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THE REGION

   CENTRAL AMERICA ACCORD WITH EU. The European Union said the accord of association with Central America could be signed on May 18 in Madrid, reports Elnuevodiario.com.ni (March 1, 2010). Current discussions, a source said, have focused on three topics--political dialogue, cooperation and trade--and have advanced well.

    INDUSTRIAL GOODS TO ENTER EUROPE. The Central American region achieved an important result, as industrial goods will be able to enter Europe without paying tariffs, reports Nacion.com (Feb. 25, 2010). Roberto Echandi, chief negotiator for Costa Rica, said the Europeans liked another proposal, to automatically increase prices if there are massive imports of a particular product. 

   CARIBBEAN TOURISM REPORT. Research & Markets has issued the Caribbean Tourism Report - Q1 2010. Details: Laura Wood, Senior Mgr Email: press@ researchandmarkets. com.  U.S. Fax: 646-607-1907. Fax (outside U.S.) +353-1-481-1716

   CARIBBEAN INSURANCE. Research & Markets said March 3 it has issued a  "Caribbean Insurance Report 2010."  Details: Laura Wood, Senior Mgr. Email: press@ researchandmarkets.com. U.S. Fax: 646-607-1907. Fax (outside U.S.): +353-1-481-1716
  BELIZE-GUATEMALA TRADE ACCORD. The Partial Trade Agreement signed between Guatemala and Belize comes into force on April, reports SigloXXI.com (March 8, 2010). Chancellor Haroldo Rodas said tariffs will be gradually removed from several products deemed of interest.

   CHIQUITA EXPANDS PARTNERSHIP. Chiquita Brands International, Inc. on March 5 announced an expanded partnership for its San San Pond Sak biodiversity project located in the border region of Panama and Costa Rica. The German development corporation GTZ and the Costa Rican banana industry body CORBANA have joined with Chiquita, local authorities and German retailer REWE to support this   sustainability project, said Fernando Aguirre, chairman and CEO.  In 2008, Chiquita and REWE agreed to jointly protect endangered habitats and species in the protected wetlands of the San San Pond Sak reserve, close to Chiquita's banana farms in Panama and Costa Rica. In June 2009, Chiquita and REWE planted the first tree on a 130 hectare property donated by the two companies. Chiquita also sponsors a similar biodiversity project in Nogal, Costa Rica. Details: Ed Loyd, +1-513-784-8935. Email: eloyd@chiquita.com, Andrew Ciafardini, +1-513-784-8547, Email: aciafardini@ chiquita.com. Web: www.tropenprojekt-panama.de and www.nogalproject.ch.

   YELLOW PEPPER MOBILE. Yellow Pepper, a provider of mobile financial services in Latin America, on March 9 reported growing demand for its services.  "More than 80% of Latin Americans have access to cellular phones; mobile financial technology has quickly emerged as critical to the development of Latin America…in 2009 alone, YellowPepper supported 47 million transactions, and is well on track to surpass this in 2010,” it said, adding it has more than 1.5 million users, and its services are available in Ecuador, Colombia, Bolivia, Guatemala, Peru, and Panama. Details: Sharon Nieuwenhuis of RLM Public Relations, +1-212-741-5106. x237. Email: yellowpepper@RLMpr.com. www.yellowpepper.com.

   DR BREWERY EXPANDS IN CARIBBEAN. Cerveceria Nacional Dominicana, brewers of Presidente beer, said it has concluded purchase agreements for breweries in Antigua, Dominica and St. Vincent, reports Listin Diario (Feb. 25, 2010).  It will operate the St. Vincent Brewery Ltd, Antigua Brewery Ltd, Antigua Pet Plant Ltd and Dominicana Brewery & Beverages Ltd. "Our plan is to strengthen the leadership of those companies, their local brands and grow those businesses," said Franklin Leon, CND VP of export. The RD$1.12 billion agreement was signed with Danish company Royal Unibrew, Leon said: "This and will enable us to double our export revenues, export our own brands to the Caribbean, and extend the portfolio of our local brands, including beer, malt, water and soft drinks," he said. The brands include Hairoun beer in St Vincent, Kubuli beer in Dominica, Wadadli beer in Antigua, Guinness Stout, Loubiere Spring Water, Vitamalt and Fruit Cocktail.

   REGIONAL ELECTRIC INTEGRATION. Siepac, Central America’s Electric Interconnection system, is 85% ready and should go live in June 2011, with 1.800 kms of 230 kV transmission lines, reports Prensa.com (Feb. 26, 2010). When ready, electricity distribution companies will be able to buy energy at a regional level, and generation companies will be able to sell to any country requiring it, a source said.

   NURSING SHORTAGE.  A chronic shortage of nurses in English-speaking Caribbean nations is limiting the quality of healthcare and may be hindering development, the World Bank said, reports Reuters (March 3, 2010). The loss of nurses emigrating to the US, Canada and Britain for higher paying jobs is a major factor in the nursing drain, the bank said. A growing demand for the healthcare needs of an aging population also contributes to the shortage, the bank said in the report, available at www.worldbank.org/lac. According to World Bank estimates, 7,800 nurses are working in English-speaking Caribbean countries, or 1.25 nurses per 1,000 people. That is about one-tenth the concentration of nurses in some major advanced economies. Between 2002-2006, more than 1,800 nurses left the region to work abroad, the bank said. The report cites data that show 21,500 nurses trained in English-speaking Caribbean nations are working in Canada, Britain and the US -- three times as many as are working in their home countries. Destination countries are experiencing their own nurse shortages. In the US alone a shortage of 800,000 is expected for the year 2020, the World Bank said.   

   HELPING YOUNG CHILDREN. The World Bank and Grammy Award-winning singer Shakira have teamed up in a $300 million initiative aimed at helping young children in Latin America and the Caribbean, reports AFP (Feb. 23, 2010). World Bank president Robert Zoellick and the Colombian artist, representing her ALAS Foundation, signed an agreement launching the "Early Childhood Initiative: An Investment for Life". It also included Columbia University's Earth Institute, and aims to expand development programs for children through age six to provide them adequate nutrition, health care and other positive supports. It will provide $300 million over the next two years in loans, grants and trust fund resources, as well as technical support, towards the design and implementation of child development policies, said Zoellick.

   WAL-MART CONTINUES EXPANSION. In 2010, the Wal-Mart chain plans to open 30 business units (26 discount stores, two warehouses, and two supermarkets) in Central America, said Eduardo Solórzano, Wal-Mart’s new president and CEO for Latin America, reports Laprensa.com.ni.  In addition to the new stores, Wal-Mart will continue buying textile products from Nicaragua and Guatemala, and agricultural ones from Costa Rica, to sell them in its stores in the US and other countries, he added.

   CARIBBEAN ADVENTURE TOURS. Great Exuma, Bahamas, is home to the newest Island Routes Caribbean Adventure Tours outpost, said Island Routes Gen. Mgr. Dominique Peterkin (Feb. 25, 2010). The Exuma tour operation launched with 19 tours, bringing the number of the "best-of-the-best" activities and excursions offered by Island Routes to nearly 150, including Antigua, Jamaica and St. Lucia. Details: Roberta Garzaroli, or Mary Brennan, of The Atrebor Group, +1-212-764-0340. Email: islandroutes @ atreborgroup.com. Web: www.islandroutes.com.

ARUBA

  TOURISM UPDATE. The Aruba Tourism Authority (ATA) on Feb 23 announced renovations at resorts, restaurants and attractions, along with new air service and new offerings at existing hotels and resorts. AirTran Airways launched non-stop service from Orlando, FL in January, and JetBlue Airways is increasing service to Aruba from Boston Logan Airport, with five flights weekly, starting in Spring 2010. Marriott announced the Ritz-Carlton Aruba, a 320-room on Palm Beach. The first of its kind in the Caribbean, Aruba's National Archeological Museum in Oranjestad offers an authentic glimpse into 5,000 years of regional history. Several new restaurants and shopping centers have opened recently. Details: M. Silver Associates Inc. Robert Einhorn, 212-754-6500, x 242. Email: Robert@msilver-pr.com
BAHAMAS

   OIL STORAGE EXPANSION. The newest threat to a vulnerable US oil refining industry may be looming 80 miles off the coast of Florida, on Grand Bahama, reports Reuters (Feb. 27, 2010). A huge oil storage terminal is expanding capacity to handle millions of barrels of fuel shipments that could hit the US market at a time when refiners are bleeding cash and fuel demand has fallen. The Bahamian terminal, known as Borco, is planning to add 6 million barrels in light fuel storage tanks by the end of 2011, a company executive said. "If you're on the East Coast, you better be ready for competition," said Tim Day, managing director at First Reserve Corp, the Connecticut-based private equity firm that bought the site in 2008 with Dutch partner Vopak. First Reserve has decided to move ahead after it received bids and major interest from customers in late January, Day said. Borco is in talks with customers to lease the new space. The tank expansion may cost around $350 million, said managing director Raymond Jones. The 40-year old Borco terminal has been officially redubbed Vopak Terminal Bahamas.

   BAHAMAS SIGNS 7 MORE TIEAS. In Paris, the government of The Bahamas signed seven tax information exchange agreements (TIEAs) with Norway, Sweden, Finland, Denmark, Greenland and the Faroes, reports BIS (March 11, 2010). The signing of these culminates a round of  negotiations which were concluded in December last year.  The Bahamas has achieved substantial implementation of the internationally agreed standard for transparency and effective exchange of information, for the purposes of the OECD/G20 Progress Report. The Bahamas has concluded 18 agreements providing for tax information exchange, including 12 with members of the OECD and six with G20 members.   

   CRUISE LINE EXPANDS. Caribbean Cruise Line (http://www.caribbeancl.com/ ) said March 12 it would begin service to the Bahamas out of the Port of Palm Beach starting March 15. With its new flagship, the Bahamas Celebration, Caribbean Cruise Line will be the first multi-day cruise line to operate out of the port since 1966, port officials said.It plans to set sail every other day for Grand Bahamas Island and offer two-, four- and six-night cruise packages in partnership with the Our Lucaya Beach & Golf Resort, said Robert Mitchell, 

President of the cruise line. Details:  Michael Hunter. Web Productions, Caribbean Cruise Line. 813-918-3460.   Skype: yhuntman99. Email: mhunter@web-productions.com

    INDIAN REFINER LEASES STORAGE. India's Reliance Industries has leased about 1.2 million barrels of clean storage at the Borco Terminal in Bahamas as it seeks to increase its presence in the US, trade sources said, reports Reuters (March 6, 2010). Reliance, which operates the world's biggest refining complex, aims to directly sell fuel in the US, the world's biggest oil consumer, and earlier leased 800,000 barrels of clean storage from American refiner Hess Corp. in New York harbor. "Reliance began supplying gasoline to the Bahamas storage from October. By the end of January it had supplied about 515,000 tons of gasoline to the Bahamas," a source said. Reliance last year began shipments to the US, after it started its 580,000 barrels per day refinery, located next to its old 660,000 bpd refinery at Jamnagar in Western India. Last year, Reliance commissioned its clean storage facility at Ashkelon terminal in Israel to tap Mediterranean and European markets.

BARBADOS

   CUSTOMS MODERNIZATION. A loan from the Inter-American Development Bank is for Modernization of  Customs, Excise  Value Added Tax Areas Program (No. 1684-OC-BA). Part of the funds are for Implementation of Document Management and Workflow System at Customs & Excise Dept. Deadline to prequalify: April 7, 2010. Details: Project Coordinator. Special Projects Unit. Ministry of Finance, Investment, Telecommunications & Energy. Port Authority Bdg, Harbour Rd. St Michael, Barbados. Tel: (246) 430-2340. Fax: (246) 427-7358. E-mail: marvo.moore@customs.gov.bb.

   NEW ENERGY LEGISLATION. The government is expanding its energy platform to introduce legislation that would allow the Barbados Light & Power Co. Ltd   to buy  electricity from independent renewable energy sources, reports BGIS (March 9, 2010). Minister of Economic Affairs, Empowerment, Innovation, Trade, Industry & Commerce Dr David Estwick said Cabinet approved a plan to approach the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) for assistance in preparing the relevant legislations. Funds will be sought, for example, to install systems in homes to produce electricity from a source other than fossil fuels, he said.

    SALE OF CLICO APPROVED. The sale of CLICO Mortgage & Finance Corp. to the Barbados Public Workers' Cooperative Credit Union has been approved, reports BGIS (Feb. 19, 2010). Prime Minister David Thompson said negotiations for the sale were still ongoing. 

   TRACTOR, TRAILER TRAMS. Barbados Port. Inc. is inviting bids to supply a fleet of tractor and trailer trams. Deadline: April 7, 2010. Details: The Chairman. Tenders Committee. Tenders Committee. Barbados Port Inc. University Row. St. Michael. Barbados. Phone: (246) 430-4700. Fax: (246) 429-5348. Web: www.barbadosport.com. Email: AllerJC2@state.gov

     NEW BUSINESS "SHEPHERDS".  The Barbados Entrepreneurs' Venture Capital Fund on March 6 said that on Feb. 19-20 held its first Shepherding Training Program at the Barbados Yacht Club, designed to nurture a new crop of potential "shepherds," business mentors to tend a flock of  local entrepreneurs. The course gave them an introduction to the CBET Shepherding Model. Details: Marita Greenidge. Tel: 1 246 257-1111.

   BRAZIL FLIGHTS. Barbados has secured an agreement with GOL Linhas Aéreas Inteligentes (GOL Intelligent Airlines) for direct weekly flights to and from Brazil starting June 26, reports BTA (March 6, 2010). The contract was signed by Barbados Tourism Authority (BTA) President and CEO David M Rice, and GOL’s CEO, Constantino de Oliveira Jr at GOL headquarters in Sao Paulo.

BERMUDA

   BALTIMORE FLIGHTS. USA3000 Airlines on March 3  said it will resume direct service to Bermuda L. F. Wade Intl Airport from Baltimore-Washington Intl Thurgood Marshall Airport on June 13 and will extend through to Aug. 15. Afternoon flights to Bermuda and evening flights to Baltimore are scheduled on Thurs. & Sun. for the duration of the season, said USA3000 CEO, Steve Harfst. Details: Chau Tran. +1-610-325-1817, Email: chtran@usa3000.com

   BANK SHARES PURCHASE. Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce said it acquired a 22.5% stake in Bermuda's Bank of NT Butterfield & Son Ltd. in a deal that expands its footprint in the Caribbean, reports Reuters (March 3, 2010). CIBC invested $150 million as part of a $550 million recapitalization of Butterfield. CIBC named the Carlyle Group as one of several other institutional investors supplying the remaining US$400 million. CIBC, Canada's fifth-largest bank, said it also supplied Butterfield with a commitment letter for a senior secured credit facility for up to $500 million. Butterfield, more than 150 years old, is the largest independent bank in Bermuda, with assets of $9.6 billion. It offers services in Bermuda, Barbados and the Cayman Islands, including retail and corporate banking and treasury activities.

CAYMAN ISLANDS

   ANOTHER FIRM SEEKS EXIT. United America Indemnity Ltd has approved a plan to redomicile from the Cayman Islands to Ireland, reports Caribbean Net News (Feb. 19, 2010). If the proposal is accepted by shareholders, the company will become a wholly-owned subsidiary of Global Indemnity plc, an Irish company. The move to Ireland is also subject to an order from the Grand Court of the Cayman Islands sanctioning the transaction.

COSTA RICA

   PUBLIC PURCHASES SYSTEM. The first phase of Merlink, a public purchases system, was launched in Costa Rica by the Digital Government Secretary, reports Elfinancierocr.com (March 3, 2010). This initial phase includes electronic registration of suppliers, publication of bidding rules, supplier notifications and standardizing the goods and services catalog. The entire system costs $13.5 million, and will be finished by mid-2010, with assistance from the South Korean government, a source said.

   COIN FACTORY. With an initial investment of $4 million the Mint of Costa Rica coin factory has been inaugurated, reports Nacion.com (March 10, 2010). With a current production capacity of 100 million coins yearly, it plans to invest $6 million within six years to expand into Central America. The company has support from foreign companies, including Amera Intl AG, a Swiss firm/partner of the project. 

   ELECTRIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM. An Inter-American Development Bank loan is for a 2008-2011 Electrical Development Program (1908/OC-DR). Part of the funds are for Equipment for the Energy Efficiency Laboratory. 

Deadline: May 5, 2010. Refer to: LPI 2010-LI-000004-PROV. Another part of the funds are for Photovoltaic Systems. Deadline: May 4, 2010. Refer to: 2010-LI-000005-PROV. Details: Instituto Costarricense de Electricidad. Ronald Rivera Rojas. Sabana Norte, Ave. Las Américas. Sita 400 metros norte del Edif Central del ICE. Apartado postal 10032 – 1000. San José, Costa Rica. Tel: (506) 2220-7423. Fax: (506) 2220-8163. E-mail: rriverar@ice.go.cr. Web: www.grupoice.com/PEL

   NEW RETIREMENT COMMUNITY.  One of the projects pushing through despite the recession is Lou Aguilera's Pacific Plaza, the ground for which will be broken in May, reports The Tico Times (Feb. 28, 2010). The development, nearly three years in the making, is expected to serve more than 1,200 people on a 22-hectare property just outside of Liberia in Guanacaste.  A mix of townhouses for active adults, assisted living for those requiring minimal care and a nursing home with services for seniors in fragile health, the Continuing Care Retirement Community will cater to retirees in all stages of the aging process.  The medical plaza will be the first private hospital in the area and will be equipped with an emergency room, laboratory services, operating rooms and a helicopter landing pad. As a branch of the upscale CIMA Hospital in Escazú, west of San José, Pacific Plaza will be able to tap into the resources of the  headquarters.  Homes will be targeted at the U.S. middle- to upper-middle economic classes, and will be complemented by “cruise ship- like” daily activities, such as physical therapy, yoga, bingo, and other games and entertainment options.  

   NEW PALM OIL PLANT.  Palmatec Corporación de Costa Rica S.A will inaugurate a facility for extracting palm oil in the south, reports Nacion.com (Feb. 16, 2010). The  1,200 square meter plant is capable of processing 12 tons per hour, with plans to increase to 20 in the medium term. VP José Antonio Gamboa said all production at the $8.5 million plant will be shipped to Mexico. “Palmatec will use 520 hectares of oil palm located in its properties, in addition to other 4.000 hectares from 100 small local farmers”, he added. 

   "RETIREE CLUSTER" PROJECT. Costa Rica has launched a “Retiree Cluster” Project, consisting of developing residential centers which include health care. It is intended for foreign retirees, and would include nursery and transportation services, reports Laprensagrafica.com (Feb. 18, 2010). 

   DHL EXPANDS. DHL's service center in Europlaza, Costa Rica will take care of financial services of the company in Europe starting in September, reports Nacion.com (March 14, 2010). DHL invested $500.000 last year for the expansion, and will add 35 works to the current workforce of 250 which attends to services for Central America, the Caribbean, the US, and recently Brazil.
   NEW HEALTH CLINIC. The Social Insurance Institute (CCSS) will invest $8 million to build a 5.300 square-meter health care center in Parrita, said health authority, Edgar Carrillo, reports Prensalibre.co.cr (Feb. 25, 2010). He said CCSS is drafting the project's blueprints, and that construction could start in the second half of 2011, adding that a private firm will build the first heliport to operate in a health area. 

    SOCIAL HOUSING PROJECT. Project “Condominios El Guarial” comprises 35 apartment blocks in Alajuelita, San José to house 560 low income families. The project, costing $19 million, now being studied by Banhvi, the Home Mortgage Bank, is being carried out by the Costa Rica – Canada Foundation, and will be built by Constructora Himalaya, reports Nacion.com (Feb. 25, 2010). 

   LOW YIELDS FOR FORESTRY. Due to low yields, several forestry companies are switching to crops such as pineapple, banana or heart of palm, reports Elfinancierocr.com (March 8, 2010). Company “Flor y Fauna” plans to replace 2.700 hectares of teak with pineapple in the next five years.  “Ston Forestal”, located in the south, has replaced a large portion of its tree plantations with heart of palm, banana and decorative plants. “This situation affects the entire wood industry. In Sept. 2009, Plywood Costa Rica closed one of its wood factories, the main reason being its inability to compete against Chinese products. This way, forestry companies have little incentive to continue in this industry”, it was reported.

   TOBACCO CO. ARRIVES. BASS Americas, owned by British American Tobacco, will concentrate in Costa Rica the majority of its financial operations in the Americas, reports Nacion.com (March 8, 2010). It is located in the province of Heredia, and plans to expand its payroll to 200 employees. From there it manage the accounting and financial operations of all the countries of America, with the exception of U.S. and Brazil. From Heredia, the company will provide support to its other offices in fixed assets, accounts payable, payments and accounting, said Rudy Sánchez, head of BASS Americas. 

  UNIVERSITY MERGER. Universidad Interamerica and Universidad Latina de Costa Rica are scheduled to merge, reports Nacion.com (March 2, 2010). The owner of both universities, Laureate Costa Rica, is awaiting approval from the authorities to merge both into a single education center. If approved, it would become the country’s largest private university, with over 30,000 students.

   CATHAY BANK OPENS BRANCH. Banco Cathay de Costa Rica opened a new branch in Alajuela and said it plans to open 4 new offices this year,  reports Elfinancierocr.com (March 3, 2010). The bank opened in 1998 and deposits from the public grew by 40% during 2009, a source said. 

   NEW MEDICAL CENTER. The $4 million Clinica Metropolitana Hospital opened in San Jose, the capital, reports Nacion.com (Feb. 23, 2010). It is focused on ambulatory services, and will offer ultrasound, x-ray, clinical laboratory, pharmacy and short surgeries, such as vesicle and varicose veins, said a source.

   100% HOME FINANCING. Banco de Costa Rica earmarked $100 million for a home loans program called “Vivienda para Elegir” (“Homes to Choose”), reports Elfinancierocr.com (Feb. 19, 2010). Loans can be in dollars or Colones, and are intended for Costa Rican nationals or residents. This financing is only available if the customer has additional collateral for the down payment.

    TOURISM INVESTMENT. Grupo Marta will invest $6 million in an eco-tourism project in Guanacaste and in remodeling Hotel Best Western Irazú. Works on the 330-room hotel in San José will start in a month and a half, reports Nacion.com (March 1, 2010).  In Bagaces, Guanacaste, the company will develop a hot spring complex, with pools, restaurant and spa, to open in December.

   ELECTRICITY CO-OP INVESTS $73 MILLION. The Guanacaste Electricity Cooperative (Coopeguanacaste) invested $73 million to build two substations and expand a third, reports Elfinanciero.com (March 5, 2010).  This will improve the electricity service in Liberia, Papagayo, Santa Cruz, Carillo and nearby localities  Marco Rivera, head of Banco de Costa Rica, said helping Coopeguanacaste has a multiplying effect, as efficient and sustainable electric power will make the region more competitive.

   $11 MILLION FOR COFFEE FARMS. Owners of small coffee farms will have access to $11 million in credit to improve their plantings, reports Nacion.com (March 10, 2010). The deal was signed by the Instituto de Café (Icafé) and the  Sistema de Banca para el Desarrollo (SBD) and will allow improvements of 2,000 of the 30,000 hectares planned for the program, said Ronald Peters, Exec. Dir. of Icafé.

    MARINA INAUGURATED. “Pez Vela” (Sailfish), a marina located in  Costa Rica's central Pacific area, will begin operations in April, reports Nacion.com (March 11,2010.  In its initial phase, it will be capable of serving 100 ships and will have 22 permanent employees. Harold Lovelady, president of the marina, said “in three years, when the project is 100% complete, it will employ 300 people to serve the 300 ships that will dock in it”. He added that the project required an initial investment of $40 million.

   $9 MILLION IN RENEWAL ENERGY. Japan contributed $9 million to the Costa Rican Electricity Institute (ICE) to develop renewable energy generation projects, reports Prensalibre.co.cr (Feb. 17, 2019). ICE plans to install two solar plants, one in Guanacaste and another in San José. Hidekasu Yamaguchi, Japanese Ambassador in Costa Rica, said this non-refundable financial cooperation is part of the ‘Cool Heart Partnership’ which helps fund environmental projects in developing countries.

   NEW ASSN. OF INSURANCE COS. A new association of insurance companies groups all companies authorized to operate in Costa Rica, reports ElEconomista.net (Feb. 17, 2010). Called ACAR (Costa Rican Association of Insurers and Reinsurers), it is chaired by Guillermo Constenla, head of INS, the National Insurance Institute, who said it has been created to "assist the Insurance Superintendence in generating a more fluid insurance market,”

   AMERICAN EXPANDS. American Airlines on Feb. 18 said it will add three routes between John F. Kennedy Intl Airport (JFK) and San Jose, Costa Rica; Madrid, Spain; and Manchester, England. The new flights to San Jose will begin on April 6; service to Madrid will start on May 1, and flights to Manchester will begin on May 13, said Jim Carter, VP - Eastern Sales Division. Details: Ned Raynolds, Corporate Communications. Tel: 212-863-3758, Email:  mediarelations@aa.com. Web: www.aa.com.

CUBA

   MEDICAL INSURANCE FOR VISITORS. Starting in May, cash-strapped Cuba will require visitors to buy health insurance if they want to enter the country, reports Reuters (March 8, 2010). The insurance will be sold by foreign companies approved by the Cuban government or by Cuban firms at ports of entry, according to Cuba's Official Gazette. Tourists, foreigners with temporary residence in Cuba and Cubans living abroad who return to visit will have to be insured. It exempts diplomats and representatives of accredited international organizations. The cost of the insurance was not disclosed. Cuba prides itself on having a strong healthcare system, which is provided free to its citizens and at low cost to foreigners. Tourism is a key source of income here. In 2009, 2.42 million people visited the island.

   HUNGER STRIKE DEATH. Amnesty International called the hunger strike death of jailed Cuban activist Orlando Zapata Tamayo a "terrible indictment" of repression on the island and urged Cuban President Raul Castro to release all political prisoners, reports Reuters (Feb. 25, 2010). The London-based human rights group said "a full investigation must be carried out to establish whether ill-treatment may have played a part" in Zapata's death after 85 days without food. State-run website www.cubadebate.cu said President Raul Castro expressed regret about Zapata's death, saying he was neither tortured nor executed and suggested the US was to blame. Zapata, jailed since 2003 and serving a 36-year sentence for crimes including "disrespect, public disorder and resistance," launched the hunger strike to protest prison conditions, the independent Cuban Human Rights Commission said. Zapata was one of 55 jailed Cubans labeled "prisoners of conscience" by Amnesty International. Cuban authorities consider political prisoners to be "mercenaries" working for the US to undermine the Cuban government

   PRIVATE RETAIL ENTERPRISE. Cuba nationalized all retail business in 1968, but in an attempt to stimulate the stagnant economy and reduce bureaucracy, it is experimenting with giving some of it back in a form of legal private enterprise, reports Reuters (March 11, 2010).  By leasing some retail services to state employees, the government is testing cautious change in how the country operates small-scale business. "We have begun experiments and are working on others to ease the burden on the state of some services it provides," Economy Minister Marino Murillo told the National Assembly at the close of 2009. The CubaTaxi office on Palatino Street in the Cerro municipality of the capital is home to one such experiment.  Thirty of the more than 2,000 state taxi drivers in the capital are leasing their vehicles rather than working for a wage, a small percentage of the tips and whatever they can pocket on the sly. "You pay 595 convertible pesos for the car and then after a month 39 convertible pesos plus 40 pesos a day," said Elio, one of the drivers. "You are responsible for maintaining the taxi and gas, but can buy parts and services from the state," he said. The government pegs the convertible peso at $1.08 or 24 pesos.

   PAYBACK PLAN FOR FROZEN BANK ACCOUNTS. Cuba is offering foreign businesses 2% annual interest over five years as part of a plan to repay hundreds of millions of dollars in bank accounts frozen by the cash-strapped government, diplomatic and business sources said, reports Reuters (March 3, 2010). The government is hoping the interest payments will encourage companies to keep doing business with import-dependent Cuba while the country gradually unblocks the frozen accounts. The aim is to do this without depleting Cuba's financial reserves. The offer from the state-run banks consists of monthly payments over five years at 2% interest, with the proviso that payments can be missed without penalty when money is not available. Cuban banks first informed depositors in Nov. 2008 that they had no foreign exchange to back up the convertible peso, or CUC, in which many were doing business. At one point, in Feb. 2009, hundreds of suppliers, joint ventures and other companies had an estimated $1 billion frozen in Cuba's banks. 

                                         ***

 CAR IMPORTS CANCELED. An import program that brought flashy new cars to Havana streets dominated by old US and Russian vehicles has been canceled, the government said, reports Reuters (March 5, 2010):

    In the online edition of the Official Gazette, the government said "irregularities have been observed" in the program without explaining what they were. Since April, Cubans with cars had been allowed to import vehicles to replace pre-1990 models, with the goal of cutting fuel consumption and pollution. The old models were turned over to the government, which regulates the purchase of cars and restricts who can get them. It was not known how many vehicles had come in under the program. But shiny new cars and SUVs, some luxury makes such as BMW and Mercedes, began popping up among the 1950s American cars that still rumble through Cuba and the Ladas that came during the island's 30-year alliance with the Soviet Union;

   Artists, athletes and doctors posted abroad are among those allowed to have cars and some of the few Cubans who can afford them. The only cars that can be freely bought and sold are the old U.S. models that predate the 1959 Cuban revolution. In recent months, some Cubans had bought the old cars, which are sold for between $3,000 and $40,000, to be able to import a new car to replace them.

                                         ***

  C&W GROUP MOVES ON CUBA. Cable & Wireless is close to securing a foothold in Cuba, the first step of an expansion plan as it prepares for life after its UK arm has been demerged, reports business.timesonline.co.uk (Feb. 28, 2010). Backed by a $1 billion (£655m) war chest, chief executive Tony Rice is eyeing opportunities in Central and Latin America to capitalize on the C&W Communications (CWC) hub in Panama. CWC will run a subsea internet cable from Jamaica into Cuba. The deal puts it in a strong position to pick up the stake in Etecsa, Cuba’s state-controlled mobile phone operator, that Telecom Italia is expected to sell shortly. “The starting point is the cable landing but the greater prize is working with the government to develop its telecoms market,” said Rice, who is also preparing for mobile phone spectrum auctions in Costa Rica.

   RUSSIAN ELECTRICITY CO. OPEN. The Russian electricity company Inter RAO said it opened an office in Cuba to support its relationship with the island and other Latin American nations, reports Granma newspaper (March 12, 2010).  Inter RAO will participate in the Russian-Cuban joint venture Generación Mariel SA.  Along with the Cuban Electricity Union, it will manage and modernize the Maximo Gomez thermoelectric power plant, including the renovation of four generating units with a capacity of 100 MW each and the construction of two others with the same capacity, according to RIA Novosti news agency.
   US SOFTWARE EXPORTS OK. The US Treasury Dept has changed its sanctions rules to let US companies such as Microsoft Corp. and Google Inc. resume instant messaging, e-mail and social networking services in Cuba, Iran and Sudan, reports Bloomberg (March 10, 2010). The US issued new general licenses authorizing exports to the sanctioned nations of “software related to the exchange of personal communications over the Internet” following a State Dept request, the Treasury said. “This software will foster and support the free flow of information -- a basic human right,” said Deputy Treasury Secretary Neal Wolin. Microsoft and Google last year cut off the use of instant messages by citizens of Iran, Syria, Cuba and Sudan, saying US regulations prohibited the required downloads. The new rules also allow the use of software for Web browsing, blogging, chat rooms and photo and movie sharing. Microsoft, the world’s largest software maker, ended access to Windows Live Messenger, its instant-messaging application, last year to comply with the US sanctions list. Google doesn’t permit the download of Google Talk, its instant messaging and voice chat service, or of Google Earth, Google Desktop and other services in sanctioned nations. “It makes sense” to ease the rules, said Thomas Crocker, a lawyer at Alston & Bird LLP.

