexico)          Jan-Feb        560,431     +5.9
Curacao                           Jan only          55,385     +6.3
St. Lucia                         Jan-Feb         166,624    -18.1
U.S. Virgin Islands        Jan-Feb          480,934   +20.3
  *Non-Resident  air arrivals. Dom. Rep. data from DR Tourism Dept.

**Non-resident Hotel registrations only

Source: The Caribbean Tourism Organization,latest data supplied by member countries, available as of April 13,2011
CALENDAR

  Details and contact information for most events listed here may be obtained on the website www.calendar.caribseek.com. Readers are invited to submit information on relevant activities, at least 45 days prior to date of your activity.  Mail 
to: Caribbean UPDATE, 116 Myrtle Ave., Millburn NJ 07041. U.S.A.  Email: kalwagenheim@cs.com.  Some dates are tentative, all are subject to change; readers are urged to reconfirm prior to making travel plans.
   May 31-June 1:  Bermuda hosts the meeting of the OECD Global Forum on Transparency & Exchange of information for Tax Purposes, an annual conference comprising some 200 delegates representing over 70 jurisdictions and international organizations, according to Minister of Finance, Paula Cox.   Ministers of government from G20, G8, EU and OECD countries around the world, are expected to attend.

   May 31-June 4:  Now in its third year, the Dominican Republic Fashion Week will take place at the Sans Souci Convention Center in Santo Domingo. This year will include guest fashion shows by Nicole Miller of the US, and Carlos Campos of Honduras. Also Spaniard Custo Dalmau and Benito Fernandez from Argentina. Also participating this year are Stella Nolasco and Eddie Guerrero from Puerto Rico, and Silvia Shazadi from Venezuela. 

   June: World Rice Congress (Congreso Mundial de Arroz) in Panama. More than 500 persons involved in the growing, processing and sale of rice from 40 nations will meet to exchange latest information about technology and machinery.   

   June: UHY International’s 2011 American Region Conference, Puerto Rico.  Hosting more than 60 delegates from Latin America, the U.S. and Canada, designed to promote Puerto Rico’s investment incentives and tourism industry..  Details: Rafael del Valle, partner & tax director at UHY Del Valle  Nieves.   

   June 1-3: Caribbean Hotel & Tourism Conference, Lloyd Erskine Sandiford Centre, Barbados.

   June 3-5: 8th Polo Organic Coffee Festival in Barahona, Dominican Republic, in the mountainous coffee-producing area of Polo. Musicians from all around the country are scheduled to perform in celebration of coffee production. There are exhibitions, conferences, coffee and food tastings, and cultural displays. 

   June 4-11: The creativity of Caribbean filmmakers will be a focus of the Caribbean Tourism Organization's Caribbean Week in New York. Frances-Anne Solomon, founder and CEO of CaribbeanTales Worldwide Distribution, announced a new partnership with the CTO, which will feature trailers of top Caribbean films during CTO meetings and events, and a film showcase with panel discussions and networking on  June 11. Details: www.caribbeantales-worldwide.com or www.caribbeanweekny.com.

     June 5-7: 41st Regular Session of the Organization of American States (OAS), to be held in San Salvador, El Salvador. The General Assembly, a hemispheric meeting held annually, will focus on the theme, "Citizen Security in the Americas," proposed by the Government of El Salvador to the members of the OAS Permanent Council last December. Details: www.oas.org.     

   June 5-11: Caribbean Week in New York City.  Includes Caribbean Media Marketplace 2011, organized by the Caribbean Tourism Organization, which takes place June 9 at the New York Marriott Marquis hotel.  Details: www.caribbeanweekny.com.

   June 6: Invest Caribbean, A Venture Capital Private Equity Breakfast, featuring U.S. venture capitalists and investors interested in the Caribbean market.  Organized by Caribbean American Chamber. 7:30-9:50 a.m. $75. But free to ministers, commissioners and directors of tourism. Marriott Marquis, New York NY. Details: minna@sac-diaspora.org.

   July 3-9: The 47th meeting of the Caribbean Food Crops Society (CFCS), in Barbados. Brings together scientists, technicians, planners and stakeholders among others, to discuss pertinent issues related to the agricultural and fisheries sectors. Some 150 delegates are expected. CFCS members include members from across the English, Spanish, French and Dutch Caribbean. The 2010 meeting was held in Boca Chica, Dominican Republic from July 11-18.

   July 8-10: XII Feria de Construcción y Vivienda en Nicaragua (Construction & Housing Fair) will be held at the Crowne Plaza Convention Center. More than 100 local and international exhibitors are expected. Web: http:// fercon2011.blogspot.com/

   June 9-10: Senior Caribbean and European officials  meet in Barbados for the first meeting of the Caribbean Forum (CARIFORUM) and the European Trade and Development Committee, which will take the formal decision for incorporation of the commitments of The Bahamas on terms under the Agreement. It is also expected that the meeting will address an EU proposal for a special committee on trade and investment for Haiti in addition to other matters. 

   June 10-11: The British Airways Football Legends Invitational Tournament 2011 will be held at the Kensington Oval, Barbados. Teams representing England 's top clubs will battle for top honors,  raising money for local charities involved in the development of football in the Caribbean. Details: Katja Cooper. Tel: +44(0)1293-722513. Web: http://www.ba.com

   June 10-16: Aruba International Film Festival (AIFF), building on success of inaugural event last June, which attracted stars and films from around the world and entertained 

thousands. Details: www.arubafilmfest.com

  June 21-24. The Cámara de Industrias de Guatemala (Chamber of Industries) will present InduExpo at the Parque de la Industria. They expect 10,000 business people from all over Central America and the Dominican Republic to attend, said Arturo Zimeri, of the Cámara de Industrias de Guatemala   

   June 22-26: Taste of the Caribbean, a showcase of Caribbean cuisine, presented by Caribbean Hotel & Tourism Assn. Hyatt Regency, Miami FL.