   CIGARS FOR WOMEN. Cuba wants to develop a largely untapped market for its cigars -- women, reports Reuters (Feb. 23, 2010).  Habanos SA execs said sales fell 3% to $390 million in 2008, and 8% to $360 million in 2009, so they have created the Julieta, a smaller, milder version of the Romeo y Julieta, aimed at female smokers. Women make up only 5% to 10% of customers for Habanos, the worldwide distributor of Cuban cigars, said marketing director Ana Lopez; the Julieta is an attempt to overcome perceptions among women that Cuban cigars are made up of "only strong tobacco for men." Although Cuban cigars are considered the world's finest, sales are slipping with the rise of anti-smoking laws around the world, said Habanos VP Manuel Garcia. Habanos is a joint venture between Cuba and Britain’s Imperial Tobacco Group Plc.  The US market, the largest in the world with 230 to 250 million cigars smoked annually, is off limits to Habanos due to the US trade embargo imposed against Cuba since 1962. 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

   SELLING TO HAITI. Foreign Relations Minister Carlos Morales Troncoso opened the first workshop for Dominican suppliers interested in working on the reconstruction of Haiti with the participation of the United Nations, the Mission for Stabilization of Haiti (Minustah), and others, reports DR1 Daily News (March 4, 2010).  Some 230 Dominican companies registered for the conference. Morales said  companies worldwide will be bidding to supply the goods and services needed for Haiti's reconstruction. Ambassador Federico Cuello said UN purchases in the DR totaled around US$1 million after the tragedy in Haiti, up from zero in 2009. He said the purpose of the workshop was to educate DR so they are better prepared to qualify in the tenders.

   IDB CREDIT ACCORD. The government and the Inter-American Development Bank signed an agreement to open a US$100 million dollar line of credit for use in case of a natural disaster, reports El Nuevo Diario (Feb. 19, 2010). Hacienda Minister Vicente Bengoa said the credit line will kick in automatically in the event of a natural disaster. The funds would be repaid over 20 years, with a 5-year grace period. 

   2010 AMERICAS CULTURAL CAPITAL.Magaly Toribio, Vice Minister of International Promotion, on March 9 said Santo Domingo, the capital city and an important center for creative thought, education and history, was named 2010 Cultural Capital by the American Capital of Culture (www.cac-acc.org).  Santo Domingo, the first city of the Details: Vanessa Welter of bvk PR, +1-414-247-3803, or +1-850-980-3760, Email: vwelter@bvk.com. Web: www.traveldrnow.com.

                                         ***

  COPPER EXPORTS BANNED. Rafael Camilo, director of the Customs Dept. (DGA) announced the temporary ban of all copper exports, reports DR1 Daily News (March 10, 2010). The order comes as a way to put a halt to the constant theft of telecom and electricity wiring and cables and other copper materials:

   These thefts are affecting telephone and electric service nationwide. The announcement came after a meeting Camilo had with Celso Marranzini, Exec VP of the Dominican Electricity Co (CDEEE); Yoneidi Castillo, Exec Dir. of the Dominican Assn of Telecommunications Enterprises (Adomtel); Oscar Pena, president of Codetel-Claro; Ryan Larrauri, the president of Tricom; Claudia Garcia, VP for legal affairs for Viva; and Jonathan Gonzalez, the director of security for Orange Dominicana. Camilo also ordered that charges be filed against companies that export stolen metals. Telephone and electricity companies have for years complained they lose millions every year due to the theft of the wirings that cause interruptions of these services. They attribute the robberies to organized gangs;

    Marranzini, the CDEEE VP, reported yearly losses from the theft of cables that vary between RD$200-RD$300 million. Camilo said at least 500 containers were being held at the Caucedo Multimodal Port and other places. These containers are suspected of being loaded with thousands of tons of stolen copper. Camilo expressed the will to organize the whole scrap metal market and that of copper, too. He said until this situation is well organized, and as long as he is responsible for the control of the docks in the DR, "not one pound of copper will be leaving the country".  For years now, the DR has been a major exporter of copper and metal, especially to the Asian market. There are 38 companies that purchase and export metal scraps.

                                            ***

    METAL EXPORTER SHUT DOWN. The Dept of Customs (DGA) announced suspension of  operations at Caribbean Recycling, a Swiss capital firm that exported metal  from the Los Alcarrizos Free Zone reports Diario Libre (March 4, 2010).  Company general manager Juan Gomez Burns denied illegal sourcing, saying the material was purchased from a company that operates in Punta Cana, and from Haiti. Its operations are suspected of illegal purchase of cables and wiring stolen from telecom companies for conversion to copper for export to China. Gregorio Lora Arias of the DGA said that during a visit 25 tons of copper were found at the free zone and at a depot at Haina Oriental prior to export to China. Lora said a ton yields US$4,000 on the international market. He said that they also found antennas similar to those used by local telecom companies. He said the company would remain closed until a DGA investigation is completed. Lora Arias said that 38 scrap metal export firms in the country are under investigation in order to distinguish between theft and genuine scrap metal. Yoneidi Castillo, director of the Assn of Telecom Companies (Adomtel) said there have already been 160 thefts of telecom wiring affecting telecom companies in 2010. Tricom alone reported 95 cases. She said in addition to wiring, the companies have also suffered theft of antennas, power plants and other equipment.  

   MORE THAN 2.5 MILLION VEHICLES. There is an explanation for the nation's growing traffic problem: too many vehicles, reports DR1 Daily News (March 10, 2010). The total of motor vehicles in the DR reached 2,570,220 at the end of 2009. This represents a 5.1% increase in spite of the drop in the number of vehicles that entered the country in relation to the previous year. The Director General of Internal Taxes (DGII) said that of the total number of vehicles, 48.7% are motorcycles, followed by privately-owned automobiles (25.1%), cargo vehicles (12% and 13.3%) distributed between SUVs, buses, heavy machinery, dump trucks and other types of vehicles. In 2009, 125,653 new vehicles were registered, while in 2008 there were 205,197 new vehicles registered. The year-to-year decrease was 79,544 vehicles. In 2009 the total number of motorcycles registered was 1,252,713.
   CONSTRUCTION OF 18,000 HOMES.  Construction of 18,000 housing units will be funded by loans from the Andean Development Corp. (CAF) and the Colombian Export Bank (BanColdex), said President Leonel Fernandez, reports DR1 Daily News (March 2, 2010). The CAF had already announced approval of an US$80 million loan for the Housing Development Program. The funds will make up 64% of the project cost estimated at US$124 million.
   NATURAL DISASTER RECUPERATION. A World Bank loan is for a Project of Emergency Recuperation from Natural Disasters (No. 7546-DO; Id: P109932). Part of the funds are for procurement of Computer & Other Equipment (Informaticos y Topograficos). Deadline: April 20, 2010. Refer to: LPI No. 001/BS/2010. Details: Instituto Nacional de Recursos Hidráulicos (INDRHI).Avda Juan de Dios Ventura Simó esq. Enrique Jiménez Moya. Centro de los Héroes, 4to piso. Santo Domingo, República Dominicana. Atención: Comité de Licitaciones. Tel.: 809-532-3271 Ext.3364. Fax.: 809-535-4013. Email: adquisiciones@indrhi.gov.do
   IKEA OPENS. President Leonel Fernandez attended the  opening of the Ikea department store at John F. Kennedy Ave. in Santo Domingo, reports DR1 Daily News (Feb. 18, 2010). In keeping with Swedish custom, the President cut a birch tree trunk instead of the traditional ribbon. The home products retailer is the first to sell flat-pack furniture to the DR market, but transportation and assembly services are also offered.  Home accessories and bathroom and kitchen items are also available. The store area covers 35,000 square meters, plus a 6,300 square meter warehouse. The restaurant can seat 650 people, and there is parking for 1,600 vehicles. The store, built for US$85 million, was Ikea's first in Latin America.

  LESS MONEY SENT HOME.  Remittances sent home by overseas Dominicans in 2009 fell, reflecting declines in employment and in migrant income abroad as a consequence of the global financial crisis, according to the Multilateral Investment Fund (FOMIN), a division of the Inter American Development Bank (IDB). Remittances were US$2.79 billion in 2009, vs. US$3.07 billion in 2008. The DR is the third nation in the Central American and Caribbean region in receipts of remittances, after Guatemala (US$3.9 billion) and El Salvador (3.4 billion). An estimated 2 million Dominican-born adults currently live and work outside the DR. Around 60% of annual remittance flows come from the US. Details: http://www.iadb.org/mif/home/index.cfm?lang=en

   ENERGY SECTOR PROJECT.  A World Bank loan is for a Project for Technical Assistance to the Energy Sector (Préstamo BIRF 7217-DO, Project Id: P082715). Part of the funds are for consulting services. Deadline to prequalify: April 7, 2010. Refer to: (AT-02/2010). Details: Comisión Nacional de Energía (CNE). Avda Gustavo Mejía Ricart, esq. Agustín Lara, Edif Dr. Rafael Kasse Acta, 1er. Piso. Santo Domingo, República Dominicana. Tel: (809) 732-2000 ext. 237. E-mail: uip@cne.gov.do. 

   RADARS FOR SUPER TUCANOS. An Israeli company, IAI ELTA has won the tender to build 2 radars to detect air drug shipments to the DR, reports DR1 Daily News (Feb. 18, 2010). The radars, which will cost US$34.6 million, will be located at the Center of Command and Control C3 at the San Isidro Air Base. The radars will work in coordination with the 8 new Super Tucano Brazilian airplanes purchased by the Dominican government last year.

   MERGERS OF S&LS. With the entry of commercial banks into the mortgage market, the DR's savings and loan associations (S&Ls) have gone through a process of mergers that reduced their number from 19 to 10, reports DR1 Daily News (Feb. 22, 2010). Of these, 5 were mergers and 3 were liquidated. The 2002 Monetary and Finance Law permits the commercial banks, under the name of Multi-banks, to enter the mortgage financing field, which had previously been exclusively in the hands of the S&L associations.  

    SUPPORT FOR PRODUCTIVE DEVELOPMENT. $60 million from the Inter-American Development Bank is for PBL Support to Productive Development Policies (DR-L1046). Sector:  Public Sector Management   Components to be determined. In preparation stage. Details: www.iadb.org.

   NEW AREA CODE. The new area code 849 is in effect in the DR, reports DR1 Daily News (Feb. 16, 2010). It was assigned last year and joins 809 and 829 as the nation's area codes. The Dominican Telecommunications Institute (INDOTEL) says that 849 goes into effect barely 5 years after the introduction of the 829 area code, which entered into use in 2005. In 2000, there were 1,559,000 fixed and mobile lines. But by the end of 2009, there were 9,598,517 lines in a country with approximately 10 million people. Indotel director Jose Rafael Vargas says the 849 area code is a sign of the growth of telecommunications,  especially when it comes to mobile phones. He said 73.2% of the phone lines are assigned to cell phones, while 24.9% to fixed lines.

   NEW ECONOMY MAGAZINE. The Global Foundation for Democracy & Development (Funglode), the think-tank and university set up by President Leonel Fernandez, on Feb. 16 announced the launch of the Observatorio Economico, a quarterly economic review on the evolution of the DR economy. The magazine is directed by economists Frederic Emam Zade of the DR, and Rene Villareal of Mexico. 

   A U.S. supplier of Plenum copper ethernet cable for export to the Dominican Republic was urgently needed by Global Repfind, in an announcement in late February. Although the request may have expired, it might be worth contacting the company for future opportunities. Details: George Martinez. Phone: 727-242-6280. Email: GlobalRepfind@gmail.com

EL SALVADOR

   $300 MILLION FOR BUS SYSTEM. Brazil has offered a $300 million loan to renew El Salvador's bus fleet, reports Elsalvador.com (Feb. 22, 2010). Marcelo Baumbach, spokesperson for Brazil’s government, said they are negotiating a credit line with BNDES, Brazil’s National Economic and Social Development Bank.

   TEXTILE INDUSTRY RECOVERING. Textile companies in El Salvador are growing again; purchase orders have increased 10% and many jobs have been recovered, reports Elsalvador.com (March 5, 2010). Patricia Figueroa, head of the Salvadoran Textile Industry Chamber, said some companies are now investing as the market recovers. “One of Fruit of the Loom’s production plants, closed last year, has reopened, and three new facilities from other companies have started operations. This has meant 3.500 new jobs”, she said.

   RENEWAL ENERGY MASTER PLAN. JICA, the Japanese Cooperation Agency will finance studies to develop a renewable energy master plan, reports ElSalvador.com (March 11, 2010). Luis Reyes, executive secretary of the CNE (National Energy Council), said "the nation’s energy policy will be ready by May 2010, and will eventually include the results of these studies, which will define how to diversify the country’s energy matrix over the next 15 years”.

   COFFEE EXPORTS GROW. From the current harvest, El Salvador has already exported 900,000 quintals for $131 million, reports Laprensagrafica.com (March 3, 2010). Tomás Bonilla of the Salvadoran Coffee Council, said expects this season’s exportable offer to reach 1.3 million quintals. “Prices have been good this year, and have compensated the drop in production. The average quintal has been sold for $148.80, up from $131.20 in the previous season”, he said. 

   UNCERTAINTY SURROUNDS FREE ZONES. By 2015, El Salvador must eliminate those benefits granted to companies operating under the Free Zone regime, reports Elsalvador.com (Feb. 17, 2010). The country committed to do so at the World Trade Organization, and could face lawsuits by other countries if it does not comply. The privileges granted to these companies include paying neither income tax nor municipal obligations. Mario Róger Hernández, Economy Vice Minister, said the government will hold talks with businessmen to land an agreement before the 2015 deadline.

  TWO BRIDGES. Italy's Astaldi S.p.A. will build two bridges over the Lempa River in El Salvador with a total cost of $24.85 million, reports Laprensagrafica.com (Feb. 26, 2010) The bridges are part of the CLN highway (“Carretera Lngitudinal del Norte”), and will be located in “Nuevo Edén de San Juan” and in “Nombre de Jesús”. Works were scheduled to begin in the third week of March.

    DISASTER PROTECTION. The Govt. of El Salvador has approved investment of $12.8 million to develop basic infrastructure to protect against natural disasters, reports Prensa-latina.cu (March 10, 2010). Part of the project is a logistical center in San Martin, near the capital, said Government Minister Humberto Centeno.

   FUNDS FOR INFRASTRUCTURE. Luxembourg has offered $225 million to support infrastructure projects to benefit 262 municipalities in El Salvador, reports Laprensagrafica.com (March 10, 2010). Loic Gioux, of the French intermediary, said the resources are subject to a guarantee by the government over the use of the funds. "We are not providing a blank check; the funds will be available project by project."

   TEXTILE CO. INVESTS. A textile company will invest $23 million to start operating here in March, said Enrique Córdova, director of Proesa, the investment promotion agency of El Salvador, reports Laprensagrafica.com (Feb. 18, 2010). Córdova said they are talking with other investors, and expect to land $150 million in foreign direct investment in 2010.

   Air conditioner providers are sought by Proemo SA de CV. Quantity: 200 units. Description: Mini Splits, and central air conditioners of: 12,000; 18,000; 24,000; 36,000; and 60,000 BTU's.

Language: Spanish only. Details: Lidia Sosa (San Salvador). Legal Representative. Phone: (503) 2669-7548. Fax: (503) 2669-8508. Email: contacto@proemo.com.sv. Web: http://www.proemo.com.sv

    Construction firm Econsa is interested in purchasing PC Spiral Rib or intended wire in compliance with ASTM-A421 specifications utilized for elaborating pretensioned concrete. : Company purchases a container every 4-5 months so is interested in finding new supplier. Details:  Ernesto Lopez. Gen. Mgr. Phone: (503) 2223-0022. Email: elopez@econsa.com.sv  Web: www.econsa.com.sv

GRENADA

   CHINESE WORKERS HELP BUILD HOUSES. The construction of several low-income houses, sponsored by the government of China, was about to commence in earnest, reports GIS (Feb. 26, 2010). Project materials, shipped in 23 containers, were already here, and 16 Chinese workers were due in Grenada on March 1. Project Officer in the Ministry of Housing Joseph Noel said the first set of houses will be built at Mt Gay in St George’s and in Soubise, St Andrew. The project is expected to be completed within 18 months.

   DELTA TO GRENADA.  The Grenada Board of Tourism on March 5 announced the start of Delta Airline’s non-stop service Wed & Sun. from New York’s John F Kennedy Intl Airport (JFK) to Grenada, beginning June 5, 2010.

GUATEMALA

    NEW LOGISTICS CENTER. Grupo Cropa Panalpina inaugurated a $5.5 million 20,000 square meter distribution center for Central America in Guatemala, reports La Prensa Libre (Feb. 16, 2010). The facility is capable of storing 900 40-foot vans, said  Group President Ricardo Crowe. 

   HOSPITAL SOLID WASTE. An Inter-American Development Bank loan is for a Program to Strengthen the Hospital Network (1852/OC-GU). Part of the funds are for Systems for Management of Hospital Solid Waste. Deadline: April 26, 2010. Refer to: LPI-MSPAS/01-2009. Details: Ministerio de Salud Pública y Asistencia Social (MSPAS). Atn: Coordinación de Adquisiciones del Programa de Fortalecimiento de la Red Hospitalaria. 6a Avda 3-45 zona 11,.Edif Anexo 3er. Nivel, oficina 334. Guatemala, Guatemala. Telefax: (502) 2472-2213. E-mail: Adquisiciones_1852@yahoo.com. Web: www.guatecompras.gt 

   STRENGTHENING DAIRY CHAIN. $500,000 from the Inter-American Development Bank is for Strengthening the Competitiveness of the Dairy Chain (GU-M1031). The goal is to implementing quality practices among small producers to achieve production and processing suitable for development of new products. Status: In preparation stage. Executing agency: Cámara Guatemalteca de Productores. Details: www.iadb.org.

   GAS POWER PLANT. Grupo Tomza started construction of a gas power plant in the Punta de Manabique natural reserve, reports Prensalibre.com (Feb. 17, 2010). The Mexican company requested the Environment Ministry to approve the project "Terminal Marítima Tropigas, S.A.". It has not been approved yet. “The project will be built in a lot over the river Pío V, in Ejidos of Santo Tomás de Castilla, Puerto Barrios, Izabal, inside protected area Manabique”, it was reported. 

   ENERGY IMPORTS FROM MEXICO.  The electric interconnection system with Mexico was inaugurated with Guatemala’s purchase of 120 megawatts, reports Prensalibre.com (Feb. 26, 2010). Fredy López of INDE, the National Electrification Institute, said the purchase is a test, adding that Guatemala expects to purchase an average 1.695 mWh during weekdays and 2.160 during weekends.

   ENERGY PROJECTS.  Carlos Colom Bickford, president of CNEE, the National Electric Energy Commission, said they expect to invite bids for more than 400 megawatts for Guatemala's three distribution companies in the first half of 2010, and award the contract by yearend, reports Sigloxxi.com (Feb. 25, 2010). Bickford said they intend to assure energy supply for 15 years starting on 2014, via new energy plants and efficient technologies. In 2013 a number of energy contracts from the 1990s will expire, he added. 

   MALL EXPANSION. Multiproyectos Group will invest $37 million to remodel and expand shopping mall “La Pradera”, in Guatemala's Zone 10, said Exec. Pres. Ricardo González Díaz-Durán, reports Prensalibre.com (Feb. 25, 2010). The project, he said, will be carried out in three phases. .

   $43 MILLION FOR ROADS. A $43 million, 60 km road project will join carretera CA-9 norte con la CA-1, said Guatemala's Vice Minister of Communications Byron Paiz, adding that the 24-month project is paid for with funds from the Conservación Vial (Covial), reports Prensalibre (March 1, 2010). Álvaro Mayorga, president of the Cámara Guatemalteca de la Construcción (CGC), said the project will generate numerous jobs.

   $22 MILLION FOR BARRIO LEGISLATIVO. The Barrio Legislativo project calls for remodeling eight square blocks in Zone 1 of the Guatemalan capital, reports sigloxxi.com (March 12, 2010). The project includes conservation and upgrading of the historic center. Purchase of the Hotel Ritz in Zone 1 is part of the proejct.  The Congress signed an accord on Jan. 14 with the UN Development Program to carry out the project by Jan. 14, 2012, said Roberto Alejos, President of the Congress. 

   HAMBURGER BUN PRODUCTION. Panifresh next year will invest $2 million to double its hamburger bun production capacity in Guatemala, said Juan Carlos Paiz, founder and CEO, adding that the company will continue with its expansion plans, especially in Colombia and Peru, reports sigloxxi.com (March 2, 2010).  Panifresh reportedly produces 50,000 bread units per hour. This includes 12.000 English muffin units an hour, and 18.000 hamburger buns. 

   DEL MONTE LEAVES PORT QUETZAL. Del Monte has decided to export Guatemalan banana through Port Chiapas, in Mexico, rather than Port Quetzal, reports Prensa Libre (March 5, 2010). Marco García, CEO of Del Monte Guatemala, said the port’s focus on cruise ships has caused delays of up to 9 hours, “and this is unacceptable for perishable food”. Del Monte ships about 150 banana containers a week, which represent $3.6 million in port fees, which will now go to Port Chiapas.

   SUBURBAN TRANSPORT SYSTEM. Brazil will provide technical assistance and credit lines for modernizing the suburban system for short routes, reports Guatemala's Executive Branch (Feb. 25, 2010). Those companies currently involved in outer urban transportation will have to merge into a single company, in order to jointly invest in the technology required for the project, a source said..

    LIMITS ON FREE ZONES. The Superintendency of Tax Administration has prohibited sales within the national territory of products from the free zones (zonas francas), reports sigloxxi.com (March 10, 2010). The rule goes into effect on May 1. The President of the Asociación de Zonas Francas, René Castañeda, said the change represents important losses. 'We will lose $40 millon (Q321.6 millones) a year based on imposed Value Added Taxes.” 

   SPANISH SANDWICH CHAIN. Pans & Co., the Spanish sandwich chain, opened in Guatemala its first Latin American store, reports Prensalibre.com (March 4, 2010). They operate over 300 restaurants in Spain and Portugal, and expect to open two more locations in Guatemala City and one in El Salvador. Gabriela Ramírez, brand manager for Central America, said "the arrival of Pans & Co. comes as a result of the alliance between Pollo Campero and Spanish group Eat Out”.

   NEW WATER TREATMENT PLANT.
The Government inaugurated a sewage treatment plant in the province of Sololá, reports Guatemala.gob.gt (March 8, 2010). The project, carried out by FONAPAZ, is part of a program to clean up Lake Atitlán. It uses volcanic rock and other minerals to clean the water before pouring it back into the lake.

  PROCUREMENT OF VEHICLES. A World Bank loan is for Phase II of Land Administration For Guatemala (No. 7417-GU; Id: P087106). Part of the funds are Procurement of a Variety of Vehicles (Buses, Sedans, Trucks). Deadline: April 5, 2010. Details: Unidad Coordinadora del Proyecto.  Proyecto "Administración de Tierras, Fase II".  6ª. Avda "A" 8-00, Zona 9. Edif Centro Operativo, Nivel 5, Oficina 5 C. Código postal 01009. Guatemala, Guatemala. Atención: LPI RIC PAT II-002/2010 (NOG 1078135). Tel: (502) 2360-8064/2360-6840/2360-6526. E-mail: ucp.pat.ric@gmail.com.

Web: Guatecompras: www.guatecompras.gt

GUYANA

   SOLID WASTE PROGRAM. $2 million from the Inter-American Development Bank is for Supplementary Financing for Solid Waste Program (GY-L1034). Status: In preparation stage. Executing agency: Ministry of Local and Regional Government. Details: www.iadb.org.

   WATER, SANITATION PROGRAM. $9.5 million from the Inter-American Development Bank is for a Water and Sanitation Program (GY-L1025). The main objective is to  improve provision of potable water and sanitation to the population. The IDB is funding a plan for the sector, which will assist in the definition of the investments to be carried out with the new operation. Status: In preparation stage.  Executing agency: Guyana Water Inc.  Details: www.iadb.org.

   TAX ACCORD WITH KUWAIT. The governments of Guyana and Kuwait were in the final round of negotiations here on a double taxation agreement, which will come into effect from April, reports Caribbean Net News (Feb. 25, 2010). Guyana and Kuwait established diplomatic ties in 1975 

and have since shared a cordial relationship.

   HELP FOR TILAPIA EXPORTS. $760,000 from the Inter-American Development Bank is for Access to Global Markets by Small and Medium Sized Tilapia Exporters (GY-M1019). The main objective is to enhance the production capability of local aquaculture farmers and increase their access to global markets. Status: In preparation stage. Executing agency: Carana Corp. Details: www.iadb.org.

HAITI

   REBUILDING HAITI. Rebuilding Haiti after its catastrophic earthquake should generate major contracts for private companies specializing in construction, logistics, transport and security, but US executives say they need a clear strategy to shape their business plans, reports Reuters (March 11, 2010):

   Private sector firms that focus on post-conflict or disaster relief operations gathered at a meeting in Miami to consider the opportunities offered by Haiti's recovery from the Jan. 12 quake that devastated the capital Port-au-Prince and surrounding towns. "I don't think they have any option but to get private companies in to help reconstruct Haiti," said Kevin Lumb, CEO of London-based Global Investment Summits Ltd, which organized the Haiti Reconstruction meeting in Miami. "I think it opens up a great deal of business opportunities. Most infrastructure is destroyed, their roads, communications, buildings, it's obviously affected water supply, electricity, so that all needs rebuilding," Lumb said;

   The Miami summit was also organized by the International Peace Operations Association, a trade group of companies working in conflict, post-conflict and disaster zones. IPOA President Doug Brooks cited $13 billion to $14 billion as estimates of the damage inflicted by the quake, which could provide some measure of the business opportunities created by the reconstruction effort. Companies looking for business at the Haiti reconstruction meeting included Georgia-based Harbor Homes LLC, which offers self-assembled PermaShelter houses for those left homeless by the quake, and Virginia-based Agility Logistics, which already supplies food rations to U.N. peacekeeping troops in Somalia.

                                         ***

   ONLINE SCAMS. Criminal gangs have defrauded people out of funds intended for earthquake victims by setting up bogus charities and seeking contributions online, according to a BBC investigation, reports AFP (Feb. 17, 2010). Scam emails began appearing online within days of the Jan. 12 earthquake, including some with logos for genuine charities. One for the British Red Cross was traced to a computer in Nigeria. Another group, calling itself the M E Foundation, emailed the BBC photos of Haiti projects it said it was involved with, but which turned out to be of disaster relief activities from the 2005 Pakistan earthquake. British charity SOS Children said the photos were cut from their website.

    PROFESSIONAL FORMATION EQUIPMENT. An Inter-American Development Bank loan is for a Program of Professional Formation (Prêt BID 1627/SF-HA et Don de l’Union Européenne ATN/CF-10059-HA). Part of the funds are for Equipment for Six Centers of Professional Formation. Deadline: May 3, 2010. Refer to: Avis d’Appel d’Offres (AAO) AOI-01-10. Details: Institut National de Formation Professionnelle. Unité de Coordination du Programme (UCP). Delmas 48, Impasse François # 4. Delmas, Haïti. Tel : (509) 2514-36-07, 2510-4105, 2510-4420. E-mail: ucpfp_infp@yahoo.fr

   IFC INVESTS IN EURASIAN MINERALS. IFC, a member of the World Bank Group, said Feb. 19 it will invest 5.3 million Canadian dollars in Eurasian  Minerals Inc to support the company’s gold and copper exploration in Haiti and its other exploration work around the world.  This is IFC’s first exploration and mining investment in Haiti. Eurasian, a Canadian-based mining exploration company, provides employment to up to 800 workers in northern Haiti through a program of short shifts at its exploration sites, which allows more job opportunities for local workers, said CEO David Cole. Since 2006, IFC has committed $61 million in investment projects in Haiti's private sector. Details: Adriana Gomez. Phone: +1 (202) 458-5204. E-mail:  agomez@ifc.org. Josef Skoldeberg.Phone: + 1 (202) 473-6978. E-mail:  jskoldeberg@ifc.org.

   SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT. $250,000 from the Inter-American Development Bank is for a Strategic Plan for Solid Waste Management in Four Intermediate Towns (HA-T1119).  This aims to analyze the situation about solid waste in four secondary towns : St Marc, Port-de-Paix, Les Cayes and Ouanaminthe, and to propose adapted strategic management plans for solid waste according to the lessons learned in the city of Jacmel (where such a plan is in progress). Status: In preparation stage.  Executing agency: Ministere de Travaux Publics et Transports. Details: www.iadb.org. 

HONDURAS

    NEW APPAREL CO. Canada's Motex International apparel company will start operating from Port Cortés Free Zone in March, reports Laprensahn.com (Feb. 17, 2010). In its first phase, the “maquiladora” will generate 400 jobs.  “It will engage in reclassification and processing of classified clothing, for a minimum of 5 to 10 years”, the company said.

    $288 MILLION PRISON COMPLEX. Honduras will invest $288 million to build a large prison complex on 200 manzanas of land in Choloma, Cortés, reports Laprensa.hn (March 9, 2010). The mayor of Choloma, Leopoldo Crivelli, said the land is not far from the road to Puerto Cortés.

   $10.5 MILLION FOR ROAD MAINTENANCE. The city of Tegucigalpa will invest $10.5 million to repair roads and avenues between April 2010 and April 2011, reports Proceso.hn (March 4,2010). Works include asphalt carpeting and road rehabilitation and patching. Mayor Ricardo Álvarez also said “it is important that Congress approves charging tolls in the city. Transportation companies and the Chamber of Commerce and Industries agree with this measure.”

   BREWERY INVESTS $15 MILLION. Cervecería Hondureña will invest $15 million to inaugurate its sixth soft drink production line here, reports Elheraldo.hn (March 8, 2010). The inauguration of this new line will be attended by the president of SABMiller, parent company, in his first visit to the country. Mauricio Leyva, president of Cervecería Hondureña, said the company "employs over 12,000 people, and indirectly impacts 600.000 Hondurans. We represent 5% of the country’s Gross Domestic Product and 6% of the country’s tax revenue”.

    LOANS FROM TAIWAN. Honduran Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises will be entitled to easy loans for importing machinery and technology, to improve their production, reports Latribuna.hn (March 5, 2010). The funds, from Government of Taiwan, are already deposited in a bank here, said Jhon Lai, Taiwanese Ambassador in Honduras. He also announced the arrival of 26 businessmen from Taiwan , who were to take part in business rounds with domestic companies.  

   TOOLS FOR EMERGENCIES. A loan from the World Bank's Intl Development Assn) is for a Project to Alleviate Natural Disasters (AIF No. 3361-1-HO; Id: P064913). Part of the funds are for Procurement of Tools and Other Accesories for Emergency Committees in 81 towns.  Deadline: April 15, 2010. Details: Atención: Ing. Rosemary Bendeck de Handal. Comisión Permanente de Contingencias COPECO. Proyecto Mitigación de Desastres Naturales (PMDN). Aldea El Ocotal, Carretera Hacia Mateo. 200m Adelante del Hospital Militar. Comayagüela M.D.C., Honduras, Centro América. Tel./Fax: (504) 229-0634, (504) 229-0638, (504) 229-0624.  Email: gaaex@gaaex.gob.hn

   NEW TEXTILE INVESTMENT. Jersey, part of the Fruit of the Loom group, will open a textile plant in the north of Honduras, generating 750 jobs, reports Laprensa.hn (March 1, 2010).  In 2009, Fruit of the Loom closed one of its plants here, laying off 1,464 employees. Some of them will be re-hired for the new facility.