   June 23-25: 15th annual St. Kitts Music Festival. The Grammy Award winning musical group and legends of Motown, The Commodores, have joined the all-star line-up, which attracts locals and visitors. Details: US at 1-800-582-6208 or from Canada 1-888-395-4887, e-mail info@stkittstourism.kn, visit www.stkittstourism.kn. And: Cathy Preece (cathy@adams-pr.com /212-956-5900).

    June 30-July 2: 3rd edition of Expo Copre Industrial, a trade show for the metallurgical industry, showcasing new technologies, at the Spanish Country Club, San Antonio de Belén, Heredia, Costa Rica. "Marvin Rivera Fonseca, head of the company Copre in Nicaragua, said those attending will be invited to take part in seminars covering new developments and  receive training for using the showcased machinery.

   July 23: 6th Caribbean Culture Queen Pageant, theme: "Bridging the Gap, One Caribbean, One People”, held in St. Kitts and Nevis. Some 15 countries are expected to be represented.

   Sept. 2-3:  The second annual Curacao North Sea Jazz Festival will headline world-famous musicians Sting and Stevie Wonder, who will respectively open and close the event.  The Festival returns with another year of A-list performers, including Dionne Warwick, Earth, Wind & Fire and more, for a first-class jazz and blues concert series, incorporating an eclectic mix of salsa, Latin, pop. The Festival will again be held at the World Trade Center Curacao in Piscadera Bay. 

   September: Sales & Marketing Executives International (SMEI) joined forces with SME Puerto Rico to celebrate, during one event in San Juan, the association’s 75th anniversary, 60 years of SME in Puerto Rico, 10 years of its conventions and 25 years of SMEI’s professional certifications.  

   Sept. 11: Guatemala presidential elections. Retired Gen. Otto Pérez Molina, presumptive candidate of the right-wing Patriot Party, leads opinion polls by a large margin. His biggest challenge will come from Sandra Torres, wife of current President Alvaro Colom.

   Sept. 29-30: 3rd edition of the Service Summit (Cumbre de Exportación de Servicios) in Guatemala, which invites Presidents of de Associations and Chambers of Technology of Information and Communication from 21 countries, companies that provide technology products and services, national and regional communication media. Alfonso Muralles, president of the organizing committee this will promote the exportable offer of Central American services. Details: www.servicesummit.com.

    September-October: The 2011 Worldwide Baseball Championship (Mundial de Béisbol 2011) will be held in Panama during the last week of September and first week of October. The event will include 16 teams.

   Oct. 5-7: V Competitiveness Forum of the Americas, The Dominican Republic. Details: Nahila Campos, NewLink Group. Tel:  Tel: 3059617620. Fax: 3055321845l. Email: nahila.campos@newlink-group.com

  October: Panama hosts the meeting of the Latin American Energy Organization (OLADE). The meeting will be attended by over 100 delegates from the Latin American energy sector, and will feature exhibitors from around the world to discuss about bio-fuels and renewable energy. 

   October: Puerto Rico hosts the 18th annual FCCA Conference and Tradeshow, to be held in early October of 2011. The event gathers top decision makers from the 15 FCCA Member Cruise Lines to share ideas and discuss industry trends. More than 1,200 members, including cruise executives, government officials, suppliers, tour operators and other important industry members are expected to attend. Details: Susana Gonzalez, +1-787-479-1915, or Maria R. +1-939-639-9136.      

   Oct. 13-15: The Caribbean Hotel & Tourism Association's new Caribbean Boutique and Intimate Hotel Conference will book in Saint Lucia. Details: www.saintlucianow.com. John Emmanuel, St Lucia Tourist Board. 1 758 452-4094.  johnemmanuel@stlucia.org        Bevan Springer, 1 201 861-2056. bevan@marketplaceexcellence.com  

   November: 2nd annual Flaavors of St. Maarten Food & Wine  Festival.  Five days of cooking, wine pairing, instruction and culinary excitement. 

   Dec. 1-4: Bahamas International Film Festival, Nassau & Paradise Island.
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    Jan. 22-24: 30th Caribbean Marketplace, Atlantis Paradise Island, The Bahamas. 

   March 10-18: “Fun In the Son Festival,” starring world evangelist Andrew Palau in Kingston, Jamaica.  Details: Kristi Morris, kristi.morris@palau.org; or Randy Burtis, randy.burtis @palau.org, +1-503-614-1500. Web Site: http://www.palau.org

    April 2-7: 2012 edition of the Les Voiles de St. Barth. The 2011 event brought together 48 yachts from 20 nations and in five classes, and enabled over 400 sailors to race on a wide range of courses around the island of St. Barth and to enjoy some relaxation in the Caribbean sunshine once ashore. Details: French Press: Fabrice Thomazeau – Mer et Média. Email: ft.mer.media@wanadoo.fr. International press: Sabina Mollart-Rogerson. Tel: + 34 666 759 530 - Email: sabinamollartrogerson@gmail.com. US Press: Susan Maffei Plowden - Suma Events. Mobile: +1 401 855 0234  Email: suma3@mac.com.
   May 20: Presidential election in the Dominican Republic, where 6.36 million citizens are eligible to vote.

    October: 51st Congress of the Intl Congress & Convention 

Assoc (ICCA) in San Juan, Puerto Rico. Details: Christine Hinz. Tel: 212.315.2812. Email: christine@ chcommunications.biz.  Web: www.meetpuertorico.comU.S. 

.