   URBAN BUS FLEET MODERNIZATION. Honduras plans to modernize its urban bus fleet, renewing 40% of the country's buses in three months, reports Elheraldo.hn (Feb. 16, 2010). Blas Ramos, from the General Transportation Directorate, said “These new units will feature private security. ... This plan will also be executed for taxis, and it foresees renewing the vehicles every 5 years”.   

  SPORTS CENTER FRANCHISE. Grupo Futeca, which owns 8 sport centers in Guatemala, expects to open another in Honduras under a franchising scheme, reports sigloxxi.com (March 3, 2010). The center should open before the Football World Cup and become Futeca’s second franchise in Central America. “In Guatemala, the group recently invested $1 million in a FutecaSport gym in Zone 14, creating 60 jobs, it was reported.

   FOOD AID FROM US. The US. Dept. of Agriculture announced the donation of 20,000 metric tons of wheat (valued at $7.8 million) to Finca Internacional de Honduras, as part of the food security program, reports Proceso Digital (March 1, 2010).

   ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE. Five vehicular bridges will be built in the city of Tegucigalpa in areas of high traffic congestion in a $13.5 million project, reports Proceso Digital (Feb. 22, 2010). Major Ricardo Alvarez said construction of four of them will begin in 2010, while the fifth, worth $3.5 million, will be built in 2011.

JAMAICA

   $200 MILLION FROM WORLD BANK. Minister of Finance & Public Service Audley Shaw signed a $200 million loan agreement with the World Bank, in Washington, DC, reports JIS (Feb. 27, 2010). "This loan will support the Government's comprehensive reform program to address fiscal and debt sustainability," Shaw said. The initiative is a co-ordinated effort by multi-lateral development banks and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to help Jamaican sustain its long-term development agenda. Shaw said the loan will help increase the efficiency of the public financial management and budgetary process, and increase revenues through improved tax administration.

   $45 MILLION FOR EDUCATION. A $45 million loan to support educational reform and efficiency was granted by the Inter-American Development Bank, reports JIS (Feb. 27, 2010). Minister of Finance & Public Service Audley Shaw  said $15 million will be used to provide 2,000 additional classroom spaces, which are critically needed.

   S&P LIFTS DEBT RATING. Standard & Poor's raised its sovereign foreign currency debt rating on Jamaica to B-minus from selective default with a stable outlook, following a successful domestic debt restructuring, reports Reuters (Feb. 25, 2010). The move comes after the government offered to exchange all of its domestic debt, worth about $7.8 billion (J$700 billion), for longer-dated, lower-yielding securities as part of a plan to shore up its economy. Earlier in the month the International Monetary Fund finalized a $1.27 billion loan agreement for Jamaica, whose economy was battered by the global financial crisis. In addition to the IMF loan agreement, the World Bank approved a $200 million loan to help Jamaica's fiscal and debt reforms. 

   CHINA HELPS FUND NEW BUILDING. A new building to house Jamaica's Ministry of Foreign Affairs will be built in downtown Kingston, reports OPM (Feb. 25, 2010). Prime Minister Bruce Golding said China will fund 85% of the cost and will deliver a turnkey operation with architectural plans to be approved by the local authorities.

   AID FROM EU. Euro17 million (J$2.2 billion) will be injected into the Consolidated Fund in the new fiscal year, to provide budgetary support for Jamaica, as a result of the fall-out in the bauxite alumina sector that has impacted the economy, reports JIS (Feb. 25, 2010). The funds fall under the 2009 Fluctuation in Export (FLEX) Earnings agreement between the Government and the European Commission, signed Feb. 23 by Minister of Finance & Public Service Audley Shaw, and Head of Delegation of the European Commission, Ambassador Marco Mazzochi- Alemanni.

   RURAL DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE. The government of Jamaica and the World Bank have signed a US$15 million (J$1.34 billion) Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), for establishment of the Rural Economic Development Initiative (REDI) project in rural communities, reports JIS (March 4, 2010).  The REDI project will be implemented by JSIF over six years and will support the execution of sub-projects in agriculture and tourism, said JSIF Managing Director Scarlette Gillings, adding that REDI will provide grants of a maximum of US$50,000 (JA$4.5 million) to micro and small agricultural and rural tourism entrepreneurs. World Bank Special Representative Badrul Haque, said the project is expected to directly and indirectly benefit an estimated 22,000 rural residents, and will encourage 

the inclusion of women and youth in particular.

   WATER, SANITATION PROJECT. An Inter-American Development Bank Loan is for the Kingston Water & Sanitation Project (1559/OC-JA). Part of the fund sare for Procurement of IP BCM & Associates Licenses, Installation and Support Services. Deadline: April 14, 2010. Refer to Invitation for Bids KSA/S12. Details: Purchasing Dept. National Water Commission.18 Oxford Rd.  Kingston 5, Jamaica. Tel: (876) 926-5825/7. E-mail: claudette.seville@nwc.com.jm

   OVERSEAS JOBS A LIFELINE FOR MANY.  For  decades, the Overseas Employment Program has helped many Jamaicans, particularly farm workers, to  improve their lives, reports JIS (March 9, 2010). The program has also been a key contributor to the economy, thanks to the inflow of foreign exchange sent home by workers to their families. This year, despite the harsh economic conditions across the world, thousands of Jamaicans are expected to take up employment in the United States and Canada. The government is projecting to send about 8,000 Jamaicans to work in new areas, along with the traditional apple and tobacco industries. Many work part of the year on their own farms at home, and supplement their income with the seasonal jobs overseas.

   OIL EXPLORATION LICENSES. Jamaica opened the second formal licensing bid round for oil and gas exploration, with a seminar in London that publicized new seismic data which indicate positive geological prospects for oil and gas found both on and offshore, reports JIS (March 4, 2010). Minister of State in the Ministry of Energy & Mining, Laurence Broderick said experts were confident that the island's geological formation suggests a very high possibility of a successful gas and oil find.

   ENERGY EFFICIENCY. $20 million from the Inter-American Development Bank is for an Energy Efficiency Program (JA-L1025). It will provide substantial savings to the 

Govt of Jamaica through the installation of highly-efficient and energy conservation equipment to public sector buildings. Status: In preparation stage. Details: www.iadb.org.

   INVESTMENT OFFICE IN CANADA. Jampro, formerly Jamaica Trade & Invest, has re-opened its office in Toronto, Canada after a five-and-a-half-year absence, reports JIS (March 5, 2010). Managed by Regional Mgr, Robert Kerr and with support from Senior Consulting Officer, Nardia McKenzie, it will service all of North America and is situated at the Jamaican Consulate General. Minister of Industry, Investment & Commerce Karl Samuda said the re-opening of the North American office and the London division two years ago, will serve to re-engage Jampro internationally. Regional Mgr Robert Kerr said Jampro will utilize several types of technology to reach different industries and investors, including web-based seminars called webinars. 

   ITALIAN FIRM BACKS AWAY. Italy's Eridania Suisse SA has pulled out of a deal to buy three of Jamaica's state-run sugar estates, said Agriculture Minister Dr Christopher Tufton, reports Reuters (Feb. 25, 2010).  The factories have a capacity to produce 150 tons of sugar per year. The government had earlier pledged to provide $15 million in interim financing to keep them up and running while necessary field maintenance work was under way. But Lufton said Eridania told him a limited outlook for return on investment meant it was unable to come up with the $100 million needed to repair and refurbish the factories and bring them up to full production. Tufton said government would continue to run the factories until another potential buyer or buyers are identified.

   NEW FLIGHTS TO MONTEGO BAY. Air Tran Airways launched nonstop services from three locations in the US to Sangster Intl Airport, Montego Bay, reports JIS (Feb. 15, 2010). The three inaugural flights from Atlanta, Orlando and Baltimore-Washington touched down with a total of 259 passengers, said Tourism Minister Edmund Bartlett.

NETHERLANDS ANTILLES

   VENEZUELA REFINERY SHUT FOR REPAIRS. The Isla refinery run by Venezuelan state oil company PDVSA on Curacao is likely to remain mostly or completely shut down for weeks, plant and supplier sources said, reports Reuters (March 5, 2010):

   Two of three air compressors supplied by local utility company CUOC have failed and must be repaired or replaced, they said. The shut-down, coupled with a worker strike at the plant, is the latest snag to hit PDVSA's 3 million barrel-per-day worldwide refinery network. The plant was processing around 230,000 barrels a day of crude -- below its capacity of 320,000 -- before it shut down due to power supply and air compression problems. The plant cannot be restarted immediately because CUOC's remaining compressor cannot power it alone, the sources said. "This could take some time to fix," said a manager, who requested anonymity;

   The refinery also produces up to 100,000 barrels-per-day of gasoline and other light fuels for the local market and other parts of the Caribbean. The shutdown could force the region to boost imports of fuel from other markets, such as the US and Venezuela, the sources said The Curacao installations are strategic for PDVSA, comprising more than 10% of its global crude processing capacity. An adjacent crude oil tank depot, with capacity to store up to 16 million barrels of crude, is included in PDVSA's lease of Isla. The depot, known as Curacao Oil Terminal (COT), recently emerged as a key staging point for Venezuela's growing crude oil exports to China. Sources familiar with COT said PDVSA has been dispatching at least one Very Large Crude Carrier (VLCC) per month to China;

   PDVSA's 1.2 million barrel-per-day refining capacity in Venezuela has been dogged in recent years by chronic outages, which most analysts pin on poor maintenance. Isla has suffered from power, compressed air and steam supply problems. Some refinery units were closed for months last year. Isla's catalytic cracker, key to churning out light fuel, may require 2-4 weeks to bring back online even after the air compressors are repaired, one source said. A recent strike at the plant left residents of Curacao queuing for fuel at the few filling stations on the island that still have supplies. Although the refinery has gasoline supplies on hand, workers have blocked all but a few fuel trucks from leaving the plant;

   Venezuela's oil minister has twice threatened to pull PDVSA out of the refinery, citing accusations by President Hugo Chavez that US planes based on Curacao had spied on his government. Isla's 1,000 workers have expressed concern that PDVSA plans to withdraw from Curacao, but have agreed to return to work once the air compressors are repaired, the refinery's workers union said.

                                   NICARAGUA

    $450 MILLION FOR INFRASTRUCTURE, ENERGY. The Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI) approved $450 million in loans for energy and road projects in Nicaragua, reports Elnuevodiario.com.ni (Feb. 16, 2010).  CABEI director Silvio Conrado said the funds include $77 million already approved for San Jacinto Tizate and $50 million for the second phase of wind power farm Amayo II, and that they will fund other major renewable energy projects. 

   TUMARIN HYDRO PLANT. The Government granted an environmental permit to build Tumarin Hydroelectric Power Plant in “Cruz de Río Grande”, in Matagalpa, reports Elnuevodiario.com.ni (March 4,2010). It will cost $697 million and will output 220 MW when working at top capacity.  Construction is expected to start in May, and last for 52 months (4 years and 4 months). The permit had been delayed because in Dec. 2009, the Appeals Court of Juigalpa issued an order to suspend the project, but this was overruled by the Supreme Justice Court in Feb. 2010.

  HYDRO GENERATION. $4.445 million form the Inter-American Development Bank is for Integral Management of the Apanas and Asturias Watershed (NI-X1005). The GEF operation seeks to promote management of the land, forest and biodiversity of the Apanas and Asturias watershed. This watershed is of paramount importance for hydroelectric generation and its appropriate management will help reduce CO2 emissions. Status: In preparation stage. Executing agency: Empresa Nicaraguense de Electricidad: Apartado Postal No. 55, Managua Nicaragua. Tel: (505-2) 67-2451. Fax: (505-2)67-4258. Details: www.iadb.org.

   TEXTILE CO. GROWS. Korea's EINS textile company inaugurated a new $1.5 million facility at Industrial Park Astro, employing 1,000, reports Elnuevodiario.com.ni (Feb. 25, 2010). EINS is part of transnational group Senika S.A., which also includes SAE-A Tecnotex. The group reportedly sells more than $1 billion worth of products to the US. 

   ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT. $10 million from the Inter-American Development Bank is for Enviromental Management of Natural Disasters & Climate Change (NI-L1048). Components to be determined. Status: In preparation stage. Executing agency: Ministerio del Ambiente y Recursos Naturales, Nicaragua. Details: www.iadb.org.

     SALT CO. SEEKS TO EXPAND. "Nicasal", the sole producer of salt in Nicaragua, is preparing to expand to Costa Rica and Honduras, reports Laprensagrafica.com (March 10, 2010). The general manager of Nicasa (partnership between Unión Fenosa and Albanisa) Óscar Vargas, said they have invested $2.6 million in the plant and have a capacity to produce 550 quintales hourly of finished product, with 99% purity. "We expect to produce 25,000 quintales (qq) a month, or 3,000 qq  more than in Dec. 2009.

   DELAYS IN FOOD IMPORTS. For more than a month the Dirección General de Protección y Sanidad Agropecuaria has not been granting permits for food imports, reports Laprensa.com.ni (March 12, 2010). José Adán Aguerri, President of the Superior Private Enterprise Council (Cosep), said they risk losing $1 million in merchandise stuck at the Customs Dept. or enroute. Different groups have demanded a reply from government to explain the delay.

    FIRST TOURISM FAIR. The Feria Internacional de Turismo (Fenitur), Nicaragua's first tourism fair. will take place in the capital, Managua, from June 18-21, reports Elnuevodiario.com (March 10, 2010). The event, at the Convention Center of the Hotel Crowne Plaza, is organized by  AC Eventos & Ediciones and the National Tourism Chamber (CANATUR).  Fenitur 2010 seeks to promote Nicaragua as a national and international tourism destination.
   CHICKEN TO VENEZUELA. Donald Tuckler, Exec. Secy of the Asociación Nicaragüense de Avicultores y Productores de Alimentos (Anapa), said chicken processing plants have received international certification and are negotiating exports of up to 12,000 tons of chicken meat a year. He said a trip is planned to Venezuela to close a deal and begin exports, reports Elnuevodiario.com.ni (March 11, 2010).

   PROPERTY REGISTRATION PROJECT. Nicaragua is seeking $10 million from the World Bank's Intl Development Assn for a Property Registration Project (Credito No. 4680-NI). There will be general procurement. Deadline: not specified. Details: Procuraduría General de la República. Proyecto Ordenamiento de la Propiedad. Km 3y ½ carretera sur, contiguo al Restaurante los Ranchos. Managua, Nicaragua. Teléfono No. (505) 2500801. E-mail: damaris@prodep.gob.ni

  TRADE FAIR PARK. Taiwan has confirmed a $3.8 Million Investment in Microfer, a Trade Fair Park for 1,500 SMEs to showcase its products, reports Elnuevodiario.com.ni (March 4, 2010). Inpyme, Nicaragua’s institute for Small & Medium Enterprises, had previously announced that the project would be constructed in 2010.  Back in 2007, Inpyme authorities said it would feature an amphitheater, administrative offices, and stands for micro, small and medium businesses.

   SCHMIDT CALZADOS INVESTS $12 MILLION. Brazil's Schmidt Calzados shoe company will invest $12 million to open a plant in Nicaragua's free zone between July and September, creating over 1.000 jobs. The company sells 70% of its production to Europe and the remainder to the US, reports Laprensa.com.ni. Alvaro Baltodano, secretary of the Free Zone Corp., said “the Brazilians want to produce all their shoe parts in Nicaragua, such as heels, soles and insoles."

   $28 MILLION FOR PORTS. $28 million will be used to finance three sea terminals and their maintenance, reports Laprensa.com.ni.  Virgilio Silva, president of EPN, the Nicaraguan Ports Corp., said $22 million will be used to fund 50% of the construction costs of a port in Bilwi. He added that 

the design of the Monkey Point Port is ready, but lack of a proper port law is delaying the public bidding process . 

   HYDROPOWER PROGRAM. Funds from the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation and the Norwegian Foreign Affairs Ministry, via the UN Development Program are for a Small-Scale Hydopower Renewable Energy Program (NIC-09/014). Part of the funds are for Supply and Installation of Generating Equipment and Accessories.  Deadline: April 23, 2010. Refer to: No. LPINIC10-73884-001-2010.  Details: Ministerio de Energía y Minas . Ing. Iván Ortega, Coordinador del Proyecto. Del Hospital Bautista 1cuadra abajo, 120 varas al Lago. Managua, Nicaragua. E-mail: ivan.ortega@mem.gob.ni (cc: elias.juarez@mem.gob.ni, aura.gonzalez@mem.gob.ni)

     TEACHING MATERIALS. A loan from the Inter-American Development Bank is for a Program of Integral Attention to Nicaraguan Children (No. 1729/SF-NI). Part of the funds are for Procurement & Printing of Teaching Materials. Deadline: April 12, 2010. Refer to: LPI No. MIFAMILIA/PAININ 02/BS/BID/2009. Details: Ministerio de la Familia, Adolescencia y Niñez, Dirección  Adquisiciones, Módulo B. Atn: Dra. María Auxiliadora Flores Morales, Directora Adquisiciones. De donde fue ENEL  Central, 100 metros al Sur.  Managua, Nicaragua. Tel: (505) 2277-1325. Fax: (505) 2277-1325. E-mail: mflores@mifamilia.gob.ni

PANAMA

   NEW STUDY FOR CANAL. URS Corp. and COWI Group, a Dutch-American consortium, won the bid to conduct a study for the Panama Canal, analyzing the best alternative for building a vehicular pass in the Atlantic end of the Canal, reports The Panama Canal Authority (Feb. 22, 2010)..

   RENOVATING NEIGHBORHOODS. The Ministry of Housing will invest $30 million to renovate three neighborhoods in Panama City: El Chorillo, Santa Ana and San Felipe, reports Prensa.com (Feb. 18, 2010). In 1997, San Felipe was declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO.  The Housing Ministry is identifying which houses need to be demolished, and which lots will be enabled for 2011, when renovation works begin … the new buildings cannot be taller than three stories.

   NEW ELECTORAL TRIBUNAL. Bids have been invited for construction of the new headquarters of the Supreme Electoral Court (estimated cost: $21 million), it was reported March 12. The new headquarters will be located on Avda. Omar Torrijos Herrera, in Ancon, Panama Province. Deadline for bids is May 12, 2010. Details: PanamaCompra.gob.pa 

   FAA OPENS REGIONAL HQ. The U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has inaugurated its regional office for Central America and the Caribbean in Panama, reports Laestrella.com.pa (Feb. 25, 2010). It will operate from the US Embassy and will be headed by Daniel Castro. Barbara J. Stephenson, U.S. Ambassador in Panama, said that in the past years the number of flights to Panama has tripled, becoming the main hub of Latin America.

    PLANT ENLARGEMENT. Metales S.A., a construction materials company, will invest $10 million in new plastic machinery to serve the Bay Cleanup Project, reports Prensa.com (Feb. 25, 2010). Rogelio Miró, president of the company, said they are installing the required infrastructure to develop the first production line of its kind in Panama. “This type of pipe, needed for the bay cleaning project, is currently not produced in Panama. We are investing to supply this product to the government, not only for this project, but for others in the country”,  said Miró.

   WATER SUPPLY/SANITATION. $40 million from the Inter-American Development Bank is for a Programa de Agua y Saneamiento (PN-L1042) to finance activities and investments dedicated mainly to support and to provide continuity to EL IDAAN's strengthening program which has started through interventions financed by the Bank through the loan 1719/OC-PN and 2025/OC-PN.  Components will be  (i) actions and investments for the operational, commercial and managerial improvement of EL IDAAN, recommended by several studies financed by the Bank, and (ii) rehabilitation and expansion investments in water and sanitation systems intermediate cities of Panama. Status: In preparation stage. Executing agency: Instituto de Acueductos y Alcantarillado. Details: www.iadb.org.

   ISRAEL-PANAMA AGREEMENT.  Panama and Israel have signed cooperation agreements in agriculture, water, cultural exchange and technical assistance, reports La Prensa (March 3, 2010).  Daniel Sabán, Central American and Caribbean director for Israel’s State Dept, signed the agreements with President Martinelli. Panama is reportedly interested in techniques to extend the usable life of agricultural and livestock products.

   UPCOMING TOURISM CENTER. Consulting company C4T Tourism Business & Planning will develop a master plan for touristic development in the former Sherman military base, reports Laestrella.com.pa (Feb. 26, 2010). Liriola Pittí, of the Economy Ministry, said that once the study is ready they will proceed to market and promote it. Dámaso García, of the province of Colón, said "this is the most important tourism initiative of the past 25 years in Panama.”.

   COPA INVESTS IN ONLINE TECHNOLOGY. Copa Airlines launched a new version of its website, Copaair.com, after 18 months of work and a $5 million investment, reports Estrelladepanama.com (Feb. 25, 2010). Frank Kardonski, Copa's e-business director, explained that the new site enables users to pay in six different currencies (U.S. dollars, Brazilian 

reales, and Chilean, Colombian, Mexican and Argentinian pesos). “We benchmarked the websites of the best airlines of the world. In them, the client gets what he wants with one or two clicks”, said Kardonski.

   NEW LAB OPENS.  Asofarma has established a laboratory in Panama as part of its regional expansion, reports Prensa.com (March 12, 2010). With branches in 16 countries, it is part of the Tecnofarma Intl group and is reportedly a leader in several therapeutic and oncological fields. .

   WORKS START AT REFINERY. $9 million will be invested in refinery “Refinería Panamá”, to build a new fuel loading area, reports pa-digital.com.pa (March 5, 2010). Ramón Betancourt, CEO of the refinery, said they’ve already invested $1.7 million in equipment design and purchase. The plan is to complete in project in less than 18 months.

   RESORT MANAGEMENT DEAL. Resort development company Amble Resorts said March 9 has contracted West Paces Hotel Group to manage its debut resort community, The Resort at Isla Palenque in Panama. Details: Frances Limoncelli, Mktg Director, Amble Resorts,  +1-773-769-1145, Email: fml@amble.com. Web: http://www.islapalenque.com/

   TACO BELL GROWS. The US franchise Taco Bell was scheduled to open a 180-person restaurant in El Dorado, reports LaEstrella.com.pa (Feb. 25, 2010). It will become the second largest in Central America, after a Taco Bell restaurant in Guatemala. For 2010, the franchise plans two additional restaurants in Panama, one in Villa Lucre and another in Altos de Panama, a source said.

   PENITENTIARY COMPLEX. Bids by 20 companies for a construction of a new penitentiary complex (Ciudad Penitenciaria) will be offered between July and August, reports Panama America (Feb. 23, 2010).  The prequalification 

process was closed in late February. 

   LA QUINTA HOTELS TO INVEST $24 MILLION. The La Quinta franchise will invest $24 million to build 13 hotels in the next seven years, adding 500 rooms to those available here, reports Laestrella..com.pa (March 11, 2010). The first property will be built later this year in the capital, in the Pan Canal de Albrook shopping center. Lincoln García, president of Interoceanic Hotels, said the new hotel chain aims at the upper middle class market.

    VF CORP. OFFICE IN PANAMA. Clothing company VF Corp. will establish a central purchasing office for Latin America in Panama in October, reports news-record.com (March 12, 2010).  Boyd Rogers, president of the supply chain, said locating in Panama allows for better access to our operations in the region.” VF represents the Wrangler & Lee jeans brands, and has textile plants in Nicaragua.

   LAPTOPS. The Panamanian Social Security (Caja de Seguro Social) will spend $1 million to supply its medical staff with laptops to access patients’ medical records, reports Pa.digital.com.pa (Feb. 18, 2010). It expects to automate health related paperwork with this digital record system, also known as “light client”. Doctors will be able to access the health record of a patient, request analysis and medicines through their personal computers.

PUERTO RICO

   PUBLIC-PRIVATE DEALS PLANNED. Puerto Rico is preparing public-private partnerships to jump-start the island's stalled economy and wants several of the big-ticket deals in place by year's end, reports AP (March 11, 2010):

   Governor Luis Fortuno has eliminated thousands of government jobs, put in place multibillion-dollar cuts in expenditures and pledged to eliminate persistent budget deficits. The partnership initiatives are meant to lure outside investment to an economy in recession since 2006 and come as the pace of global infrastructure deals between governments and businesses quickens. World Bank economists earlier said public-private partnership deals were worth $66 billion, or 10% more than the deals reached a year earlier during the worst of the global credit crisis;

   David Alvarez, Exec.Dir. of Puerto Rico's new Public Private Partnership Authority, said government will issue requests for proposals starting in the second quarter with an eye toward closing several deals by Dec. 31. The richest deal is for Luis Munoz Marin Airport, the main air gateway in Isla Verde. Ports Director Alvaro Pilar said Puerto Rico could realize $1 billion in a PPP for the airport, which is a hub for AMR Corp's American Airlines and handled 4.2 million passengers in 2009;

   The Fortuno administration is also pursuing a $1.4 billion school modernization program, which calls for contracts to be awarded to the private sector to design, build and maintain the new modern school structures. Another deal involves roads such as Puerto Rico's Highway 22, which runs from San Juan along the north coast to the west. Josep Martinez Vila, general director of business and operations for the Spain's Abertis, which operates the Teodoro Moscoso Bridge in San Juan, a privately financed toll facility, said his firm has expressed interest in the other island projects.

                                            ***  

   23,200 GOVT. JOBS CUT. The administration of Gov. Luis Fortuño cut central-government employment by 10.3% or 23,200 jobs during its first year in office, according to Labor Dept statistics, reports Caribbean Business (Feb. 25, 2010):

   There were 201,600 central-government jobs in Dec. 2009 vs. 224,800 in Dec. 2008, just before Fortuño took office, according to the Labor Dept survey of nonfarm employment. Municipal-government employment was 62,300 in Dec. 2009, down 8.7% (5,900 employees) from the previous year. Federal-government jobs also fell, with 13,700 federal-government workers employed in Dec. 2009, down  6.2% (900) from the period the year before;

   Upon taking office in January, Fortuño instituted a strict hiring freeze, one of a series of measures aimed at confronting a record $3.2 billion deficit. He also ordered a 10% across-the-board cut in spending, a 30% reduction in positions of trust and some emergency measures to increase revenue. Despite these measures, he warned thousands of central-government workers would also have to be fired to reach a goal of cutting government spending by $2 billion annually. The governor said the spending cut was necessary to avoid a downgrade of the Commonwealth’s credit rating to noninvestment grade or junk level, which would have “unthinkable” economic consequences, according to officials;
   Puerto Rico’s government employs far more workers than most states and appears to have the highest per capita level of public employment in the U.S  The central government employed 235,300 workers in July 2009, according to the Labor Dept. When the island’s 61,700 municipal workers are factored in, the total increases to 297,000. On a per capita basis, Puerto Rico employs 7.51 workers per 100 residents in the central and municipal governments combined. By contrast, New York State employs 1.21 state workers for every 100 residents, which increases to 4.24 per 100 when county, township and municipal workers are also counted. California employs 0.9 workers per 100 residents at the state level, while the ratio in Texas is 1.06 per 100 residents. Florida employs 0.93 workers per 100 residents at the state level and 2.4 workers when all local government workers are included. In New Jersey, there are 1.65 state workers employed for every 100 residents, which rises 2.35 per 100 when other public employment is factored in.

                                         ***

      WIND FARM EXPANSION. Minister of Energy & Mining James Robertson broke ground for the US$49 million Wigton Wind Farm expansion project, reports JIS (March 11, 2010).  The project will include installation of nine new two-megawatt wind turbines that will generate 18 megawatts of power, increasing the total amount of energy produced by Wigton to 38.7 megawatts. The power will be sold to the Jamaica Public Service (JPS) for domestic use. Plant operating facilities will also be improved and a resource room for educational and technical information exchange established. The expansion will mean about 55 gigawatt hours of energy, enough to power about 24,000 homes. It will also result in saving of about 32,400 barrels of oil valued at US$2.3 million, and in so doing, avoid 45,954 tons of carbon emissions. The project will be built on a turnkey basis by Vestas Eolica of Spain with local input in engineering, studies and construction. Wigton said commissioning of the plant is scheduled for July 2010 and the project is 100% financed from the PetroCaribe Development Fund. 

 JOBLESS RATE CLIMBS. The island’s unemployment level for January reached 15.8%, up 1.5% from the prior month and up 2.8% from Jan. 2009, reports The Puerto Rico Daily Sun (March 5, 2010). The number of unemployed people reached 208,000, up 21,000 from Dec. 2009, and 33,000 vs. Jan. 2009, according to the Labor Dept.  The number of employed people on the island in January was more than 1.11 million, down by 12,000 from Dec. 2009, and down by 57,000 from Jan. 2009.

    MICROSOFT TRAINING VOUCHERS. Microsoft Puerto Rico received some 2,600 applications for the 50,000 vouchers it is giving away to unemployed people on the island during the first week they were made available, company General Manager Cleber Voelzke, said during a news conference in Guaynabo, reports The Puerto Rico Daily Sun (March 3, 2010).  The company began offering vouchers for free online technology training and certifications through its “Elévate América” program, in conjunction with the Labor Dept, during the first week of February. The program is available and interested unemployed persons can log in to www.puertoricotrabaja.com/elevateamerica to register. The deadline to obtain the voucher for the completely Web-based, 90-day training program is May 15.

    FEDERAL FUNDS FRAUD ALLEGED. Some 65 FBI agents and investigators from the US Dept of Education stormed into the local Education Dept in search of documents and information about an alleged federal funds fraud scheme, reports The Puerto Rico Daily Sun (March 3, 2010). FBI chief Luis Fraticelli said the warrants are related to possible crimes involving federal funds. Víctor Fajardo was Education Secretary during the fraud-ridden Rosselló administration in the 1990s, and the island was classified with a high risk designation by the federal Dept of Education. A series of agreements between the island and federal Education departments gradually pulled the island out of the 2002 high-risk designation that held up $900 million in federal funding.

    FDA WARNING FOR HAND SANITIZER. Puerto Rico's government sent inspectors across the island to stop stores from selling locally produced hand sanitizers tainted with a dangerous bacteria, reports AP (March 4, 2010). The products were made by Puerto Rico Beverage Inc. of Maunabo. A recent US Food and Drug Admin. inspection of the plant found serious problems with manufacturing practices. Puerto Rican officials said the company closed the plant after the inspection and the whereabouts of company executives had not been determined. Consumer Affairs Secretary Luis Rivera Marin, said the company was one of many here that rushed into the sanitizer business as demand soared during the swine flu pandemic. He said the now-shuttered plant had been dedicated primarily to making juice. ``Maybe they were making passion fruit juice one day and the next day they made hand sanitizers in the same container,'' Rivera said. The FDA warned that the company's ``Bee-Shield Hand Sanitizer'' with aloe vera and ``MD Quality Hand Sanitizer'' contain high levels of the Burkholderia cepacia bacteria, which can cause harm when used on skin with cuts or abrasions. The agency said infections caused by the microbe could require surgery. The two sanitizers were distributed to supermarkets, drug stores and hospitals only in Puerto Rico. Officials said the products had not been blamed for any illnesses.

    URBAN BARNS FOOD INVESTS. Canada-based Urban Barns Foods Inc., a provider of organic fruit and vegetables, has approved development of three new facilities, including two in Puerto Rico, with an initial investment of $3 million and the creation of 17 local jobs, reports Caribbean Business (March 11, 2010). Chairman/Managing Director Daniel Meikleham said the firm expects to secure two Pridco buildings within next 90 days, and achieve the first  harvest by year’s end. The company produces lettuce, spinach, basil, strawberries, peppers, tomatoes and cucumbers in its indoor barns. Eventually, the island could become an exporter of seedlings, which the company could use at existing and future facilities around the world, he said.

   KFC EXPANSION. At a time when many companies are holding back, Encanto Restaurants, parent company of the Yum! Brands roster of eateries on the island, is moving full speed ahead with an investment of $10 million to pave the way for the islandwide launch of KFC’s grilled chicken and another $5 million in advertising, promotions and public relations support to roll out the new changes, reports Caribbean Business (March 5, 2010). Local celebrity chefs Chef Piñeiro and Maira Isabel will participate in the yearlong promotion focusing on the new product’s healthy benefits, said Héctor Jiménez, Encanto’s VP of marketing. KFC’s $10 million expansion is a part of Encanto's $50 million investment to open 50 new restaurants, remodel its 169 existing locations and help create over 1,500 new direct jobs over the next five years. In addition to KFC, the other Yum! Brands include Pizza Hut, Taco Bell and Long John Silver’s.

  NEW FASHION RETAIL STORE.  Express, a leading Ohio-based fashion retailer, said it plans to open two stores (one for women, the other for men) at Plaza Las Americas, reports Caribbean Business (Feb. 25, 2010). They expect to hire 80 associates per store, and were to begin hiring in mid-March. Express operates more than 500 retail outlets in the U.S. and generates $1.8 billion in sales annually.

   PETSMART TO OPEN THREE STORES. Arizona-based PetSmart, a large retailer of products and services for pets, plans to open three stores here, reports Caribbean Business (Feb. 25, 2010). The first two, scheduled to open in September, will be in Plaza Rio Hondo (Bayamon) and Rio Piedras; the third, at San Patricio Plaza (Guaynabo), will open in 2011.  On average, each PetSmart store creates 40 to 50 new permanent jobs.

   HOTEL CHAIN. Magnuson Hotels recently added La Cima hotel in Aguadilla to its 1,100 hotel affiliates, said co-CEO Thomas R. Magnuson, reports Caribbean Business (Feb. 25, 2010). “We continue to look for other properties in Puerto Rico that could join our international network,” said Magnuson, adding "We look at Puerto Rico as a growth market where our business model can be very viable in helping independent hotel owners diversify their leisure travel presence.”  Magnuson’s profile of properties is typically small hotels with 20 rooms and up, representing individual owners and coming from all market types, ranging from small resorts to highway-based or near military base locations. 

   25 WIND TURBINES. The government approved a plan to build 25 wind turbines capable of generating electricity for 20,000 households, reports AP (March 11, 2010). Planning Board President Hector Morales said the wind farm will be built by the Puerto Rico-based Windmar Renewable Energy Inc. and is designed to produce 120,000 kilowatts a year.  The island gets nearly all of its electricity from oil-burning plants. The government-owned power utility plans to boost investment in natural gas generators, wind, wave and other kinds of alternative energy, but has made little progress. Morales said the turbines will be erected on a 45-acre (18-hectare) parcel of dry forest in the coastal town of Guayanilla. 

   NEW CONDADO LAGOON VILLAS.  The Caribe Hilton hotel in San Juan on March 1 announced the opening of 96 new units at the Condado Lagoon Villas. The hotel is now home to 910 rooms, and is welcoming guests with a special offer good through April 30, for travel April 12-June 30. The villas, designed by architectural firm Jimenez & Rodriguez Barceló and designer Iglesias Lucero, feature 264 units.  This latest addition completes the project. Details: Amanda Keefer. Ypartnership. Email: amanda.keefer@ypartnership.com. 407.838.1740 and Karla Visconti, Director, Communications, Hilton Hotels Corp., Caribbean & Latin America.Email: karla.visconti@hilton.com. 786.866.7240. Web: www.condadolagoonvillas.com.
   SUITE TOWER INAUGURAL. Bill Marriott, chairman & CEO of Marriott International, was in town for the traditional ribbon-cutting ceremony for 235-suite Suite Tower, the second phase of the revival of La Concha, A Renaissance Resort, reports Caribbean Business (Feb. 25, 2010).  The Suite Tower, developed for $100 million, is part of the $420 million grand Condado Duo redevelopment. The first phase, featuring the elegantly remodeled 248-room La Concha, was inaugurated Dec. 8, 2007. 

  TREE-PLANTING INITIATIVE. Puerto Rico's Dept of Natural & Environmental Resources (DRNA)launched an  island-wide reforestation project that includes the goal of planting a million trees over the next three years, reports Caribbean Net News (Feb. 19, 2010).  DRNA Secretary Daniel Galan, who unveiled the Plataforma Verde (Green Platform), said the island has more trees than in the past and that the goal is "the improvement of some concrete areas and the re-introduction of native species."  He said the idea is to plant 300,000 trees this year, part of a larger project that will require an investment of more than $10 million. Galan said the initiative will be supplemented by a separate project sponsored by the Inter-American University of Puerto Rico that will involve planting another 1 million trees. He said the Cambalache nursery that the DRNA manages in the northern town of Arecibo can produce 500,000 seedlings per year. The initiative will include 35 monthly and 420 annual island-wide plantings, including trees, bushes and ornamental plants.

ST. KITTS & NEVIS

   AUSTRALIA TAX ACCORD.  Australia became the 10th nation to sign a Tax Information Agreement (TIEA) with St Kitts & Nevis, reports Caribbean Net News (March 9, 2010). Other accords were signed with Monaco, The Netherlands, The Netherlands Antilles, Aruba, United Kingdom, Denmark, Belgium, New Zealand and Liechtenstein. It was scheduled to sign with six Nordic countries on March 24, and will at the latest be removed from the OECD Grey List on that date. 

ST. VINCENT & GRENADINES

   JULY RESORT OPENING. Harlequin Hotels & Resorts is preparing for the July opening of its flagship property, Buccament Bay Beach Resort, it was reported Feb. 16. The 369-room hotel is located on the southwest coast of St. Vincent, and will feature a number of amenities, including several restaurants and bar. 

SURINAME

   PRODUCTIVE LAND USE. $4.15 million is being sought from the Inter-American Development Bank for Sustainable Management of Productive Land Uses (SU-X1002). This GEF project will support the Govt of Suriname in mainstreaming biodiversity conservation and climate change in land use planning through: (i) capacity building in sustainable forestry management, and (ii) strengthening of critical environmental functions to support sustainable land use planning and management. Estimated total cost: $16.65 million.  Status: In preparation stage. Executing agency: Ministry of Physical Planning Land. Details: www.iadb.org.

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

   WASTEWATER REHAB. A $26 million loan from the Inter-American Development Bank is for a Wastewater Infrastructure Rehabilitation Program (TT-L1018). Trinidad & Tobago has 192 treatment plants built by private developers that have not been properly maintained. Effluent is polluting  water bodies, which in some cases are used as sources of  potable water. The program will assist the GOTT for the takeover, refurbishment, upgrade and eventual integration of plants here. Status: In preparation stage. Executing agency: Water and Sewerage Authority. Details: www.iadb.org.

                                              ***

   PETROTRIN SUED. In what can be regarded as the biggest lawsuit against a T&T company, a New York firm has filed a breach of contract case against the Petroleum Co. of Trinidad & Tobago (Petrotrin) in the US Federal Court in New York, seeking no less than $12 billion for their losses over the collapse of a joint venture project, reports The Trinidad Guardian (March 2, 2010):

   World GTL Inc. and its subsidiary, World GTL (St Lucia), filed the lawsuit in the US District, Southern District of  New York, on February 23. The case has been put on the docket of Judge Lawrence McKenna, one of the senior judges of the court. The action arose out of the alleged wrongful taking and expropriation of a nearly-completed $3 billion gas-to-liquid plant, being constructed inside the Petrotrin refinery, Pointe-a-Pierre. The lawsuit was filed by Manhattan law firm, Thompson & Knight. Petrotrin had 21 days from the date of service to respond, failing which World GTL would enter a default judgment, with a demand for the compensation;

   Preston George, Petrotrin VP for Human Resources & Corporate Services, said the company learned through press reports that World GTL filed a lawsuit in connection with the gas-to-liquid plant and added, "Petrotrin has not been served with this complaint.”

                                               ***
   SEAMLESS EDUCATION. An Inter-American Development Bank loan is for a Support For a Seamless Education System Program (Lona 2138/OC-TT). Part of the funds are for consultants for Developing/Revising & Implementing Curriculum in Seven Subject Areas. Deadline to prequalify: April 1, 2010. Details: (1) Support of Seamless Education Programme. Ministry of Education. Attn: Mr. Maurice Chin Aleong, Programme Mgr. 18 Alexandra St  St Clair, Trinidad & Tobago. Tel: (868) 622-6585, 628-5262. Fax: (868) 628-5461. E-mail: moesespu@gmail.com. (2) Chairman. Central Tenders Board. 116 Frederick St. Port of Spain, Trinidad & Tobago. Tel: (868) 624-4330. Fax: (868) 625-1809.  E-mail: mofctb@tstt.net.tt

   LNG PURCHASE. Centrica will buy the Trinidadian gas properties of Suncor Energy Inc  for $380 million, giving the owner of British Gas its first toehold in a liquefied natural gas project, the company said, reports Reuters (Feb. 26, 2010). The deal to acquire Suncor's portfolio here gives the owner of Britain's biggest household energy supplier a secure source of gas from here over the long term, said Centrica CEO Sam Laidlaw. Suncor, Canada's largest energy company, is selling the properties as its looks to winnow its holdings following its C$22.7 billion ($21.1 billion) purchase of Petro-Canada last year and raise cash to expand its Canadian oil sands production.

   AERIAL SURVEILLANCE CONTRACT. Helinet Technologies, the aerial surveillance solutions division of Helinet Aviation, said March 3 it was selected by the Special Anti-Crime Unit of Trinidad & Tobago (SAUTT) to assist the agency in implementing a fulltime, high definition aerial surveillance capability. The assignment represents a continuation of Helinet's work with SAUTT providing HD image gathering and live broadcast capabilities and will encompass infrastructure design and build-out, technology integration and training. This follows Helinet's engagement with SAUTT to provide the entire aerial surveillance capability for two, large-scale international gatherings hosted by Trinidad  & Tobago in 2009: The 34-nation Summit of the Americas and the 53-nation Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting, said Ron Magocsi, VP, chief technical officer, for Helinet.  Details: Peter Epstein, +1-310-464-0897, Email: peter@ saegermediagroup.com, or Lauren Glassberg, +1-310-464-0898, Email: lauren@saegermediagroup.com, both of Saeger Media Group.

   CONFERENCE CENTER RENOVATION. The Hilton Trinidad & Conference Center on Feb. 25 revealed the latest phase of a multimillion-dollar makeover with the unveiling of all 418 renovated rooms, a new executive lounge, a coffeehouse, and 24-hour business center. Details: Amanda Keefer, Ypartnership. Email: amanda.keefer@ ypartnership. com. Karla Visconti. Director of Communications. Hilton Hotels Corp. Email: karla.visconti@hilton.com. Amander Keefer. Email: amanda.keefer@ypartnership.com.

   CURRICULUM CONSULTANTS. An Inter-American Development Bank loan is for Support for a Seamless Education System Program (No. 2138/OC-TT). Part of the funds are for consultants to Develop/Revise and Implement Curriculum in Seven Subject Area. Deadline to prequalify: April 1, 2010. Consulting firms/universities are also invited to prequalify by April 15 for providing technical assistance to facilitate implementation in three subject areas: Designing & Implementing a Training Program in performance assessment of/for Teachers and Mentoring and Pedagogical skills development for teachers; Conducting a Longitudinal Tracer Study of Early Childhood Development;  Assessment of Information Communication Technology (ICT) Readiness of Primary Principals, Teachers and Schools and in the Identification of online Professional Development Opportunities Details: (1) Support of Seamless Education Programme. Ministry of Education. Attn: Mr. Maurice Chin Aleong, Programme Mgr. 18 Alexandra St. Saint Clair, Trinidad & Tobago. Tel: (868) 622-6585, 628-5262.  Fax: (868) 628-5461. E-mail: moesespu@gmail.com.

 VENEZUELA

  BOLIVAR FALLS.  Venezuela’s bolivar fell to a six- month low as the central bank’s almost month-long absence from the unregulated currency market left the supply of dollars 

short of demand, reports Bloomberg (March 3, 2010). The central bank hadn’t held a dollar auction in the parallel market since Feb. 8 after selling $260 million -- through local short-term dollar bonds payable in bolivars -- over the previous four weeks. The bank began selling the dollars in January after President Hugo Chavez pledged to spark a rally in the unofficial rate to help stem inflation. Chavez said the previous week that the plan to boost the bolivar is a long-term goal. “It’s been almost a month without any dollar sales,” Alejandro Grisanti, an economist at Barclays Plc in New York said. “That, along with delays in approving dollars at the official rate, is putting pressure on the bolivar.” The bolivar may stay within a range of 5.8 and 6.8 per dollar in the parallel market during 2010, Grisanti said.

    GOVERNOR RESIGNS FROM PARTY. Governor Henri Falcon, an ally of President Hugo Chavez, resigned from the president’s United Socialist Party and called for open talks to resolve problems in the country, reports Bloomberg (Feb. 23, 2010). Falcon, governor of the central state of Lara, published a letter to Chavez in major newspapers to announce his resignation and to express his concern that regional leaders only receive orders and aren’t able to communicate with the president. “I’m concerned about the absence of an adequate space for dialogue,” Falcon wrote. “It’s impossible to build a participative democracy and virtually impossible for the transformation of the country to succeed if local and regional leaders aren’t heard.” Chavez has warned Falcon to stop listening to opposition parties trying to get him to rebel against the government, saying that he could end up like Raul Baduel, a former defense minister who was jailed on graft charges. The PSUV will try to maintain majority control of the National Assembly in congressional elections in September. “His resignation from the PSUV could convince the ‘ninis,’ those who are neither chavistas nor anti-chavistas, to vote against the PSUV’s candidates,” said Boris Segura, an economist at RBS Securities Inc. in Stamford, CT, using a term that refers to Chavez supporters.

   GOVT. SUES CONOCO Venezuela is taking ConocoPhillips to court in the US in a dispute with the US oil company over a unit of the Sweeny refinery, said Oil Minister Rafael Ramirez, reports Reuters (Feb. 26, 2010). Venezuela said in September it planned to sue over Conoco's bid to buy state oil company PDVSA's 50% share in the Merey Sweeny coker unit at the Sweeny refinery in Texas. Conoco has exercised an option to buy Venezuela's stake, saying PDVSA broke its contract by failing to deliver oil last year. Conoco left Venezuela in 2007 after President Hugo Chavez took over operations at several oil projects. Ramirez said PDVSA owes 2008 dividends to major oil companies that were partners in PDVSA joint ventures and was in talks with the companies to reinvest the money in projects, rather than pay them.

    STEEL FROM BRAZIL. Venezuela said it will import semi-finished steel products from Gerdau of Brazil, to feed the nationalized Sidor mill, struggling with power shortages, reports Reuters (Feb. 26, 2010). The move is a sign of how hard industry has been hit by an electricity crisis caused by a drought and bad planning.  Mining Minister Rodolfo Sanz said Venezuela will import 30,000 tons of semi-finished steel products per month for the next three months to offset a 50% fall in output at Sidor, which is not exporting steel.  Venezuela still owes leading Latin American steelmaker Ternium SA part of the $1.97 billion compensation for the mill. Sanz said a delayed payment of $300 million will be made before the end of February and the outstanding debt will be paid this year.   

   TIDEWATER SEEKS ARBITRATION.  Oil service company Tidewater Inc said it filed with the International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes a request for arbitration against Venezuela regarding compensation for its seized vessels, reports Reuters (Feb. 18, 2010). Eleven Tidewater ships, of the 15 working for the state oil company, PDVSA, were seized by Venezuelan authorities after signing a law to nationalize them in May last year. Tidewater, which provides marine transportation to the oil and gas industry, said Venezuela has not paid any compensation for the expropriation of these vessels, and the company is eligible for reparation for the losses. Tidewater alleged that the measures taken by Venezuela violate its bilateral investment treaty obligations and rules of Venezuelan law and international law.

   SEIZED STORES OPENED. Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez opened a chain of French-Colombian owned Hipermercado Exito retail stores as state-run Hipermercado Bicentenario stores selling goods at below-market prices, reports Bloomberg (Feb. 15, 2010). The Bicentenario stores make up part of Comerso, a state- run retail group created by Chavez to compete with private businesses in selling food, cars and household goods. Chavez expropriated the Exito stores in January, alleging the chain speculated on prices and hoarded goods in the wake of a currency devaluation. Chavez, who devalued the bolivar as much as 50% on Jan. 8 and created a multi-tiered exchange system, seized the six retail stores which are majority-owned by Saint-Etienne, France-based Casino Guichard Perrachon SA. He has threatened to nationalize others in a bid to contain inflationary pressures from the devaluation. Venezuela’s annual inflation may accelerate to 40% this year vs. a 27% gain last year, according to RBS Securities Inc.

DATA BASE

U.S. Trade with the Caribbean Basin

December 2008, 2009

(millions of US$)

                                  U.S. exports   U.S. imports

                                              (F.A.S.)           (c.i.f.)

                                       2008      2009      2008    2009

Anguilla                          81.0     52.9      4.5         5.9
Antigua & Barbuda      182.5    157.0     5.0          9.4
Aruba                            680.3    446.2  3259.7  1309.2
Bahamas                     2759.5  2455.3    626.9    844.8
Barbados                      497.4    404.7      42.0      33.9
Belize                           352.7    252.8    164.3    108.1
Bermuda                       821.7    807.4   140.7      13.6
British Virgin I             309.9    233.0     11.2        6.3
Cayman Islands            745.9   643.7     14.4       14.0
Costa Rica                  5679.8 4704.4 4189.7   5803.3
Cuba                             711.5   533.4       -            -

Dominica                      105.4     76.7      2.5         2.9
Dominican Rep.         6594.4  5269.9 4089.5 3420.6
El Salvador                2462.0  2019.3 2308.7 1881.1
French Guiana               18.0     16.8      0.1        0.1

Grenada                         84.4     59.1      7.8        6.2
Guadeloupe                 383.9   210.4      8.0        2.0

Guatemala                 4718.3 3900.7  3734.9 3379.1
Guyana             .         288.5    260.7   169.8    178.9
Haiti                           944.0    791.7   464.4    566.0
Honduras                 4846.2  3384.0  4237.1  3489.6
Jamaica                   2643.4   1448.3   787.9    501.0
Martinique                288.8     268.0     7.9          5.2
Montserrat                   8.6         5.9      0.2          1.0
Netherlands Ant      2951.6  2130.8  829.5     487.0
Nicaragua                1094.2    715.0 1768.6  1672.7
Panama                  4887.3   4358.0   403.9    322.0
St. Kitts & Nevis     123.9     108.1    56.9       50.6
St. Lucia                  241.0    136.1     27.3      19.0
St. Vincent & Gren   82.7      77.4      1.0        1.3
Suriname                 406.4   381.0   133.5     148.3
Trinidad &Tobago 2250.2 1989.1 9471.4  5623.8
Turks & Caicos I     434.4   247.9    10.5        10.9
Venezuela           12610.0  9359.8  52634.9 28785.3
      Source: U.S. Dept. of Commerce.  Details:  Nick Orsini (301-763-6959) or Maria Iseman (301-763-2311), Foreign Trade Division.

Tourism Stop-Over Arrivals,  2009

                                                                        %change

Destination                      Period        Arrivals   vs. 2008

Anguilla                           Jan-Jun         30,716      -22.6

Antigua & Barbuda         Jan-Nov      211,107      -12.7

Aruba                               Jan-Dec      812,623       -1.7
Bahamas                          Jan-Oct    1,116,195     -11.4

Barbados                         Jan-Dec       518,564      -8.7

Belize                               Jan-Oct       192,155      -6.0

Bermuda                           Jan-Dec      235,860    -10.5

Bonaire                             Jan-Sep         49,316    -12.7

British Virgin I.                Jan-Jul         205,914    -17.0

Cancun (Mexico)**         Jan-Sep     1,434,416    -15.6

Cayman Islands                Jan-Dec       271,958    -10.2

Cuba                                 Jan-Dec    2,429,809    +3.5
Curacao                            Jan-Nov       333,866    -3.5
Dominica                          Jan-Nov        64,402   -12.1
Dominican Republic*      Jan-Dec   3,992,303      +0.3

Grenada                           Jan-Dec       113,370     -12.5
Guyana                            Jan-Dec       141,053      +6.2
Jamaica                           Jan-Dec    1,831,097      +3.6

Martinique                      Jan-Dec       443,202      -7.7

Montserrat                      Jan-Nov          4,897      -17.1
Puerto Rico**                Jan-Oct     1,082,423      -2.8

Saba                               Jan-Aug           8,707      -3.4

St. Lucia                         Jan-Dec       278,491     -5.8
St. Maarten                     Jan-Dec       440,185      -7.4
St. Vincent & Gren.       Jan-Oct         60,442     -12.1

Trinidad & Tobago        Jan-Jul        251,975      -5.7

US Virgin Islands           Jan-Dec     666,051      -2.5

Tourism Cruise Ship Arrivals, 2009                                                                             
                                                                           %change

Destination                     Period        Arrivals   vs. 2008

Antigua&Barbuda           Jan-Oct       539,924     +26.4

Aruba                              Jan-Oct        441,288      +9.3

Bahamas                         Jan-Oct     2,602,321    +14.9

Barbados                         Jan-Dec      635,746      +6.4

Belize                              Jan-Dec      705,219    +18.1

Bermuda                          Jan-Dec      318,528    +11.2
Bonaire                            Jan-Sep      148,058    +54.1

British Virgin Is.             Jan-Jul         355,065    -10.8

Cayman Islands              Jan-Dec    1,520,372     -2.1

Cozumel (Mexico)         Jan-Jul       1,269,121    -21.0

Curacao                           Jan-Nov      359,601   +50.3
Dominica                        Jan-Dec       532,352   +37.8
Dominican Republic       Jan-Aug     374,284      +7.3

Grenada                           Jan-Dec     339,752    +16.1
Jamaica                           Jan-Dec      922,349    -15.3

Martinique                      Jan-Dec        69,749    -19.9

Puerto Rico                     Jan-Nov    1,045,459   -15.0

St. Lucia                         Jan-Dec        699,306  +12.8
St. Maarten                     Jan-Dec     1,215,146    -9.7
St. Vincent & Gren.       Jan-Oct       104,781   +49.2

Trinidad & Tobago        Jan-May        83,713  +253.7

U.S. Virgin Islands        Jan-Dec   1,582,264     -9.9

  *Non-Resident  air arrivals. Dom. Rep. data from DR Tourism Dept.

**Non-resident Hotel registrations only

Source: The Caribbean Tourism Organization,latest data supplied by member countries, available as of Feb. 26, 2010

CALENDAR

  Details and contact information for most events listed here may be obtained on the website www.calendar.caribseek.com. Readers are invited to submit information on relevant activities, at least 45 days prior to date of your activity.  Mail 
to: Caribbean UPDATE, 116 Myrtle Ave., Millburn NJ 07041. U.S.A.  Email: kalwagenheim@cs.com.  Some dates are tentative, all are subject to change; readers are urged to reconfirm prior to making travel plans.
   April 2-4: Spring Regatta in Tortola, British Virgin Islands.       

   April 7-10: The Competitiveness Institute Global Conference on Tourism Clusters, Barcelo Bavaro Convention Center, Punta Cana. Leading experts on tourism cluster organizations meet. Speakers are coming from Spain, Chile, the United States, Peru, Brazil, Uruguay and Australia, among other countries. Details: www.drtourismclusters.com/drtc/en

   April 11-13 Suriname hosts Caribbean Conference on Higher Education, in Paramaribo. A joint initiative of the Organization of American States’ (OAS) Dept of Human Development, Education, & Culture (DHDEC), the UNESCO Intl Institute for Higher Education in Latin America & the Caribbean (IESALC), and the UNESCO Kingston Cluster Office for the Caribbean.

   April 13-15: CATHIE - Central America Hotel & Tourism Investment Exchange, focusing on opportunities in the travel industry. Radisson Plaza Hotel, San Salvador, El Salvador. Details: http://www.cathieconference.com/

 April 15-16:  16 LPGA players  battle for a $1 million dollar purse at the unveiling of Raceway Golf at The Mojo 6 (www.themojo6.com) tournament, at Cinnamon Hill Golf Course at Rose Hall in Montego Bay, Jamaica. Details: www.LPGA.com. Matt Samson T: 213-438-8890 E: msamson@golinharris.com and Kim Berard T: 386-843-0077 E: kim.berard@lpga.com 

   April 21-23: Montserrat hosts the seventh leg of the ICT Roadshow.

   April 21-May 9: National Book Fair, Plaza de la Cultura, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic..   

   April 26-29: Billboard Latin Music Conference presented by State Farm, in association with T-Mobile, at the Conrad San Juan Condado Plaza in Puerto Rico. Now in its 21st year, the conference has become the single most important Latin music industry event in the world. The awards show will air on the NBC network, broadcast in more than 35 countries. Details: Lee Rothchild - 212.981.5124. Email: Lee_Rothchild @ dkcnews.com. Web: www.BillboardLatinConference.com.

   April 26-29: First Rural Smart Grid Summit in Puerto Rico. Some 70 rural electric cooperative executives confirmed their participation in the invitation-only summit at El Conquistador Resort in Fajardo.

   April 26-30. The 31st Food & Agriculture Organization (FAS) of the United Nations Conference for Latin America and the Caribbean to held in Panama. Organizers expect the presence of ministers and technicians from 33 countries and delegates from 60 organizations. .

  April 26-30 and May 2-7:  Barbados will host the 2010 Fireball Worlds sailing championships. The tournament at the Barbados Yacht Club (BYC) will feature two segments: the International Championship (April 26 –30) and the World Championship during (May 2 – 7).

  May: Dominica's 3rd Annual Hike Fest. Details: www.dominica.dm/site/hikefest.dm.

   May: Cuba will show its potential as a destination for incentive travel and events during the International Fair of Business Tourism (IMEX 2010) scheduled for May in Frankfurt, Germany.

   May 4-6: 14th Caribbean Hotel & Tourism Investment Conference (CHTIC 2010), at San Juan's Puerto Rico Convention Center, brings together hoteliers, tourism officials, developers, bankers, lenders and others interested in Caribbean tourism to discuss and plan investment strategies. 

   May 9-12: Caribbean Conference on Sustainable Tourism Development, in Bridgetown, Barbados, in collaboration with the Barbados Ministry of Tourism. The conference will examine critical issues relating to sustainability and will explore creative solutions to many of the challenges facing CTO Member Countries, including the effects of climate change. Details: Johnson JohnRose, Caribbean Tourism Organization. Tel: 246-427, 5242. Email: jjohnrose@caribtourism. And: Terence Gallagher/Michelle Horn. Lou Hammond & Associates. Tel: (212) 308-8880.  Email: terryg@lhammond.com / michelleh@lhammond.com                                               

   May 25: President Ronald Venetiaan said elections for a new legislature will be held in Suriname.. 

   June 3-5: The Centre for Caribbean Thought (CCT) UWI, Mona-Jamaica, in association with Africana Studies at Brown University and the Institute of Caribbean Studies, University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras hosts the VIIth Caribbean Reasonings Conference entitled Freedom and Power in the Caribbean: the Work of Gordon K. Lewis, to be held June 3-5, 2010 at the Univ. of the West Indies, Mona-Jamaica. Professor Gordon K. Lewis, (1919 – 1991) taught for many years at the Univ. of Puerto Rico and wrote path-breaking books on the Caribbean’s history, politics and intellectual development.  Details: Beverley Sutherland Lewis at: cct@uwimona.edu.jm. And: Dr. David E. Lewis. VP. Manchester Trade Ltd. Email: DavidLewis@ManchesterTrade.com

   June 6-8: 40th regular session of the General Assembly of Organization of American States (OAS) in Lima, Peru. 

   June 10-12: 5th Annual Private Sector (APS) Meeting of the Caribbean Association of Industry & Commerce (CAIC), in Grenada, culminating with the APS Black Tie Dinner. Details: Ms Candice Lawrence, Program Officer, CAIC. Trinidad & Tobago. Tel: 868-622-6761. Fax: 866-622-7810. Email: candicelawrence@tstt.net.tt.
    June 18-21: The Feria Internacional de Turismo (Fenitur), Nicaragua's first tourism fair. will take place in the capital, Managua, at the Convention Center of the Hotel Crowne Plaza. Organized by AC Eventos & Ediciones and the National Tourism Chamber (CANATUR).  Fenitur 2010 seeks to promote Nicaragua as a national and international tourism destination.

    June 24-26: 14th Annual St. Kitts Music Festival at Warner Park Stadium.  These dates follow the second Test Cricket Match between the West Indies and South Africa, also at Warner Park, from June 18-22.  Details: St. Kitts Tourism Authority at US toll free 1-800-582-6208 or Canada toll-free 1-888-395-4887. Web: www.stkittstourism.kn. Details: Candice Adams-Kimmel.  Adams Unlimited. (212) 956-5900. Email: cathy@adams-pr.com                                                                          

   July 9-18: 17th Annual Dive Fest, a series of activities focused on scuba diving and other water sports. Details: www.discoverdominica.com/site/divefest.cfm.

   July 10-11: Caribbean pavilion at the EPEX Luxury Property Exhibition at Earls Court London. Details: Eddie Sikora, Event Director. Email: eddie@epex2010.com. Tel: +44 (0)1323 472 467. Web: http://www.epex2010.com/.

   July 15-16: Manufexport 2010, Guatemala. Fair organized by the Asociación Guatemalteca de Exportadores. Central American companies can promote their exports to an international audience. 

   August 11-13: Expo Seguridad Costa Rica 2010. Hotel Real Intercontinental, San Jose, Costa Rica. The second event in Central America where manufacturers, distributors and buyers of security equipment meet.  Details: Hernan Rojas. Email: hernan.rojas@ exposeguridadcostarica.com and mercadeoyventas@ seguridadhoysxxi.org. Móvil: (506) 8997-1282. Nury Barahona. Email: nury.barahona@ exposeguridadcostarica. com, Móvil: (506) 8330-6409. Oficina: (506) 2294-2871.

  Sept. 14-15. 2d CARICOM-Canada Business Forum, hosted by Caribbean Association of Industry & Commerce, in partnership with the Canadian High Commission, CEDA and CRNM in Canada. Details:  Ms Candice Lawrence, Program Officer, CAIC. Trinidad & Tobago. Tel: 868-622-6761. Fax: 866-622-7810. Email: candicelawrence@tstt.net.tt.
  Oct. 7-8: First Annual Expo Tourism 2010, Panama. Its objective is to boost the tourism industry, and it is intended for air travel companies, hotels and tourism schools, among others, said Adolfo Linares, president of the Panamanian Commerce Chamber. 

  Oct. 24: Heritage Day in Dominica, a day where villages are recognized and awarded for their uniqueness. 

   Oct. 25-28: Dominica hosts its 8th Annual LIME Creole in the Park, at the Botanical Gardens, features performances from local, regional and international artists. 

   Oct. 29-31: 14th Annual World Creole Music Festival in Dominica. Details: www.wcmfdominica.com.

   Nov. 3: 32nd anniversary of Independence Day in Dominica.

                                       ***

2011

   2011:  Bermuda will host the meeting of the OECD Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of information for Tax Purposes, an annual conference comprising approximately 200 delegates representing over 70 jurisdictions and international organizations, according to Minister of Finance, Paula Cox.

  April 11-17: The American Society of Travel Agents (ASTA) International Destination Expo, to be held at the Puerto Rico Convention Bureau in San Juan.

                                         2012

    October: 51st Congress of the Intl Congress & Convention Assoc (ICCA) in San Juan, Puerto Rico. Details: Christine Hinz. Tel: 212.315.2812. Email: christine@ chcommunications.biz.  Web: www.meetpuertorico.com
